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Overall Impression

The Spa Gardens provide a lovely welcoming green space sitting between the old
swimming baths which are under renovation and the newly reopened Ripon Inn Hotel.

The Spa Gardens have a splendor of annual bedding displays which together with the
many mature trees enhance the site and give it a very distinct local identity. The beautiful
gardens provide a peaceful place to sit and relax, either on the many benches or in the
lovely café, or to play bowls. The notice board gives information on the many events
which also take place in the gardens, including performances during the Ripon Theatre
Festival and Summer Afternoon Concerts in the bandstand. Ripon is proud of its links
with the army which stretch back many years; the gates of the gardens and the
bandstand were festooned with knitted poppies for VE Day.

The range of events and atmosphere of the gardens truly reflect the ethos of making the
park fit for all.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

o We look forward to seeing the finished works to tie in the site with the refurbished
swimming bath site.

e Continue to encourage schools to have an input in the design of the flower beds.

e |t was good to see the investment in providing the festoon lighting to improve
safety and extend the use of the gardens into the evening. It will be interesting to
see how this develops.

e Suggest consideration of using more perennials and grasses both to attract
pollinators but also to reduce the resources required for growing, plating and
watering. It would be interesting to use white flowers and pale grasses and leaves
which stand out in the dusk to enhance the extended use of the gardens being
encouraged by the festoon lights.



Hillsborough Walled Gardens m

Overall Impression

Firstly a big thank you to Colin, Christine, Andy, Melvyn and Caroline who we met on the
tour of the gardens for a very pleasant and informative tour of what the groups wishes
and aims are. Hillsborough Walled Gardens is a tranquil oasis and a valued Heritage
asset within Sheffield. The dedicated volunteers have restored and maintain this
community asset offering horticultural beauty, historical features, a wildlife area, offering a
quiet retreat for visitors.

As you enter through the Hillsborough Disaster gates, on the right, you are greeted by a
wonderful herbaceous border planted with an excellent variety of plants all carefully
considered for the colour and location and provides an excellent array of colours all
maintained by Colin to an excellent standard with no signs of weeds or pest and disease.

As you walk around the herbaceous border and part of this site is a wildlife area with a
pond. Newly constructed bark paths with an interpretation board and seating makes this
an ideal spot for local wildlife making this a valuable asset for our wildlife to thrive within
urban areas, a big thank you to Caroline, who volunteers every Tuesday to look after this
area and for the tour round.

Within the Walled Garden itself, planting includes ornamental trees such as cherry, olive,
acer, eucalyptus alongside herbaceous borders and sensory planting for year round
interest. Other inclusions are raised beds, decorative borders, trellises with clematis,
wisteria and laburnum, a small fountain and seating for reflection.

The group compost on site and grow plants from seeds. There is very good evidence of
self-funding through plant sales and various garden events throughout the year which
raises the gardens profile

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Continue to restock the rose garden beds to fulfil its potential for colour and
sensory smell.

e Consider timber treatment for the raised beds, benches, trellis, which was
mentioned in the tour as an ongoing project.

e The judges look forward to the project to move the two tombstones from Ward End
Cemetery, which have some historical importance to the side of the Bradbury
Makers Shed with the inclusion of an interpretation board which will make an
excellent feature.



¢ Continue to explore funding opportunities through Ward Alliance monies and
further assistance from Sheffield Council to help sustain this valuable asset for the

community.
Overall Impression

Firstly a big thank you to Peter, Kate and Richard for making us most welcome and for a
pleasant tour of the park. Millhouses Park is a 12.87 hectare urban green space located
about 3.5 miles south west of Sheffield city centre and is an exemplary example in
attracting a diverse array of its community through heritage, sport, wildlife and formal
horticultural landscaping making Millhouses Park an excellent experience for all who visit.

The formal gardens and flower beds, all maintained to a very high standard and with
pride by Richard and his team provide small areas of tranquillity among the various play
zones throughout the park creating balance. A special mention to the very hard work the
Friends have contributed to the sensory garden, with Kate adding Braille within the
interpretation board, which shows a high regard to inclusion for all.

Also the creation of a wetland area that was previously hard to determine what to do with
has now provided a wildlife haven for the biodiversity of the park which can both provide
educational and volunteer opportunities.

With future projects highlighted showing an ongoing commitment of sustainability and a
high Social media presence is key to bring in much needed volunteer opportunities along
with fundraising events along with all opportunities to publicise this wonderful Park.

The dedication of the Friends Group has paid off with Green Flag Accreditation as a mark
of its high standards in management, horticulture, sustainability, and accessibility.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

* Following on from the success of the bird walk, consider adding bird and bat boxes
throughout the park, maybe an event for local children to build a bird box or bat box
adding their name to this which can be bought in packs and possibly be funded
through a local business or external partner.

» Continue to upgrade interpretation boards in the park and maybe add more
interpretation of the local identity and how the park has developed.

+ Although not directly involved with the Friends Group, some of the memorial benches
are in need of timber maintenance to continue the high standards of maintenance the



park has come to expect. The timber in the sensory garden was mentioned for
maintenance in the tour.

» Although mentioned in the tour as a formal play area for football etc consider the large
mowed grassed area where the new orchard is and from the MUGA, as a no mow
area adding wildlife plugs and further trees with grass paths cut through making this
area an excellent opportunity to expand the parks biodiversity plan and to compliment
the planting of hedgerows to screen traffic pollution.

» Continue to progress the future projects mentioned in the tour to make this a truly
exceptional park.

Overall Impression

Sandringham Park has just retained its Green Flag Award and this is a great credit to
Kazia Knight and her team of volunteers.

The park is clean, tidy and well used. The playground area is currently under
reconstruction and credit goes to Kazia in keeping going in order to gain the funds and
match funding for this to go ahead.

When completed the area will be family friendly with learning zones and picnic benches.
The equipment will have plaques identifying who has sponsored it. The play area will be
a valued addition to this park. There are well established trees and a number of fallen
trees that have been laid to increase bio diversity.

A number of good quality benches and litterbins have been placed ‘strategically’ around
the park so that they do not encourage anti-social behaviour.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e The brambles may possibly require some work over the winter.

e We discussed creating a rewilding element to one of the corners and perhaps
creating a stumpery.

e Consider planting at the side of the entry points with plants such as cranesbill,
alchemilla mollis, astrantia and aquilegia. All are pollinators and, when
established, will look after themselves.

e Consider further bulb planting — perhaps using some specie daffodils and tulips.

e Look to replanting the two planters by the notice board.



Overall Impression

Valley Gardens is a well-used green space in the heart of Harrogate and features a range
of planted areas, including shrub, perennial and annual borders and beds. A new rose
garden has been added and the new Victorian bed demonstrates the team’s response to
maintaining floral excellence in the context of climate change. The school flowerbed
competition is a great initiative in engaging local children.

The active volunteers — Friends of Vally Gardens — not only support with ongoing
maintenance and visitor information but fundraising for the gardens. The World Tree Trail
information board and booklets and work on the Japanese Garden are just a couple of
examples, the latter providing excellent learning opportunities for the volunteers.

Valley Gardens is maintained to a very high standard — even with the challenging weather
this year — and the team and volunteers are commended for all their hard work and
commitment in ensuring it's a well-loved destination for residents and visitors.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Consider signage in the grassed areas that have been left uncut to inform visitors
of the rationale for this approach. It's probably more obvious earlier in the season
when wildflowers are in bloom, but by mid-summer it’s less clear if the area is
deliberately uncut.

e The QR code on the Tree Trail board is an excellent idea and perhaps one to
consider for other areas - the Japanese and New Zealand Gardens.

e Consider adding information on the rose species — especially as the roses are
scented.

Friends of South Cliff Gardens m

Overall Impression

The Friends group, formed almost 20yrs ago, has been the catalyst behind many of the
improvements and renovation project within this wonderful green space. A successful £5
million Heritage lottery bid has allowed the group working along side the Local authority
to improve the infrastructure - walkways, creating an accessible pathway from Holbeck



gardens right into the town centre, taking in the wonderful garden spaces, and views
along the route, the Star Map being one of those, along with renovation and creation of
planted spaces, both traditional and contemporary in design.

The funding has provided a community building with space for both the Friends group
and the site-based gardeners, a real asset for the upkeep and future use of the gardens.
The Friends make good use of plant donations from the local B&Q either for use on site
use, or for raising funds at their events.

The lItalian garden is something to behold; others to note, are the Rose Garden,
Shuttleworth, Holbeck clock tower and the gardens around it, the Esplanade and Prince
of Wales Garden, all having their own character, and well maintained. There are
numerous seating areas, shelters around the site, many renovated through the HLF.

The Friends are proud of the heritage and history of the site and make the most of
interpretation boards around the site, and further information through their face book
page, newsletters and web site. Again, this is a “Green Flag” award site and rightly so.

They organise a suite of events throughout the year, from their weekly working parties, to
concerts, coffee mornings, and garden parties for all the family to enjoy.

This site is truly worth a visit.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e The Friends group noted difficulties with some of the roses within the replanted
Rose Garden, whether it be lack of direct sunlight or moisture from some of the
mature tree line close by. Maybe consider looking at options for varieties of shrub
rose that might do better in more shaded spaces rather than the HTs in some of
the beds. There are some good, scented varieties to try if funds allow.

e There is real passion and pride from the Friends of South Cliff Gardens, long may
it continue to promote these fabulous gardens.

Peasholm Park Friends m

Overall Impression

This over 100yr old park in the heart of the Scarborough coastal resort has something for
all the family...historically set out in an oriental style with many original features retained.

Formal gardens at the main entrances, the mature trees and woodland areas, the lake
and rivulets, the island and its relaxed planting and the gardens around the lily pond,



provide interest and colour, habitats/bio -diversity across the site, all going to towards the
credentials for its “Green Flag” status.

The buildings such as the Pagoda, the island bridge, the café, the bandstand, the
Buttercup kiosk, all renovated over the years and their original colour palette retained, all
adding a bit of nostalgia for locals and visitors alike. This is a real fun place for visitors.

The work of the Friends goes deep, with supporting funding bids for improvements, doing
hands on maintenance tasks around the site, providing guided walks for organised
groups, their Face book page and website with loads of information about the site and
what’s on alongside a newsletter to keep people up to date with events and fund raising.
Encouraging local primary schools to use the park, supporting their learning while having
fun, running events throughout the year for locals and holidays visitors, there’s lots to see
and do for all the family. The Naval battle, band concerts, Christmas lights, and children’s
events to name just a few.

The relationship between the group and Local Authority is evident, again supporting one
another to provide this wonderful family park for all to enjoy.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e This well loved and well used space comes with challenges, and high foot fall
along the woodland walk around the new wood carvings, has worn away the grass
in places, the Friends have identified this problem, and are looking for solutions,
maybe consider low level barriers, similar to those in the traditional high spec
areas of the park, and reseeding with a heavy wear/shade tolerant grass seed.

e Keep on doing what you do, the enthusiasm and love for this place is evident, new
volunteers i'm sure are always well-come

Friends of Wilsden Park m

Overall Impression

Wilsden Park is a beautiful green space for the people of the area to enjoy. It combines
both the beautiful flower beds at the entrance and a variety of sports facilities.

The Friends Group have done a wonderful job in creating two beautiful, broad flower
borders at the park entrance consisting of a rich variety of perennial planting of many
types with a good long flowering period and including plants which are pollinator friendly.
Clumps of giant oat grass here and there provided a wonderful contrast in form and



texture and have brought movement into the beds. The serpentine borders of the beds
made them seem even larger and enhanced the informal, relaxed planting in the beds.

Obviously the volunteers who visit the park each week to work are doing an excellent job.

Everywhere the plants were in good condition and pest free and the standard of care of
the beds was very high throughout. It was good to see that seating was provided so that
visitors could relax among the beautiful blooms.

Everywhere the park was, clean and well kept , and the standard of the sports facilities
which it contains was clearly very high. The new beds, such as the one which contained
snowberry bushes , are obviously developing well , although the planting is still quite new.

It was good to see the area set aside for wildlife and to discover that watering was partly
done from the water butt of a local resident and that the council took materials off-site for
composting. It was good too to hear about the bird boxes which have been installed.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e The wildlife area is a good idea.Perhaps more pollinator friendly planting could be
installed near or to it for the benefit of wildlife and if space permits it might be a
good idea to introduce one or two native berrying trees for the benefit of birds. It
will be lovely if more birdboxes still could be introduced and perhaps ones for
specific species of birds like robin boxes or owl boxes. A buddleia would add to the
wildlife benefits of the site.

e Perhaps some thought could be given to the idea of planting a community orchard
for Wilsden in part of the park.There are many fruit trees now which don't really
take up too much space.

e Perhaps it might be an idea to construct a new bed or perhaps introduce a large
planter which the local school could create designs for and perhaps even be
involved in the planting of the beds.

e There are recently opened businesses in the district. It might be a good idea to see
if they're willing to be involved in the work of the group and perhaps sponsor
aspects of it or even be practically involved using groups of staff occasionally to
help with projects. The community orchard might be a suitable project for that, if it
was possible.



Knaresborough Castle m

Overall Impression

. Knaresborough Castle provides an excellent example of integrating historical
surroundings into daily life. It was wonderful to hear about the many, varied events which
take place in this beautiful, historic spot. The history of the castle was well demonstrated
throughout the site with clear links to the community and the wider town. Clearly, the
people of Knaresborough are very lucky to have this wonderful facility right on their
doorsteps.

The extensive lawns were in very good condition despite recent weather conditions, and
it was good to hear that no chemicals are used in their maintenance. The pictorial bed
created to the design of a winning school child was a notable addition and It was
impressive to see how well the child's design had been captured in planting. This greatly
added to the beauty of the site.

The war memorial was exceptional and great credit must go to the gentleman who
spends so much time keeping its brass work in good condition.

The care and attention of the gardeners working around the castle grounds was evident
everywhere and congratulations must go to them.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

The Castle provided an excellent example of well presented grounds and flower beds that
meet the varied needs of the visitors throughout the year. As part of the ongoing
development of the site the following could be considered:

*  Whether it is viable to add planters of scented planting to the areas where there is
seating facing the wonderful view of Knaresborough's viaduct; lavender would be a
nice choice being appropriate to the history of the site and bring in butterflies and
other insects as well as providing a lovely scent for the people enjoying the view.

« The perennial bed in the castle grounds could be developed to provide an
environment for pollinators. The use of easily available, common garden plants could
be a source of inspiration to visitors as well as benefiting the local wildlife. For
example a herb garden with lavender hedging would greatly benefit the local bee and
butterfly population as well as providing a lovely fragrance.

+ It was good to see the Robin and general bird boxes, it would be good if the number
of bird boxes could be increased going forwards.

*  Whether a review of wildlife in and around the castle is feasible, other local groups
could potentially support this making it a community initiative.



Memorial Garden, Filey m

Overall Impression

The Memorial Garden in Filey provides a haven for contemplation and remembrance,
whilst also offering respite for families from the bustle of the town.

The beautifully maintained entrance is a memorial arch, and fencing, which engages the
eye before the gardens take centre stage. The Memorial Gardens themselves are
excellent with numerous borders; seating areas; clear, wide pathways and well-tended
lawns promoting accessibility for all including those who require a form of mobility
support.

The planting is appropriate, sustainable, healthy and thoughtful with calmer colours
utilised, definitely a quiet but impressive wow factor. There are numerous well maintained
seating areas backed by planting, which is both structural and colourful.

The newest seating area offers different natural textures of wood and the use of more
formal planters. Altogether the memorial garden provides an excellent garden area which
both supports quiet contemplation and community remembrance and celebration.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

The dedication of the team looking after the Memorial Gardens is noted and is a credit to
Filey Town Council. The garden is well used throughout the year by the whole
community; armed forces, churches, schools and holds Christmas activities.

The garden is kept clean and tidy by some of the 50 Keep Filey Tidy members who are
noticeable with their sponsored tabards and use their Facebook page to say where they
have cleaned. In order to maintain the high standards that the Team have set
themselves the following could be considered:

¢ A review of the planting in the upper two tiers of the fountain to provide a reflection
of the structural and colourful planting in the lower tier.

e Opportunities to provide bird water stations, bird boxes and bug hotels to
sympathetically increase the biodiversity within the garden.

Explore any opportunities to further engage children and young people in the ongoing
use/maintenance of the garden.



Friends of York Cemetery m

Overall Impression

York Cemetery is an incredibly surprising and wonderful place, combining wonderfully old
and photogenic gravestones and monuments with being at the same time a really
valuable local nature reserve. It was a wonderful place to visit on a summer afternoon.
On entering one is met immediately with a sense of peace. calm and tranquility so
different from the hectic life in the streets that surround it.

It was wonderful to meet such dedicated people who work so hard to make the site the
wonderful place that it is. It was lovely too to hear what great priority is given to nature
and wildlife of all kinds in the Cemetery even to the extent of providing drinking points in
the wooded areas for wildlife in times of drought.

It was wonderful to hear about the range of walks and activities that take place on-site,
especially things such as the butterfly walk or the bat walks and it was impressive that
experts give their time to benefit people going on the walks. The use of the audio system
employed on walks so that through an ear piece people enjoying the walk can hear what
the leader of the walk is saying into their microphone. This is a very innovative and
exciting idea and it must improve the enjoyment of people on the walk to a very great
extent.

It was wonderful to see surprising features in the cemetery, such as the wonderful herb
garden and the community orchard which has been planted with about 15 trees and
where people are able to come and help themselves to the fruit. This must be a wonderful
resource for people living near the site. The design of the herb garden itself was stunning
with the use of donated grave edging stones to outline the various well planned beds and
signs donated from carved stone by the local Stone Mason. It is a wonderful place to sit
and peacefully enjoy the scents of the herbs and the presence of so very many
butterflies.

It was pleasant to see that the group are harvesting water to use on site and composting

is taking place in the newly created compost area. The chapel at the top of the site is a
beautiful building which is still used for services and events like weddings.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e There are many beautiful and unusual trees on site and it might be really useful if it
was possible to put signs on the trees telling people what trees they're looking at.

o Where there are really unusual and beautiful trees like the tulip tree or the ginkos it
might be a good idea to have a small information board telling people the most



interesting points about the trees that they're looking out or even to use a QR code
that people can click on and be taken to a page with information.

e Perhaps it might be possible to install information boards with pictures of the
insects and birds that people may be lucky enough to find whilst on the site.

e The fernery is an interesting feature of the site and the idea of labelling the ferns is
a very good one perhaps more could be done to build up and emphasise the site
even more.

e The scented walk is a lovely idea and it was nice to hear that there are plans to
develop it even further, and it will surely be very much appreciated by visitors as
well as by butterflies and bees on-site.

Overall Impression

Conyngham Hall is a most elegant building in its own right and it was lovely to visit it on a
pleasant sunny summer day.

The green spaces that surround the hall are a wonderful facility for the residents of the
district and one that they can make use of in so many ways.

Jubilee Avenue is a lovely tree lined walk at any time of year, but when the cherry trees
are in full blossom, it must be stunning.

The golf course is a lovely open green space and it was lovely to hear how much the
community can make use of it in different ways. It's a really good idea to leave the grass
unmown between the trees and in different areas, which is just bound to benefit wildlife.
Clearly great efforts are being made to keep all the green spaces around fhe hall litter
free.

The Kingfisher Kiosk is a really unique spot and the artwork of Kingfishers on the building
itself is lovely and very much in keeping with the site.

The range of activities for children and all the family around the site is really impressive
and clearly people were enjoying making use of them. It was wonderful to hear how
flexible the Kiosk is in its working and about the site being open for groups to enjoy during
the evenings . Good work is being done to encourage children to enjoy and be aware of
nature around them. It is clear that the staff of the Kiosk are doing a wonderful job in
providing so much healthy open air enjoyment for so many local families. The planting
around the Kiosk is stunning and it was wonderful to say so much colorful sustainable
planting, beautifully maintained and a great credit to all those involved.

The tree trail is a wonderful idea, well carried out and there are so many amazingly
lovely mature trees on the tree trail around the Hall grounds.



Judges feedback on areas for consideration

The trees on the tree trail are very lovely. Perhaps it might be possible to continue
researching and bringing in new varieties to build the collection, even further.

Perhaps it would be possible to provide information boards near some of the most
unusual trees or even to develop Q.R codes which could take the visitors to further
information on the site.

Following on the tree trail and its success, it might be a good idea to provide
leaflets or information boards on other aspects of wildlife such as butterflies which
visitors might be able to find particularly around the Kingfisher Kiosk.

The pollinator bed at the side of the hall is lovely, but perhaps it might be possible
to increase the flowering period to bring colour at every time of year. It might be a
good idea to have a range of pollinator friendly plants of different kinds with
different times of blooming and perhaps have an information board telling visitors
what they are so that they might have a chance of including them in their own
gardens at home, which would benefit wildlife greatly.

It might be a good idea to produce a plan to develop the sunken garden at the side
of the hall and to bring it into keeping with the date of the hall itself. Perhaps some
of the businesses in the hall might like to be involved in a project like that or even
perhaps to sponsor it in some way.

Friends of Dean Road Cemetery _

Overall Impression

The Friends of Dean Road Cemetery are a core group of a dozen volunteers,
supplemented by others for specific work projects and events. The partnership working
between the group and the local authority is evident, the main bulk of the general
ground’s maintenance being carried out by the LA and the Friends complimenting with
gardening tasks, bulb planting, and litter picking. Most recently getting hands on in the
entrance painting the Victoriana bollards.



The entrance to the cemetery is enhanced with traditional seasonal bedding displays
giving a colourful greeting for visitors, while the rest of the site is full of mature trees,
some “Champion” trees to note, and well-groomed grass areas around the memorial
stones, Spring bulbs lift the site early in the year, and wilder corners providing habitat for
wildlife, with bird and hedgehog boxes being provided in the grounds.

The Cemetery is steeped in history, and the group regularly share their knowledge with
others through guided walks, some of which can be tailored to the specific interest of
groups visiting. Walks/talks include, the Bombardment, local publicans, lifeboat
servicemen, commonwealth war graves, both WWI & WWII, along with trees and fungi
identifications. Robin signs are dotted around the site, leading to “The Secret Garden”, a
great one for the kids. They are also involved in the National Heritage Week Scheme,
where they invite people to their Heritage day — this years on 14th Sept to come along
and learn more about the town’s past inhabitants

Information is provided around the site, notice boards and interpretation boards, and
more information can be found of their face book page and website. Assistance with
family genealogy is also available for those looking to trace their family history. Funds
are being raised wherever possible, and they hold regular Sunday morning book sales
and activities in the cemetery to raise funds and act as a social link to locals who now
attend on a regular basis, both young and old.

A grant was received to reset the head stones and working with the Community Payback
Team this was achieved a few years ago. The Group also raised funding to renovate the
“Dead House” which they now use as their base in the cemetery.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e The idea to renovate the chapels at the entrance to the cementer is inspired, this
would not only save these beautiful stone buildings, but give an opportunity to turn
into holiday/Air B&B accommodation to provide an income to the site for future
sustainability.

e The site is really two cemeteries linked by an under pass and while it may be
difficult to show everything in the time allotted, a visit to the Secret Garden might
be an option for future.

e While there is plenty of information online, and guided walks are regular, might it
be possible to have a selection of guided leaflets available in the cemetery for the
self-visitor.



Overall Impression

It was lovely to visit this attractive park with its two lakes on a lovely, fine summer's day
and to meet people who make such a great effort to ensure that the park is always at its
best.

It was interesting to hear about the number of fish in the lakes and how they are cared for
by the angling club and also to hear about the wide variety of birds who also make use of
the lakes.They are a lovely feature of the park. The information board by the lake was a
good idea. It was good to hear about the bird and bat boxes within the park.

It was impressive to hear about the number of groups and charities who benefit by being
able to use the park and about the well supported park runs which take place. The
measured mile around the park is a good idea. It was impressive too to hear about the
volunteer litter pickers, who do such a good job in keeping the park clean and tidy and
obviously providing bags for dog walkers is an excellent idea.

It was good to hear about the many and varied events which the park hosts all around the
year and these must be really very much enjoyed by the local community.

The tea hut in the park is doing a most amazing job and it's clear just how much it is
supported and loved by the local community.It was very impressive to see it in action.

The sensory garden is a lovely place to visit and clearly a great lot of love and care is
lavished upon it to keep it in such impressive condition and the gardening club that takes
place in it is a lovely idea, it was lovely to hear about its activities.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e The memorial area is clearly really important to the park. Perhaps it might be a
good idea to consider and update the planting in it and perhaps it might be a good
idea to introduce the use of weed membrane in the beds. The hydrangeas in the
bed around the flagpole were in good condition, but perhaps it might be possible to
introduce additional and more varied planting to this important bed.

e The sensory garden is lovely. Perhaps it might be possible to think about
introducing some evergreen planting, possibly upright conifers to add a definite
framework to the beds which will be attractive all year round, even in the winter
months.

e The garden is a lovely place to sit ,possibly it might be a good idea to install some
tubs of scented planting close to the seats, such as lavender or other herbs, which
people can enjoy while they're sitting there and also enjoy butterflies that will be



attracted by that planting.

¢ The information board by the lake was really interesting and useful. It might be a
good idea to install further information boards about, perhaps, butterflies , birds
and insects in the park which visitors might hope to see during their visits.

The Rose Garden, Mortomley Park m

Overall Impression

It was lovely to return to this garden and witness the further impressive work carried out
by a small team of committed people. David, Janet and Brian were on hand to explain
the improvements they have made and the future plans.

A Queens Green Canopy is now well developed and the wilding area below enhances it.
The team each picked one of the trees that were planted and are proud to have
registered them. The wildflower areas are starting to show but sadly the current weather
isn’t helping them. There is promise that they will be spectacular in the future. There are
a number of trees planted to commemorate people and world events. Native bluebells
have been planted in the rewilding area along with species daffodils and tulips.

The old roses were chosen for their scent. This is a nice quiet space where people can sit
or walk past. The entry boarder is looking good, and will be receiving some pruning in
the autumn. There is a mini orchard with interesting fruit trees and including a twisted
willow.

There are bird and bat boxes, hedgehog homes along with habitat piles in the wilderness

area and a composting area. There are green bags for waste that the local authority
collect.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration
e Really good to hear an area has been allocated to the scouts and, if required, the

team will help them by giving advice.

¢ |s it worth considering placing a list explaining the plants and trees and the bio
diversity of the garden in the notice board?

e Continue with the boarder tree planting — this is a long term project



Cannon Hall Museum Park and Gardens m

Overall Impression

Cannon Hall is a large site with really impressive park and garden areas. Credit goes to
Dan, his gardeners and volunteers that make this such an inviting place which has many
visitors of all ages and abilities.

The grounds are immaculate and welcoming, there are interpretation boards throughout.
Lots of care and attention has been given to create an impactful large wildlife border.

The walled garden is spectacular, the heritage fruit trees are flourishing as are the vines
in the hot house.

There is a sensory trail and sensory area around the pond in the walled garden with
numerous places where visitors can just sit and enjoy the views.

Cannon Hall welcomes everyone and has something for everyone, from gardeners,
families, walkers and schools who visit and use the education rooms. The number of
events organised throughout the year is great, especially during the holidays for young
people to enjoy with their families such as the ‘Multi-Sensory Eye Spy’ challenge, the
‘Enter Wonderland’ a magical mythical trail. ‘The Tales of the Polish Camp trail’ to name
but a few.

Cannon Hall is also a licenced wedding venue with weddings taking place, weather

permitting, in the fabulous Deer Shelter with marques being used on what was the Hall’s
once tennis court.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e | am sure that the residents of South Yorkshire will make full use of this facility, is it
worth advertising further afield to bring in more visitors?

e Consider producing a plant list for some of the borders that visitors can take away.

e Consider producing a list and age of all the heritage fruit trees.



Barnsley Main Heritage Group m

Overall Impression

This small team of volunteers maintain and look after a vast, once industrial, site. Itis to
their credit that they have created a space where people visit and can learn its history
and mining past. The team have members who have specialist skills in various areas.
E.g. Hedging, wood cutting, naturalist, planting planner, social media and photographer to
name but a few. The team’s ethos is to encourage nature to reclaim the land from its
industrial past. In the museum it is clear to see the motivation this team have to ensure
that future generations do not forget what this site was and how it helped grow the
countries industrial future at the time. It is also to learn of how hard and dangerous the
work was.

There are areas where visitors can take time to reflect and honour the miners who died at
this site in the 1866 Oaks Colliery disaster. On the 12th December every year there is a
memorial service for those souls who lost their lives. There is also an area to remember
the unknown miners who also died in mines.

The team retrieve, repurpose and reuse as much as possible. Dried tree branches have
been used to mark out planting areas, stones and bricks found on the site also used in
the same way. There are a number of individual areas; the old timber yard, herb garden,
vegetable patch, the lovely wildflower and wildlife areas with the start of a pond,
hedgehog habitats, a bee bank and a small copse.

This is a large site that incorporates a grade 2 listed building. The soil is shallow in places
and has been contaminated with the industrial use of years gone by. The Phyto mining
project with Brunel University is very interesting. The University are working with the
team in planting and monitoring various plants which draw contaminates out and clean
the soil. This fascinating project has been ongoing over a number of years.

The team are in the process of creating a mud pond with the help of Froglife. There are
natural walk ways around the site taking you into areas where the trees are thriving and
surviving.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

The work on some areas have suffered due to the very dry conditions. Once there is a
change in the weather the site will flourish.

e Continue working with community groups and perhaps look to recruiting more
volunteers.

e Continue with the wood bark mulching to help conserve water.



Elsecar Park and Nature Reserve m

Overall Impression

A well-kept park with something for everybody. Most importantly: cafe and toilets. Good
play areas for different ages, pitch and putt, crazy golf, bandstand and band and other
concerts, good tree planting, planned walks and walkways etc. There is a year round
programme of events and activities, Elsecar by the Sea etc.

Good conservation and environmental practices: lake sectioned into fishing and non
fishing banks, sturdy bird hide, sheep brought in to graze and maintain grass on steep
slopes from reservoir etc.

Commitment from Friends of group, who meet monthly. Their varied activities include
litter picking, organising events, fund-raising for specific park projects etc. The park
acknowledges, appreciates and recognises the history and heritage of the area with
interpretation boards etc.

Visitors and local people clearly use and appreciate all the elements of the park and this
is reflected in photographs from viewing points and more. The two dedicated grounds

people who work in the park is a great benefit, rather than some Council's policies of
rotating staff around multiple sites.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

BMBC staff and the 'Friends of' group are well aware of both structured maintenance and
potential new initiatives and projects. The park will clearly not stand still and will continue
to respond to the wishes and aspirations of local people and visitors.

Friends of Monk Bretton Priory Silver Gilt

Overall Impression

Great start to a garden site to complement Monk Bretton Priory. Obviously limitations
with the English Heritage ownership of the site. A difficult gardening year with limited
rainfall, but the gardens look good. The Lavender border was impressive, totaly in
keeping with the historic building, gave colour and was buzzing with bees on the day of
the visit.



The new border in the entrance car park, was well thought out, using plants chosen to be
in keeping with the historic age of the site, culanry and medicinal. Small but dedicated
volunteering group. Additional bulb planting hences the site in spring. Funding from Ward
Alliance and other sources. Good interpritaion in the main entrance.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Clearly the group will keep liaising with English Heritage and BMBC and more
opportunities for the garden will arise as the owners/custodians become more
confident of the gardening group. There will be some creative thought around
additional gardening initiatives as the historic layout of the site will dictate what can
be done.

e Great start with ornamental /herbaceous boarder in the entrance to the Priory,
good choice of plants in keeping with the history of the site, this will only improve
as the seasons pass. Maybe an opportunity to provide an information board on the
plants and their uses etc.

e Continue to forge links with the wider Priory community, the events team and
locals, to encourage joined working, and the potential to encourage more
volunteers.

e Potential for working with local schools both to be involved with gardening projects,
bug /bird boxes as well as learning about the heritage of the site.

York Museum Gardens Platinum and

Category Winner

Overall Impression

It was delightful to visit this lovely spot on a pleasant summer afternoon. The combination
of beautiful gardens and amazing archeological remains is wonderful. The amount of care
that goes into this beautiful place is simply amazing and it was wonderful to tour the
gardens with someone who's knowledge of horticulture was obviously so deep and
impressive.

The variety of planting is amazing and everywhere plants are grown to their absolutely
best possible quality. The number of beds was fascinating and in each bed plants were
grown whose character and requirements fitted exactly into the theme of the bed.

The many mature trees on-site are a real feature of the garden and the care that has
been taken to select new and interesting trees for planting is really impressive. It was



pleasing to say how much new planting is going on to replace the mature trees already
on-site.

The number of species planted in the edible garden is amazing and many of them are
unusual and interesting varieties which are rarely ,if often seen elsewhere. The edible
garden is a lovely, comfortable place to sit and relax as are the shaded areas of the
garden which must have been a real boon in the recent hot weather. The Riverside Walk
is a lovely new feature.

It was impressive to hear that they got the garden working with other parts of the site
such as the art gallery and the beds which mirror the paintings of Far and Out by the
artist Harland Miller by using planting of different colors was very impressive.

It's wonderful to hear how much care is taken all over the site to provide in every way
that's possible for wildlife. The museum gardens are a real oasis for wildlife in the middle
of York.

It was great to hear about how much the gardens are involved with the local community
and various community groups and to hear about the many events which take place on
site year round.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

¢ |t might be an idea to provide a larger information board with pictures of butterflies
and even birds that visit the site so that people could get an idea what they might
be lucky enough to see on their trip to the gardens.

e There are so many wonderful trees on the site.It would be nice perhaps to have
the names of the trees or near them. If the tree has a particularly interesting or
surprising background perhaps have an information board telling people what
makes that tree so unique.

¢ |f space permits it might be an idea to introduce some native berrying trees to
further benefit wildlife on site and perhaps even add a buddleia or two.

e Since the gardens and the art gallery work so closely together, might it be possible
perhaps to have some artworks in the gardens themselves.

e Since the gardens are so closely connected with Roman York, perhaps it might be
an idea to have a bed somewhere which is composed of plants, some of the many
plants which the Romans brought in.



Overall Impression

It was lovely to visit Lister Park on a gorgeous, sunny day. Obviously the park is a
wonderful resource for all the people who live nearby. It's like having the countryside in
the heart of a busy, bustling community . There is plenty of space to find a gorgeous spot
to just be alone and drink in the calm atmosphere among the many, beautiful, mature
trees of the park. This must contribute greatly to the mental health of the people lucky
enough to live nearby.

The bedding in front of the Hall is spectacular as are the clipped beech and holly trees
and it is very much in keeping with the history and character of the Hall itself. It was
lovely to hear about all the wildlife on-site, including the occasional deer and about all the
various bird and bat boxes installed and especially to hear about the care taken to
preserve the safety of the fish in the lakes when work had to be done on them. The calm
quiet of the Botanic Gardens was lovely after the formal bedding by the hall and the
geranium maze for children to enjoy and run around was an excellent idea.

The list of the many events which take place on-site year round in conjunction with
Cartwright Hall itself is impressive.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

¢ The information board in the Botanic Garden giving facts about trees and other
points of interest was a good idea.There are many unusual and beautiful material
trees. If possible it might be a good idea to put some kind of signage near them so
that people can understand just how special so many of the trees are.

¢ |t might be a good idea to use information boards to make people aware of the
amount of wildlife on-site, including the many birds and also the range of fish in the
lake to let people know, perhaps what they might be able to catch a glimpse of as
they visit the park.

¢ Information boards given interesting facts about the history of the Hall and
especially about the Mughal Water Gardens might be enjoyed by visitors.

e The bandstand is a very elegant structure but is very big. Perhaps if the sides
could be glazed it would produce an interesting building which might be used in
many ways by the park.

¢ |f there was space available, it might benefit wildlife to introduce some native
berrying trees and perhaps a few buddleias to bring in butterflies and bees. Also
perhaps one or two designated areas might be left unmown for the benefit of
wildlife.



Friarwood Valley Gardens _

Overall Impression

The park looked immaculate on a beautiful summer's morning with a welcoming entrance
flanked by two well presented flower beds with a mixture of annual & sustainable plants.
The group were proud & enthusastic to showcase all elements of the park commenting
on past achievements as well as recent new iniatives such as the newly erected
archways at the entrances to the park & the engraved licorice poem panel.

The well manicured lawns offered a suitable canvas for the many well established tree
species including a splendid Mulberry tree, Wild Service Tree.The impressive tree
sculputures provide interest as you walk round the park & any further opportunities
should be explored to possibly form a sculpture trail.

The group have also been instrumental in perservering with newly planted trees despite
the obvious climate & asb challenges.

The extensive rose garden was a joy to see, albeit with the flowering period almost over,
although it was evident that the beds were well maintained & valued. The sensory border
was well established & offered an array of appropiate planting adorned by bees &
butterflies.

The further play additions, to an already impressive provision, offers opportunities for all
ages & the careful siting of picnic tables under tree canopies, offers welcome shade in
this potentially busy area of the park.

It was great to hear about the well supported events in the park & the welcome revenue
that these provide to enable the group to plan future improvements.

Overall, a wonderful green space only minutes away from the town centre which offers a
peaceful & usable space in equal measures.
Judges feedback on areas for consideration
e Consider replacing the 'History' panel at the top of the park incorporating into a
lectern.
e Replanting / division of the perennial planting in the long borders at the top of the
park could be carried out systematically so as not to overburden/overwhelm the

group, maybe this could be done in conjunction with the park rangers.

e Consideration could be given to reducing the number of replacement benches
across the site.



e Continuation with the pruning of shrubs adjacent to the wheelchair/accesible path
would offer improved safety for users, as well as improving sight lines into the
main body of the park.

e Possible consideration for the creation of a wildflower meadow could be given in a
suitable location within the park

e Consideration for future use of the bowling green should be explored through
consultation in conjunction with Wakefield MDC.

HMP LINDHOLME Silver Gilt

Overall Impression

An excellent first time entry in YIB for HMP Lindholme. This previous RAF site is well
maintained & offers many opportunities given the available space for further
enhancement in future years to build on the horticultural achievements to date. Abely led
by Carol, Donna & the horticultural team the small team of inmates were enthused &
proud of their summer bedding displays with the Dahlia's taking centre stage on the date
of judging. All of the seasonal bedding are grown from seed in the glasshouses along
with at the time of judging, tomatoes, cucumbers & peppers which are then used in the
establishment's kitchens.

The entry excels in utilising space to create natural environments & habitat's with ponds,
brash piles, bug hotels, bird,bat, & owl boxes & the creation of hedgehog habitats.
Interpretation panels offer education on tree species present within the grounds &
wildflower species. Water conservation & harvesting is evident along with adequate
composting facilities to further enhance the entry. Overall a terrific first entry with the
scope to offer further improvements in future years!

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e The proposal of offering C&G Level 1 Horticulture course/certificate to inmates
could be explored further dependant on available funding.

e Consider sowing/division of perennials to offer variety & sustainability to flower
beds with the emphasis of drought resistant planting to reduce the need for
watering, utilisation of glasshouse space for germination & growing on plants
would be productive.

e Consideration could be given for relaxed mowing on certain grass areas which
would further enhance the bio-diversity credentials of the entry.

e The use of the on-site bark mulch predominently in shrub beds could be utilised for
water conservation & improving aesthetics.



Friary Gardens Richmond _

Overall Impression

Situated in the centre of Richmond this garden is an important and valuable asset to the
town. At the “front” of the space, band concerts and military events are held in front of a
unique and spectacular backdrop. There is a sensory garden at wheelchair height and to
the rear is a large grassed area for free play and use.

A great deal of work has been carried out improving the floorscape and making changes
to the flower beds and bedding with more sustainable perennials being used. Signage is
good and provides useful information for visitors.

A feature tree carving is coming to the end of its lifecycle and discussions are ongoing as
to its future.

Ongoing maintenance of seating is in hand and essential tree and shrub overgrowth
cutback is planned to the strip bordering the hospital access road. Planters outside the
garden add to its charm.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Perhaps consider the use of more drought tolerant perennials within the new
feature beds.

e Ensure existing seating is maintained to a high standard.

e Consider some year round interest and colour be incorporated into the new strip of
garden to be developed.

Overall Impression

This is a comparatively small park with a Grade 2 listing and Green Flag award. It has
strong heritage connections, being at the centre of a UNESCO world heritage site and to
complement this holds a statue of Sir Titus Salt and the recently acquired twin cannon
near the bandstand. Bordered by the River Aire, there are good vistas and the cricket
ground on the perimeter adds a quintessential English touch to the scene.



Within the park is a long boulevard with covered seating at each end and on a lower
level, reached by either steps or flat pathway, is the Half Moon café, a popular stop off
point. New child feeding and changing facilities have been added to the lodge with public
toilets also available.

The park is well used with numerous open air events held, from band concerts to 5km
runs to markets and yoga sessions.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

¢ Going forwards, perhaps the wildflower areas could be monitored to prevent a one
species domination and encourage a wider species to colonise.

o If additional signage is provided to indicate and describe the plants within the
wildflower areas and what insects benefit from them this could be useful and
welcome information for park visitors.

¢ Although the plant selection is mostly appropriate to the Victorian era this could be
expanded and developed further within the formal areas.

Carlton Marsh Nature Reserve m

Overall Impression

This site of 25 hectares is centred on the defunct Hull and Barnsley railway line and
marshalling yards. Previously heavily polluted, the now clean waters of the Cudworth
Dyke feed into the marshland and provide a safe habitat for a multitude of species.

The quality of the environment is evident and there is a great wealth of flora and fauna
knowledge within the volunteer pool, covering birds, moths, butterflies, wildflowers and all
vertebrates and invertebrates. A comprehensive Nature report is published annually with
the 2024 report running to 63 pages.

Already a designated SSSI it has this year been awarded Green Flag status. All in all
impressive care and commitment by both staff and volunteers have made this place a
successful and valuable asset for the area.



Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Signage at the marsh is static and limited and perhaps a more visitor friendly way
can be developed to relay information eg QR codes.

e As the site protects and supports a vast array of wildlife consider more innovative
ways of highlighting this, including perhaps recordings of bird song and insect
sounds, which would greatly enhance the visitor experience. Interactive
information posts along the track could facilitate this.

e Social media is an inexpensive and easy way to publicise notable events at the
marsh. A weekly blog is also a way of achieving a wider audience and such events
as an unusual bird visitor, a new butterfly or moth being identified, an addition to
the flora register could be used to raise the site’s profile.

St Marys heritage and graveyard _

Overall Impression

This 9 acre site has immaculately maintained areas and well managed areas for wildlife
all carried out by a team of dedicated volunteers.

Each area has its own special identity and this is due to the sensitive and sympathetic
curatorship by the volunteers.

The motte and bailey having been cleared of fern and bramble overgrowth it can now be
seen and appreciated.

The depth of skills and numbers within the group along with the biodiversity and the
heritage of the site make this truly the jewel in the Mirfield crown. The enthusiasm and
dedication of the volunteers is evident and most impressive as is their care of this site.



Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e The Mention of a tree survey having been carried out within the last year this
would be good to be evidenced for judging team.

e You could consider linking up with a university to help with cataloguing the flora
and fauna on this diverse site. This may have mutual benefits to both parties.

e Perhaps a regular tree assessment and inventory would benefit ongoing
maintenance.

e Could consideration be given to additional signage to identify the various
wildflowers within the site.

Overall Impression

This building has been renovated by repairs to stonework and sand blasting. Railings
have been refurbished and decorated with amberol barrier planters filled with fragrant
petunias.

A community cafe is well used every weekday and is a credit to the Town Council with
the support they give in making this facility a huge success. The community kitchen in
the Civic Centre has helped some people's lifestyles. Keighley Town Council operate an
open door policy encouraging all residents to participate in community events.

Stop Fly tipping by asking what residents want and making it happen by clearing grotty
sites and sowing wildflower seeds has stopped this and improved the environment which
has been adopted by some communities in Keighley. Pride in some local areas has
reduced the amount of dog fouling!

The Civic Centre building compliments the floral plantings in the town gardens on the
opposite side of the street.
Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Consider the opportunities to develop gardening skills sessions in the centre for
the local community, such as making a hanging baskets or colourful planters.

e Consider planting variegated ivy's in barrier planters to give additional texture and
colour palate (evergreen leaves) to complement fragrant flowers of petunias.



Friends of Monk Bretton Park. m

Overall Impression

This friends group are passionate about keeping this park from encroaching housing
development and it has been registered as 'ancient landscape’ as the main expanse is
ridge and furrow.

This stalwart group of friends are working to keep Monk Bretton Park to use by all, but
there have been a couple of fires during the last year destroying part of the boundary
hedge and the wheelchair platform on the lake edge. It's nice to hear that this group of
dedicated people will not be beaten by acts of anti social behaviour in 'their' local park.
This is evident by the actions of the group who have managed areas of shrubberies so
that anti social behaviour is driven out the park. A toddler swing was vandalised and the
group fund raised to replace it, which is commendable.

The group regularly has fund raising events all year round to pay for purchasing early
flowering daffodils Tete Tete to bring early season colours to the park. Memorial trees
are being planted in memory of past members and they are taking effect on the
landscape as shrubs are being planted around them to create 'island shrubberies' to
screen nearby housing.

Barnsley Council are advising on trees and shrubs and this is leading to a wider variety of
trees and shrubs and encourages more wildlife which would not be found in a local park

Very recently two new sandstone Monk Bretton Park name signs have been replaced
which are set in the stone gate pillars. A park notice board keeps visitors informed of
future events like the parks annual open day and other fund raising events to support the
work by Barnsley Council in keeping this local facility safely open to local residents.

There was no litter in any areas of Monk Bretton park.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e | recommend that the sponsored Oak and Mountain Ash trees are mulched to
retain moisture and prevent further damage from ride-on mowing machines.

This Friends group have had some real challenges during the last year and it's heartening
to hear that they will not be beaten by a minority of park users who want to destroy the
park.



Friends of Monk Bretton War Memorial m

Overall Impression

The impact when you walk to the Monk Bretton War Memorial gates does give a wow
factor and cheers you up!

Photographs show that this effect is all year round. The small group of 8 regular
volunteers keep this war memorial immaculate.

The plants looked healthy and cared for and it is encouraging to learn that watering is
supplied locally by the neighbouring butchers shop and South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue,
which has been a real bonus this year in order to keep plants healthy. Good choices of
vibrant colours in bedding plants to give the wow impact.Lawns are immaculate.

The group tap into local funding from Barnsley Council Ward Alliance and Love Where
You Live. Monk Bretton Scouts also fund raised indicating that this memorial is treasured
by Monk Bretton community. Local schools have been involved in planting of plants
which are in flower all year round.

New heritage seating and installation by a local engineering company of a metal arch
over the gate shows this site is cared for.
Judges feedback on areas for consideration
e | recommend that the owners of the land, Barnsley Council assist in the
maintenance by pointing up with mortar the paving around the memorial.

There is a sense that the whole of the Monk Bretton community is proud of their War
Memorial.

Overall Impression

As soon as you walk towards and under the entrance archway which are well maintained,
and see the spectacular gardens inside laid out in front of you, you know that you are
going to see something special. And there is no disappointment!

Notable is the restored conservatory with stained glass windows, providing a rainbow of
colours from the stained glass window, designed by children from local primary schools



shining across low maintenance plantings of cacti and succulents inside, adding a
different dimension to these plants. This design has been 'tailored' to operational
resources by Bradford City Council.

These are well maintained gardens under the supervision of Dan and his team of
volunteers who have skillfully adapted to harsh budget cuts, by reducing the amount of
seasonal bedding and planting more perennial plants in the Conservatory and Cafe beds.
Other examples include replacing linear rose beds with English Lavender whilst still
retaining standard roses in the middle of the bed ensuring an ongoing spectacular
floriferous show. There is a triangular group of three ornamental Cherry trees with an
under-planting of wildflowers planted gives an eye catching effect from a distance.

A wildflower meadow on a steep embankment above the toddlers play area is being
managed by 'differential mowing techniques by mowing out paths through the meadow
area. One of the raised beds, which abuts the refurbished conservatory, is educational
and explains how the moorland above Keighley Town is being restored by planting
different species of mosses, with water flows being managed by tied up rolls of coir
matting which slowly releases rain water.

With this being Bradford's City of Culture year there are plenty of family activities taking
place this summer in Cliffe Castle Gardens.

We were impressed with the innovative approaches of Dan and his team to keeping high
Horticultural standards in the park with diminishing budgets.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Consider developing a schools competition to design a flower bed or large planters
to an agreed theme.

e Consider working with local interest groups to promote participation in annual

animal/bird/insect counts to improve the understanding of local wildlife that venture
into the garden.

Friends of Royston Canal m

Overall Impression

The canal at Royston covers a mile stretch as a fresh water fishing facility started 25
years ago.



John and James maintain the footpath. Half has been recently resurfaced with rubber
crumb material and all rotten edging boards replaced. They keep this to a very high
standard by cutting back encroaching vegetation, such as brambles.

There are 44 fishing pegs which they maintain, with James building steps down on a few
making these more accessible for elderly anglers. All boundary fences rails are
maintained to a safe standard. This site is isolated and is prone to a lot of fly tipping
which is monitored by them. They recently caught a fly tipper and challenged them.
When they took a photo of the vehicle the driver tried to reverse into them. This driver is
being taken to court. This indicates how passionate they are in keeping the site to a very
high standard at all times throughout the year.

There is an information board giving notice of site rules, fishing matches, wild and bird life
and fund raising events. | commend the hard work these two men are doing in keeping
Royston Canal safe for fishermen, walkers and cyclists,

with John 'mentoring' James who is 17 and taking on challenges like tackling the graffiti

on the fences. The overall impression is excellent as both John and James are 'on top’ of
maintenance operations.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Work with Barnsley Council and South Yorkshire Police to put a covert camera in
the vegetation to obtain evidence on fly tipping as this is an ongoing problem.

e Alter gate arrangements to allow pedestrians and have a heavy duty combination
padlock.

e Habit planting with Hazel which can give extra cover for game birds.

Keighley Town Hall Square m

Overall Impression

As we arrived to meet our hosts in Keighly Town Hall Square, we immediately saw the
wow factor. The large formal gardens in the square have displays of floriferous seasonal
plants on a scale to give visual impact both up close and at a distance. This is
complemented by perimeter borders with aromatic perennials and shrubs to extend the
flowering season, which are maintained to a high standard.

A memorial to local hero Sir Tom Moore is surrounded by low growing seasonal planting
to highlight the area, the planting also serves to protect the memorial by removing the
need for grass cutting at close quarters.



A new time capsule and plinth has been created to provide an accessible capsule as the
original is buried under the War Memorial and, as such, will remain undisturbed.

A short line of street trees adjacent to the railings complements and enhances the overall
wow factor, with vibrant planting around the trees.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

The quality of the floral displays in the Square are noted, however it is worth the Team
considering:

. Any opportunities to develop bug hotels with the shrubbery in the gardens

. Use of winter flowering heathers within the island beds to provide year round
colour
Friends of Wilthorpe Park m

Overall Impression

A well kept park with good partnership working with BMBC Parks and Area Council
Team. Reserve for Marsh Tits in partnership with Yorkshire Wildlife Trust.

Good varied planting — spring bulbs, herbaceous borders, rose garden, matrue trees and
shrubs, with a back drop of well maintained lawned areas. Lovely mix of formal and
informal gardens. Excellent local connections with adjacent schools (and parents) and
local businesses.

Varied funding including from local businesses (and support in kind), Ward Alliance, local
MP etc. The recent Kings Award for Volunterring is a credit to the friends group and
shows the commitment over the years. Excellent schedule of year round events,
encourageing community use and enjoyment of the site, for the whoole commnuity.

Good interpretation and immaginative signing. Reference to local heritage good. Good
use of old paddling pool site as a childrens bike track, and recent additions to the facility
are being enjoyed by the youngsters.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Continue to seek volunteering opportunities with local business’s it may lead to
encouraging a few Friends of volunteers.

Good working relationship with the Parks Team, sharing ideas and knowledge, and
continue to seek funding to help sustain and improve this well-loved community park.



BRITAIN
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Judges Notes for Summer 2023

YORKSHIRE

Category C8: -Grow Your Community

Wilsden in Bloom Silver Gilt

Overall Impression

It was good to visit Wilsden and to meet a group of really dedicated people who are
determined to bring out the best in their community. It was good to hear about the amount
of support that the group get both from the Parish Council, the people of Wilsden and
other groups in the area.

We saw some very attractive gardens and colourful, well-tended pots outside houses .
Throughout the village were very attractive hanging baskets provided by the Parish
Council, especially attractive because each had its own particular scheme which is
unusual. The long lavender border, running along the side of the main road through the
village was a good idea, and it will bring in colour and scent and butterflies to this quite
busy roadside, which is really nice.

It was nice to see how well-tended and valued the war memorial is. The planting is
obviously carefully thought out and colourful and it was a nice touch to have the purple
and white planting in memory of animals that have died in warfare.

The painted stones, which children had laid at the memorial instead of wreathes was a
lovely idea. It was very impressive to hear that the group are helping with the creation of
the Bradford City Memorial project which commemorates the tragic fire some time ago at
the football club.

The Village Green , which the group is in the act of developing is a lovely idea for the
village and the leaf shaped bed is really attractive and it was nice to see the colourful
sustainable planting, which is being used in it.

Plants are being chosen very carefully and appropriately for the shaded area of the beds
and although quite recently planted they will develop well and then in a little while this will
become a most attractive bed.

The idea of putting stepping stones in the bed to make weeding and working it easier,
especially in muddy weather is a very good idea. The seating area , which the group are
looking after is a very useful feature of the village green , and it was a lovely idea to plant
lavender in tubs near the seats.



Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e The bus shelter, which is constructed from stones from the demolished Coop in
the village is an attractive feature, especially as it contains a large stone carved to
depict among other things, a bee hive. It was good to hear that this is hopefully
going to be restored. If this does happen it would be a good idea to introduce
planting around it and to make this a proper little village feature. Perhaps it might
be possible to develop it to hold a notice board to display information about the
many events happening in the village.

e The lavender border is lovely. Perhaps it might be possible to think about
introducing more pollinator friendly planting in the other areas throughout the
village.

e The community orchard is a lovely idea and hopefully it will prove possible.

Overall Impression

Wow!!!!' Vibrant, busy, bio- and otherwise diverse garden. Celebrating their 10th
anniversary. Lots of raised beds, both allocated to groups, e.g. Guides and local schools,
and managed by the community volunteers. Attractive flowers, fruit, veg and herb areas.
Wildlife areas with ponds etc. Space for children's play, including den making.

Good support from the community and variety of funding sources, both past and ongoing,
e.g. Tesco Bags of Health, Ward Alliance, Postcode Lottery, local donations and more.
Support from BMDC Environmental Tidy Team.

Young and old volunteers working together. Good plans to collect and distribute
rainwater around the site. Good appreciation of local history and heritage from VE Day
events to reflections and interpretation boards about old Hoyland and Barnsley: hence
Old Martha.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

I've been involved in many community gardens in Sheffield over the years, but this is one
of the best and well used ones I've seen. | can only encourage other community
gardeners to visit. | hope Old Martha's Yard will not be overwhelmed. | sense they can
deal with anything.



Kirkburton & High Burton Villages _

Overall Impression

Kirkburton and Highburton Villages are situated near to Huddersfield and can boast
beautiful views across the valley, rural tranquillity and a bustling town centre.

The volunteers across the town are enthusiastic, knowledgeable and proud — as they
should be. From the Burton Dean Park Community Field, the perennial meadow, tree
planting schemes, the wonderful Memorial Garden and the hard working cemetery team,
the community volunteers are passionate about where they live and should be proud of
their achievements.

The business community throughout the town also played their part in the bloom
campaign with many excellent floral displays and decorated shop windows. The judges
were particularly impressed with the heritage work taking place in the Memorial Garden
and at the cemetery churchyard.

An excellent first time Yorkshire in Bloom entry.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Perhaps some consideration could be given to a refurbishment of some elements
of street furniture — particularly the litterbins. Whilst we appreciate that this is not
something that the bloom group would be able to do themselves, perhaps some
pressure could be brought to bear on the authorities who may be able to organise
and plan a programme of refurbishment.

e Some of the notice boards at All Hallows Church are in need of refurbishment. The
volunteers are doing amazing work across this large cemetery and
new/reconditioned boards would complement this wonderful project.

¢ The judges were shown evidence across a wide range of projects — those
completed and those in progress. There is an incredible amount of volunteer work
taking place in Kirkburton but beware of spreading yourselves too thinly. What you
are all achieving is amazing but don’t dilute this by taking on more than you can
manage to your own high standards.



Rainbow community Garden m

Overall Impression

Rainbow Community Garden is tucked away behind bungalows in a cul de sac which was
formerly waste land. The group led by Brenda has developed into an integrated
community asset which is valued by a lot of people judging by the number of people at
their open day.

On the day of judging it was their annual Open Day and ITV Calendar news was filming.
This is another opportunity taken of publicising the excellent work that they are doing in
the local community and beyond. The community garden is open five days a week with a
group of 7 dedicated volunteers to provide growing and craft facilities after school for
young children in North Hull.

As you go through the entrance arch there is a community allotment hidden behind a
compostable toilet.

Raised brick planters, painted in bright blue background, have been decorated with
bright and vibrant colours provide a 'happy' environment for children. These planters were
designed by children, contain healthy growing plants including vegetables, such as
lettuce and carrots, herbs and annual flowers is the main growing areas for children to
plant, water and harvest the produce grown. A small glasshouse donated by a local
resident has healthy tomatoes growing. These areas show children where vegetables
come from.

One corner has a woodland walk with bamboo with wood chips as surfacing. A small
cottage garden with calendula's and perennials incorporates a bug hotel and leads to a
well established 'Willow Arch' providing dappled shade in warm weather.

A toddlers 'mud play pit' area with fine topsoil is well used for young children to dig. This
extended area is mostly paved and was a real surprise when cleared of bramble and
thistles.

There have been some challenges over the last 12 months with the main shed burnt
down, but undetermined the group and local community set about by having fund raising
events, and a new larger shed provides shelter for a large group of children using 6
tables measuring 1.8m. was built this spring. This is a great improvement on the old
shed.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Consider opportunities to introduce a water based wildlife habitat with Marginal
planting.



e Consider promoting use of community allotment more involving children to 'grow
their own' vegetables.

e Consider planting dwarf apple trees in the garden extention.
This is an amazing project which is a real community asset and has been going for over

25 years. The founder Brenda is retiring later this year but the good work of her team of
volunteers will continue for many years to come.

BT
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Category C9: - Railway Stations & Transport Hubs

Cottingham Parish Council & Working for Silver Gilt
Health CIC

Overall Impression

This entry has made a very good start in improving the environment on the station
platform and creating a welcoming space for railway passengers. The Working for Health
volunteers are actively involved in caring for and developing plans for the site and their
enthusiasm for this project was clear to see.

The area is clean, tidy and well maintained with colourful seasonal planting displays.
There is a plan in place for Winter & Spring planting to include herbs & ornamental
perennials which will enhance the planting scheme.

Planning is in progress to approach local companies for sponsorship of the planters
which will continue to raise the profile of the project and allow for its continued success.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

»  Could consider further signage to highlight the great work being done by the Working
for Health volunteers as Station Adopters, the progress of the project and their future
plans.

*  Could consider partnership working with other horticulture/wildlife groups to plan
areas that will further increase biodiversity on and around the site.



+  Could consider further developing your perennial planting plan to increase the
environmental sustainability of the site.

Friends of Sowerby Bridge Railway Station Gold and

Category Winner

Overall Impression

At first we thought we had been transported back in time to the golden age of train travel.
A very olde world looking train station with a very good range of plants and flowers in
barrels, tubs, seasonal flower and shrub beds.

Leading up to the station on the corner telephone box garden with the hidden compost
piles at the back. Then on past the café with its barrel planters some of the old wooden
ones now replaced with more sustainable plastic barrels. The platforms also briming with
colour with more barrels and planters giving an excellent wow factor. And fixed to the
railings all along both platforms information boards and story boards of local persons of
interest and a mural of the local sowerby geese, a flock of geese that are well-known in
the area for their habit of waddling through town and even stopping traffic. All this gives
the station an excellent local identity.

Regular posts on facebook and open meetings encourage locals to exchange ideas and
methods of funding. Plus the two organised coach trips that iare open for all to come
along. The Bronte garden also is a lovely place to sit with its old luggage cart and a
miniature train surrounded by an excellent choice of bee/insect friendly plants. Also more
info boards and a memorial area, bird boxes, insect hotel and hedgehog house. Watering
for all the planted features is collected from the rooftops in large containers.

All'in all it’'s a well looked after station very clean and welcoming and much loved, shown

by the school kids waving on the passing busses and the train driver tooting the horn. A
station so pretty passengers don’t want to get on the train to leave.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Looking forward to the Phone box replica on the entrance bed.
e Additional interpretation to explain to non-locals about the Sowerby geese.
¢ Relocate habitat pile and hedgehog house to a quieter area.

¢ Involve local infant school participation in the train box area.



Hunmanby Railway Station _

Overall Impression

For a relatively small space with a difficult environment (regular trains) Hunmanby Station
has an excellent range of flower displays in beds and planters that cater for everyone’s
taste including the local wildlife.

The platforms on both sides of the station are planted up. There are beds of perennials
and shrubs with containers and troughs with reservoirs and hanging baskets with cheerful
annuals which are bought as plug plants, some of which are overwintered. The plants
are lovingly cared for by John, who lives in the old station house, his family and groups of
volunteers and occasionally by Payback teams.

There are displays of artwork and bug hotels produced by the local schoolchildren as well
as a milk bottle top collection point, a Beach Flower Bed, which demonstrates a range of
planting opportunities with the use of old machinery to provide a planter as well as more
traditional planters, with the name of the station being spelt out in the middle of the bed
using local stone, and a small display of locally discovered fossils.

Bulbs are used for winter/spring colour and Christmas trees and festive lights are erected
in December. These features are very well received by the passengers who often help to
water the plants and who are encouraged to pick flowers and herbs. Events are held all
year and the station recently celebrated its 100th anniversary, There are potting sessions
and tubs are filled in memory of residents. Popins, a senior group and Forget me Not
and their carers are treated to trips out by the train service who also give sponsorship as
do local businesses.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e There is a very good relationship with Northern Rail who supply a cleaning firm
weekly.

e The station plays a significant role in the community and there is a Facebook
account and website, Leaflets with timetables and comprehensive informatiion of
events and activities in the village are delivered to all residences in the village.
The Food and Ale trail starts at station.

e The area at the back of the northbound platform is due to be developed into a wild
flower/natural garden which is slightly damp and will provide a link with a culvert
beyond the end of the platform which has a high density of damp loving
plants/animals. Ducks,weasels, and birds have already been observed there.



¢ When the fence has been replaced by Northern Rail, the bed will be planted with
a range of structural plants which will add eye interest.

e |t would be to display a poster publicising Yorkshire in Bloom to inform passengers
of your involvement

Hutton Cranswick Railway Station _

Overall Impression

The local volunteers have done a cracking job transforming this small Yorkshire Coast
railway station with carefully considered planting schemes and some novel artwork.

The station is a good example of sustainable planting, by using surplus plants from
elsewhere in the village and the wise choice of succulents has been a masterstroke
considering this year’s drought.

Bug hotels demonstrate that biodiversity can be improved in any environment.

This entry demonstrates what can be achieved from passionate people with minimal
support and it's hoped that Northern Rail are appreciative of the work they are doing.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

¢ |If possible, consider approaching Northern Rail to re-paint or just clean the white
boundary fencing. Although the standard of upkeep is high, this would significantly
improve things at relatively little cost.

o We acknowledge the bed that needs stability work on the ‘down’ southbound
platform is beyond the scope and means and responsibility of the ‘In Bloom’ group.
However, as a longer-term aspiration can the group work with the rail authorities to
improve this? One way could perhaps be through a match funding initiative with
support from Northern and Network Rail.

Bridlington Railway Station _

Overall Impression

The judges were very impressed by the efforts of Northern Rail’s Andy Loxton to provide
a very pleasant visitor experience.



Upon entering the ticket office and main hall, the numerous planters and hanging baskets
have instant impact. With the station dating back to 1846, there is some interesting
history that is well presented on display boards, such as the ‘Barrow Boys'.

It was pleasing to see part of the station being used as a community hub, particularly by
the MIND charity.

There are exciting plans to develop the former Station Buffet into a micro-brewery and
potential Bed and Breakfast.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e To compliment the lovely hanging baskets and spring bedding plants perhaps
consider the planting of herbaceous perennials that will provide year-round colour
and interest and make for more sustainable gardening, such as Heucheras,
Begenias and Hellebores

e Could the range of herbs already grown be expanded on and some simple ‘cut and
come again’ veg such as salad leaves be grown.

e |If possible, the painting/treating of the wooden planters would raise the already
high standard of upkeep.

Beverley Railway Station m

Overall Impression

Beverley station frontage has the wow factor. Whether you’re coming to or leaving from
Beverley by train you will know that the town has been truly taken over by the very
dedicated Beverley in Bloom team. The team has some 35 plus members half of which
turn up for weekly gardening days.

The results are there to be seen with an explosion of colour, in a well thought out planting
scheme within what was a drab municipal carpark and some very challenging ground
conditions have not deterred them.

They are well supported with grants and support from agencies such as the council
removing woody waste and providing mulch etc and the station café use the herbs in the
planters in their menus.



Judges feedback on areas for consideration
e Work with contractors to supply a planting list to replace planting once the new
fence has been installed.

¢ |f you consider expanding the wildlife garden once the new platform has been
installed provision should be made for a larger composting area.

¢ Look into planting woodland plants and spring bulbs in the new area at the exit to
the carpark with the knee rail fencing.

e Maybe look into a honesty box or similar scheme to raise money for the planting
and other in bloom initiatives around the town.

e Have in mind a 4 year plan to replace the trees planted in planters towards the
station entrance before they become too big to transplant.
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Category E1: - Young People’s Award

Woodmansey CE Primary School Silver Gilt

Overall Impression

This small friendly school is very much part of the community in a rural setting. It is very
keen to look after the environment and definitely has a green culture. The parents (and
grandparents) are very supportive and help whenever required, as are many other
volunteers from the village. Whenever anything is needed an empty wheelbarrow is
placed in the playground and will be filled with the required items.

Work is also carried out with outside organisations (e.g. RSPB) The photography
competition using a green lens, illustrates how the school incorporates nature into the
learning process. The school has a good-sized field which is used for very many
activities. It benefits from being surrounded by trees which were planted by volunteers
approximately 20 years ago. These provide shelter and are a real asset to wildlife. The
grounds of the school have a very good productive vegetable area with a wild area
behind it. There are also bird feeders, bird boxes (with blue tits in this year) and an area
for hedgehogs (who have been seen).



There are several good colourful planters and sunflower plants around the school all of
which the children look after.

The children are all growing pumpkins at home which they will bring in to school in
October. Parents are currently recording the progress of these by sending in
photographs. Communication is good within the school which has an excellent newsletter
for everyone to see

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

There has been a recent change in staffing, so this is an excellent first time entry with lots
of plans for the future including those for the 170 year anniversary next year, so keep up
this very good work.

e The school has achieved several awards that are displayed in the entrance.
Hopefully next year there will be information all about their Yorkshire in Bloom
entry.

e Good to hear about plans for a wildlife pond for next year

Molescroft Primary School _

Overall Impression

. In this School “Everybody cares, everybody learns, everybody matters” It has a long
history of very successful entries in Yorkshire in Bloom. It is their 50th Anniversary year
and all classes had decorated and filled half barrels with specially selected plants to
celebrate. It was good to meet the children who explained the results of the research
required to carry out this project. The plants were all well cared for and looked their best.

The school is very inclusive of environmental issues many of which are incorporated into
the curriculum. All children are included in the environmental and horticultural programme
of the school. Examples include the Molescroft Meadow, the wild area with a pond for
dipping and an outside space for pupils. Bird boxes, feeding stations and insect hotels
were noted. Pupil knowledge is good. The work with the Molescroft Wildlife Network is to
be commended and interesting to hear that 26 species of ladybirds were found on a site
that was visited.

Communication is good throughout and includes families, who provide help and support
to the school, the community and community groups. The School newsletter is good.
Funding is allocated from the school budget each year (Showing a commitment for
green issues including “In Bloom” right from the top) Good support and funding is also
sought from elsewhere. (Tesco’s are particularly generous).



Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e There is a well maintained kitchen garden producing a variety of fruit and
vegetables. Water butts and compost heaps were well used. It might be a good
idea to get further advice from specialists for pest control while maintaining the
organic nature of the garden.

e |t was noted that there is good communication with special interest groups which
should continue as it will always enhance the excellent learning in the school

Birkwood Primary School _

Overall Impression

There has been considerable disruption to the schools nature area. During the
construction of a fenced games field, the pupils lost their wildflower meadow and part of
their productive plot. They have however gained a long narrow strip of land, currently
overgrown and containing spoil heaps.

My three guides, representing all three hundred pupils who have the benefit of a
dedicated teacher, showed enthusiasm and knowledge and a great deal of pride in their
own and their classmates’ contributions. Within the plot were opportunities to discuss all
wildlife; bugs especially being popular, but evidence of nesting birds was also found.
Awareness of current topics was displayed, with raised beds, planted with flowers, salads
and vegetables, being named in honour of Kevin Sinfield, Rob Burrows and others. The
beds and plants were labelled and illustrated by all year groups using recycled materials
and fruit trees innovately identified by knitted examples of that fruit.

All plants were well cared for, healthy and thriving..

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

¢ An additional raised bed will add to the area available to plant up.

There will be considerable challenges involved in developing the newly acquired section
of land to create a quiet area for pupils to read or sit and relax. Perhaps some external
funding application or fundraising could be considered to facilitate this.



Thank you to Helen Wilson and Joe Rumney who gave me a tour of Malton school’'s
extensive grounds and the pupils who met me at different areas of interest. The children
have 1 weekly extra hour’s schooling to care for the areas not maintained by contractors.
They have dug out a path at the side of the kitchen and vegetable gardens where they
plant herbs and vegetables for the school kitchen and planted daffodil bulbs for spring
colour.

They have also improved the small pond area with it's many toads and newts and has
native hedging donated by the Woodland trust and hope to develop a new wildflower
meadow next to the playing field and new seasonal flower beds have been created
through donations from the local community and money raised from selling plants at
Malton show. The students plant hanging baskets which are displayed at the front of
school and sold to staff in the summer.’

Conservation and care for the environment is very important with no spaying of
chemicals and extensive composting — helped by a local farmer who delivers large
amounts of manure and topsoil, which has been used to fill the many filing cabinets which
have been recycled and are planted with plants for seasonal colour and displayed
around the school ground as well as plants in recycled wooden planters.

The school is involved with the scouts who plant 2 beds and are working towards their
gardening badges and also the children visit Helmsley Walled Garden which has given
lots of irises which now form a lovely blue border along with Lavender and Rosemary
near the tranquil Well Being Garden which is a pleasant retreat. Well done to everyone
involved making this such a lovely and diverse space for pupils at the school in The
outdoor environment.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

It was lovely to meet students in different areas but if it was possible it would be good to
see all the ones are involved in the weekly gardening hours

Oatlands Junior School _

Overall Impression

Thank you to Chris Grey, Mrs Bradley Coles along with some of the gardening club for a
delightful visit to Oatlands lovely school grounds. 13 children in gardening club which
started two years ago and 12 in the eco-committee and local brownies are also involved
having made a colourful bird house. Grass is cut by Browns team and the children are



involved in many planters across the back of the classrooms which have the bulbs in
winter and summer plants

Currently, the school is re-wilding some of it's grounds and children helped to make a
hedgehog highway and a wildlife sanctuary after an interesting talk by the hedgehog
rescue Charity. There was also a visit to the allotment open day and the PTA donated
money to buy two buddy benches for the quiet area. The lovely nature area and reading
retreat has apple trees, a small pond with tadpoles and frogs and a large bird table and
bughouse as well as a wild flower meadow. Parents and teachers and the children have
planted many saplings donated by the Woodland trust and the children have a compost
bin in each classroom for fruit — a local farmer donated seven tons of mulch which is used
in the many planters and beds which the children have planted around the school, either
with seasonal flowers or herbs such as rosemary, coriander and sweet basil as well as
vegetables all used in school kitchens. There is a rota for watering all the plants with the
help of the water butt donated by Yorkshire Water.

Are notices around school such as “Dig for Victory” and “Shh”near the bird house.

It was altogether a lovely visit to an inspiring school with it's dedicated teachers -Thank
you very much.
Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e There is little which can be said as the school is constantly adding areas and
getting more support from outside groups. Continue with this.

It would be very good to meet a group of children who are involved in various areas of
the school grounds.

Lord Deramore’s School _

Overall Impression

Many thanks to Helen Smith and two of the Year six students, Chloe and Clara for giving
me such an extensive tour of their delightful school with its extensive grounds. | was also
shown two videos - one of the Remembrance and Reflection Garden, which was
originally allotments and the second, of 32 children helping to dismantle old fence posts
and replace the posts to repair a hedgehog sanctuary and to protect children from the
large trees behind it. The school has won a gold award from the Hedgehog Friendly
Schools Project and there are several birdhouses in the forest area and bee hotels on
the school building.

The entrance to the school is through some lovely flower beds and blue planters donated
by a local business and planted for year round interest and in spring there is a snowdrop



rockery, with bluebells near the woodland area and lots of snowdrops and daffodils
around the hedging, cuttings from the original white rose bush which is the school’s logo
have been taken and planted around the school. In the large grass area behind the
school there is a greenhouse donated by Minster Lions and raised planters for each year
group which were all donated by volunteers from the University and are planted with
vegetables and herbs for the school kitchen

The School has a wonderful collage on the internal notice board with flags and markers to
the 60 nations where 217 of the children come from.

Care of the environment and eco-system and recycling is paramount. The greenhouse
base and shed was donated by local building contractors, including all tools and watering
cans are recycled — many from the tip. Watering of the planters and other plants is done
by each Year group on a weekly basis. A total of £75,000 has been raised for school
project(s) by sponsor events and donations. Altogether a most impressive school where
children have both academic and environmental education, it was a delight to visit - well
done to both teachers and children.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration
e |t was pleasure to be taken round by 2 of the pupils Chloe and Clara, but It would
have been good to have met other children from different year groups who are
responsible for certain areas, and possibly see the awards they have won. And

also meet some of the children who use and enjoy different parts of the garden.

e Perhaps more identification labels on some of the plants and planters hand done
by the children.

e Consider even more planting of the borders and hedges where there are gaps

Church House Pre School m

Overall Impression

The judges were unable to engage with the children in person as due to an unforeseen
incident the school had finished term early and so were not present during the visit.

There was however a warm and welcoming outdoor playground area with evidence of
pupil involvement in the seasonal planting.

Both herbs and flowers were well chosen and in good condition and extended to areas
outside the school premises.



The children had taken on board the “plant a wellie” idea which had been promoted
around the town and there were several impressive displays of this.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration
e Consider using more perennials and perhaps autumn/winter bulbs to promote year
round interest.

e Additional planting to attract insects would enhance the school, be beneficial to the
wildlife cycle and provide further teaching interest.

e Perhaps pupils could also provide signage to illustrate the plant to insect
relationship.

Hutton Cranswick Primary School Silver Gilt

Overall Impression

The school are very much at the forefront of outdoor learning and it was pleasing to see
that the children have access to excellent facilities such as a pond, outdoor theatre, and
the designated ‘wild’ outdoor class area.

Horticulture plays a big part in this and it was good to see this covering fruit, vegetables
and an appreciation of wildflowers. It was good to see the school pushing wildlife
conservation, with the emphasis on the vital role that insects play.

The more formal areas of the school are very well maintained and are a credit to the
caretaker/ground staff.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e |If it can be done safely perhaps consider the provision of more water butts and/or
the provision of self-watering planters to ease the pressure of watering in periods
of dry weather.

e The outdoor classroom is an excellent resource so perhaps consider adding a
couple of nest boxes and perhaps get the children to create a ‘tree trail’ or similar
where they can learn about trees with facts and figures.

e The tractor wheel planters would be further enhanced by the addition of extra
plants which could include small perennials such as heuchera or hebes.



Elloughton Primary School Silver Gilt

Overall Impression

This is a first time entry of a high standard. It was good to be shown round by Chris, the
school gardener, and members of the gardening club. The children were very
knowledgeable especially Fraser who had worked hard to plan the route to show
everything included in the judging criteria. It is evident that the whole school is
committed to good practice for the environment and horticulture. There is good support
from parents and the community It is always helpful to get help and advice form external
organisations as from Brough in Bloom and the Forestry Commission. Year 6 to plant
trees and will be consulting as to what to plant. These will be donated and planted with
help from parents.

The school has very good outdoor facilities which are well used. The borders contain a
variety of suitable sustainable planting around the edge and are well maintained. Some
interesting features include:-Ali’'s Garden, a lovely space planted with donated plants in
her memory, a wild flower border, a sensory garden and a very high quality Mud Café.
There is good use of recycling materials as with the bottle top planters. Everywhere was
very clean and tidy

Judges feedback on areas for consideration
¢ In reception there is a lot of information about the school achievements and we

hope to see the Yorkshire in Bloom entry featured next year.

e The insect hotel si good and perhaps in the future another one can be created by
the children.

e Continue to provide facilities for wild life, with bird feeders, bird boxes etc.

o Keep up the good work ensuring all the children are involved in the horticulture
and environmental issues whenever possible.
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Category E2: - Universities, Colleges and Further

Education Establishments

Overall Impression

The tour around the University of Leeds campus included not only landscape features but
also noted the number of long established buildings showing the different architecture of
the decades since the late 1700’s, now an integrated whole in what must be a pleasant
and attractive place to live, learn and work.

Amongst the maintained gardens and borders, areas for wildlife to prosper have been
introduced. Most notably of these the establishment of a large wildflower area on the
Western Campus Green, the hedge laying site at Cromer street a wonderful initiative, and
the wildflower area at the Charles Morris Hall.

The campus embraces a tree trail and with early discussions about a future potential
botanic garden taking place, the diversity of plant life would seem to be secure. This
together with opportunities for students and the community to get involved in volunteer
work or “Wild Work Days” at the North Hill Well Wood Project site and other locations
encourages participation in the promotion of habitat creation and the importance of
biodiversity, which is already practiced within the campus.

Throughout the campus in the grounds and on the buildings can be discovered an
impressive Public Art Trail, with some sculpted in the 1920’s and others from more
modern times.

Overall the landscape and features of the campus are well maintained and provide a
seasonal interest all year round and positive consideration is given to enhancing wildlife
where ever is possible and practical.

A special thanks go to Mike and Ed who guided the judge around the campus and
seemed to have an inexhaustible knowledge of the campus, its history and features.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration



e The recently experienced unusually hot and dry conditions have given priority to
consideration about recycling of grey water and rainwater. It may be felt
appropriate to explore opportunities that may be available on the campus.

e Having established a number of bug friendly borders across the campus, could a

consideration be made to introduce a “bug house” at many more of these locations
to further promote wildlife and increase diversity?

University of Bradford _

Overall Impression

The horticultural team at the University of Bradford are embracing sustainability in their
planting schemes. The team of four, along with an apprentice, look after this large
campus. The team are proud to say they have consistently received a Green Flag Award
since 2015.

There is a wide and varied variety of plants. The team use a local supplier, ACW
Landscapes for the some of their plants and compost, which is peat free.

The University is classed as an ‘edible campus’. On walking around it is clear to see
why. There are a large variety of fruit trees; plums, fig, apples, pears and quince
supplemented with red current, raspberry, golden raspberry and blackcurrants to name
but a few.

The small apiary contains 4 hives with a tutor working with students to care for the bees.

There are a number of rewilding areas complimented by the mown areas. Saplings from
the Woodland Trust have been planted here. The wooded area is a delight to walk
around, leading to one of the three ponds which can be found around the campus. The
living wall is well developed. The Peace Garden contains a sapling Gingko tree from
Hiroshima. Bradford is one of three universities to be given a sapling.

The outdoor seating areas have been thoughtfully planned and planted.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Your plans to redevelop the allotment to incorporate herbs for a sensory area
sound good. Try to encourage the new cohort of students to become more
involved — especially those who are working with the bees.

o We discussed the area around the Horton A building and the walk ways. This area
has been under construction due to Bradford Energy replacing gas and water
pipes. Your plans for reinstating bedding will improve the area. Consider the



edging of the grassed area that has been damaged due to it being a walk way
during the construction period.

Consider introducing identification boards or a QR code for each of the beds to
identify the plants. It may be that a student may wish to undertake this as a
project.



