
 
 

Judges Notes for Summer 2025 
 

 

 Category C1a: - Hamlet / Small Village 

 

Goldsborough 
 

 

Silver-Gilt 

 
Overall Impression 
 
A warm welcome to Goldsborough on their first year in the competitive categories of In 
Bloom! They have galvanised a dynamic and enthusiastic group of 30 volunteers who 
have connected with existing local groups to create a real energy to improving the village. 
A new Heritage board is at the heart of the village, with an immaculately maintained bus 
stop containing all village information (in lieu of a village hall), along with a lively 
WhatsApp group. Projects have been carefully considered without overstretching 
resources, installing a water butt alongside the new hanging baskets on the bus shelter, 
and creating floral ‘hot spots’ as points of interest at the entrance to the Knaresborough 
Round Walk. The group has adopted the window boxes of the recently closed pub and 
has cleaned the War Memorial. A sequence of bench maintenance is planned, the group 
supports the school garden club, and has involved the History Group, a local farmer (with 
a huge wildflower border), Goldsborough Hall and the church to spread the bloom. 
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 

• Plants have been carefully chosen, with a gold highlight throughout, and a more 
muted palette around the War Memorial. Next steps could include growing more 
herbaceous perennials and shrubs to give longevity and a longer season of 
interest as well as reducing watering.  

• Community Edible beds might enable those on the allotment waiting list to grow 
some vegetables & herbs.  

• The planting around the memorial trees would benefit from perennial planting, and 
the dry shaded border next to Goldsborough Hall could take inspiration from their 
shady planting.  

• Commuted sums are being used to install a rabbit proof fence around the 
allotments, and a large wild area has been created between the Cricket Club & 
new housing development. We discussed introducing yellow rattle (Rhinanthus 
major) seed to reduce the fertility of this patch, allowing more wildflowers to 
establish. If the aim is to minimise balls hitting the houses, perhaps this area could 
instead be a managed ‘cornfield’ with wheat growing alongside poppies, 
cornflowers & marguerites to still give height and reference the agricultural 
heritage of the village?  



• The group has visited Spofforth, an established In Bloom community & we would 
recommend making further connections with other groups in September at the 
Awards Event to gather further inspiration. 

• Communal composting is something that can take a high level of commitment, but 
a HotBin or small bay in the allotments or churchyard would take In Bloom waste, 
along with another water butt on the second bus shelter. There may even be an 
opportunity in time to investigate green roofs…! 

 
We were impressed by your energy and achievements in your first year and look forward 
to seeing your next steps! 
 
 
 
 

 

Flaxby 
 

 

Silver 

 
Overall Impression 
 
A welcome new entrant to the Small Village category, with some good initiatives 
instigated by the Parish Council & the In Bloom team to improve the limited municipal 
spaces and involve residents through carol singing, Blokes & a Brew, Garden parties and 
BBQs, sometimes sharing with neighbouring Goldsborough. Despite there being no 
village hub, and rare municipal verges & paths, neighbours open their houses to host 
events, put their own planters out and two residents grow plants for the village in their 
greenhouses.   Planters have been made from donated offcuts and have been filled with 
topsoil from a local farmer, and residents adopt an area each, taking responsibility for 
planting, weeding & watering their respective planters.  Funding comes from the Parish 
Council, fundraising and the local factory, and plants are sourced from Riverside Nursery 
& Goldsborough.  
An encouraging start to Flaxby’s In Bloom journey - we look forward to seeing them 
continue to bloom! 
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 

• Some good initiatives in a village with limited public space, involving a healthy 
number of village groups for 50 houses.  Next stages might include creating 
wildlife habitats / corridors in shared spaces (bird boxes, nesting supplies, bee 
habitats).  

• The suggested clear out along the village edge to remove bindweed could provide 
a valuable opportunity for a wildflower and habitat border. 

• We appreciated the planting of the Village triangle, a small public space in the 
village centre. Moving forward, there could be planning for longevity, a longer 
season of interest & sustainability of planting using herbaceous perennials and 
hardy shrubs that require less watering.  

• Co-ordinated planting schemes would create harmony throughout the In Bloom 
planters, perhaps connecting to local history & heritage?   Flaxby is an agricultural 



village, so perhaps perennial flax behind the village signs or wheat in a block 
under the village notice board could acknowledge this.  

• The Blokes & a Brew group, for example might hold a session making habitat 
boxes, or collecting information on local history? 

• The notice board could include information about the planting, even if just a QR 
code to a page on the Parish Council’s website.  

• There are opportunities to make watering easier for volunteers with the creative 
installation of guttering and space saving water butts on garages, the Village 
notice board, and possibly the fronts of houses. Knaresborough Waterside are 
squeezing water butts into the most unlikely of spaces and might provide some 
inspiration.  

 
A good first entry to a Yorkshire in Bloom category, who should take much 
encouragement from their hard work this year. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Firbeck Village 
 

 

Gold and 
Category Winner 

 
Overall Impression 
 
From start to finish, it was clear to see that Firbeck Village is proudly cared for and 
respected by all who reside there. Local residents all clearly contribute to the upkeep of 
the village, and all get involved in some way to raise money, host activities and events, or 
to make sure their gardens cater for wildlife with the addition of bird and bat boxes, water 
butts and ponds, and appropriate pollinator-attracting plants. Some residents also offer 
honesty boxes with cakes, eggs, plants, etc., which are well-kept, successful, and 
highlight the level of trust and good-will in the area.  
 
Not one bit of litter, graffiti, etc., was present, which made all the difference to the village 
and is rare to see across towns and villages. Everything was clean, tidy, and reflected the 
villagers’ mindsets and involvement. All grass verges were neatly cut, with the exception 
of a ‘no mow’ area for the protection of Bee Orchids discovered on the grass verge.   
 
Further evidence of sincere care for the village was present through the historical 
preservation of the hand-painted Millennium sign from the carving in the church, and 
through the successful restoration of the Village Hall Garden. The renovation is a 
tremendous achievement for the community, and it was great to see the perennials 
starting to become established. The selection of plants chosen for this garden have been 
carefully considered and are appropriate for the area, and to attract wildlife. Locals should 
be very proud of this achievement. The seed exchange in the restored phone box, and 
wheelbarrow planter near the painted sign, are great features to welcome visitors into the 
village. It was good to hear that seeds for the exchange are mainly collected from 
gardens. Judges also noted that the local pub gives a bright and colourful welcome, with 



hanging baskets and planters outside. This, along with the Village Hall Garden, makes 
entering the village a real delight. 

 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 

• The ha-ha restoration is certainly a unique and exciting historical project to work 
on. Judges look forward to seeing the work done here if this comes to fruition. A 
small, more formal information panel on the historical context of the ha-ha would 
work well here, as opposed to a typical interpretation board.  

• The horse statues / artwork for the racing history is another project judges look 
forward to seeing.  

• It was mentioned that the garden group are hoping to become a more formal 
group. This is a great idea to draw down funding for larger projects going forward, 
so judges look forward to this! 

 
 
 

Category C1b: - Village 
 
 
 

 

Grassington In Bloom 
 

 

Gold and 
Category Winner 

 
Overall Impression 
 
 
The visit to Grassington was idyllic. Upon arrival we were met by dedicated members of 
the group and given a tour around the local primary school garden and village. The 
village itself was clean and tidy, and it was evident they had a good amount of community 
support from local volunteers. The planters looked fresh and vibrant in and around the 
village and much thought had been given to water preservation with water butts and 
watering cans available in various places around the village. Watering cans were 
positioned by all the water stations to make it easy for people to keep plants hydrated (a 
much-needed resource in the current climate). Pollinators have been incorporated around 
the village and a wildflower area along with an Identification board, encouraging bees and 
wildlife.  The traditional theme of Mining Life was evident with the beautiful items such as 
the ‘Horse cart’ which had been planted and was blooming with perennial and annual 
plants and a great welcome to the village. 
 
At the local primary school judges were met and shown the school garden. Planters had 
been purpose built by a volunteer which were full of vegetables and children’s wellington 
boots had been planted and hung on the surrounding fence. The site had a pond, and the 
volunteers reported having frogs and toads. A water butt had been positioned at the end 
of the shed with watering cans for both children and staff to access and water regularly. 



Members of the in-bloom group went into to school each week to facilitate a session with 
school staff for children to enjoy and learn. A delight to hear. Working with the local 
primary school, children could get involve and learn in the great outdoors about nature 
and growing, this was lovely to see. 
 
The group were very well organised. A good system has also been established for 
volunteers highlighting which planters they were responsible for looking after and the 
dedication from everyone involved was evident.  Much of the barrel planters were 
sponsored by local businesses showing support and contributing to the sustainability for 
planting and keeping the areas vibrant.  A good range of year-round events such as 
Coffee morning, plant sales, fayres and the open gardens run regularly to raise funds for 
ongoing work and plans. Their enterprising ideas are a real asset within the community 
again demonstrating value, skills and dedication of the volunteers to keep things 
consistent and sustainable.  The notice boards in the centre of the square evidenced the 
work of the team and past awards and achievements, creating a sense of ‘community 
pride’. Through discussions and visible promotional materials judges could see and feel 
the strong sense of community offering a range of regular groups, activities, shows at the 
town hall and offering lots of opportunities to enjoy.  
 
The old stone houses and shops along with the planted areas gave a sense of charm and 
authentic flair. It is obvious the enthusiasm vibrancy, commitment, time and dedication of 
the volunteers is what makes Grassington a ‘truly great place’ and a lovely visit. The 
judges would like to thank all involved for their kind hospitality it was a real pleasure to 
meet everyone.  
 
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
 
• To help increase seasonal interest in the planted barrels, you may wish to introduce 

evergreens to the perennial planting 
• Consider creating 'menu' cards for each planter so those less knowledgeable 

members of the group have a guide as to what is a weed and what isn't. 
• Consider creating a toad abode near the pond at the local primary school also 

maybe a birdboxes and bug houses for the children to be involved in. 
• Introduce an information board in the pond and growing area, show lifecycles, some 

laminated sheets and I.D. cards for children to use as part of the curriculum to 
support outdoor learning. 

• If you have not already looked into this, the school gardening groups may wish to 
investigate joining the RHS campaign for Schools online, for access to useful 
resources and ideas. https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/school-gardening 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Category C1c: - Large Village 
 

 

Scholes in Bloom 
 

 

Gold 

 
Overall Impression 
 
Scholes is a well organised and well-honed bloom entry of many years with numerous 
baskets, planters and beds, sponsored by residents and local businesses, around every 
corner of the village. There are various specific areas such as the Peace Flame Garden, 
Japanese Garden, Coronation Corner, Library, W.I. Garden and Scholes Lodge Farm 
Field with its community orchard creating interesting and thought provoking areas for the 
residents to enjoy. Good use is made of Facebook and WhatsApp to spread the word and 
the Produce stall is an excellent way to swap or give away surplus crops. The primary 
school are producing the next generation of gardeners, designing the flower bed, a 
wildflower garden and vegetable growing. The judges look forward to seeing the 
development of a forest school and perhaps the school entering Yorkshire in Bloom in the 
next few years. The team should be congratulated for all the work throughout the year 
which is enjoyed by residents and visitors. There is a real village feel with many other 
events and organisations involved. 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 

• There are excellent interpretation boards about the heritage and use of agricultural 
equipment at various points around the village perhaps a history trail could be 
developed to chronicle the various stories of Scholes.  

• The Peace Garden is a focal point of the village and the judges wondered if the 
garden could be enhanced perhaps with a colour theme maybe white or possibly 
flame colours. For reds, oranges or yellows various plants might be considered 
crocosmia, rudbeckia, achillea, red hot pokers, daylilies, geum or salvia. White 
plants may include leucanthemum, anemone, phlox,and salvias.  

• Could there be some discussions with Leeds City Council to redesign the planting 
for the War Memorial with perennial plants perhaps with heathers?  

• The Japanese garden is enhanced with the recent improvements and the plans for 
further planting will certainly add to this site. Perhaps contact the Japanese 
Garden Society www.jgs.org.uk for further ideas. One of the members lives near 
York and maybe available for some advice.  

• Maybe consider changing some of the bedding areas to more perennial which may 
help to reduce some of the work planting out every year. Some areas under trees 
such as the W.I. tree might be better grassed down as the tree and bedding are 
competing for the available water. Consider choosing some stronger colours for 
the hanging baskets to help give a greater wow factor. With Scholes in Bloom 
coming up to a milestone with a silver anniversary in 2028 maybe there is 
opportunity to consider future projects/celebration. 

 



 

Hutton Cranswick in Bloom 
 

 

Gold 

 
Overall Impression 
 
This is an extremely well-coordinated entry and it was clear that the Parish Council, 
residents and local businesses all proudly support the Bloom initiative. Despite the 
challenging conditions of the drought, Pride and Ownership were forefront with several 
residents taking it on themselves to keep the village gateways in top condition through 
wise plant selection and no little effort. 
The recycled trough planters around the village are a novel idea and volunteers have 
taken it on themselves to enhance the Council grass-cutting. 
Litter was non-existent, local identity is celebrated and well-presented and biodiversity 
well considered with the Gatehouse Lake, Centenary Wood and the delightful pond on 
the village green all providing a haven for wildlife. 
The Sport and Recreation Association ground is a superbly well managed facility and for 
a relatively small area offers amazing opportunities to enjoy several sports. It was 
interesting to hear about plans to develop the site with a new cycle track.  
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 

• The village green pond is a delightful focal point and so perhaps consider an 
interpretation board highlighting the wildlife (Dragonflies etc, Pond Skaters etc) to 
complement the recent clearance work. 

• Could an area of the village green be given over to less-frequent mowing regime to 
break up the uniformity and to potentially benefit butterflies and moths. A small 
notice would inform folk of the purpose rather than it just being seen as a sign of 
neglect. 

• If possible, ask the Council to improve/replace the rather tired Public Footpath and 
Way of The Roses signs. These would raise the standard to a higher level. 

• The plan to enhance the area around the Airfield Memorial is welcome. The use of 
slate or ornamental stones or a few drought tolerant perennials will help to show 
the memorial off at its finest over time 

 
 

 

Roberttown in Bloom 
 

 

Gold and 
Category Winner 

 
Overall Impression 
 
 
Roberttown is a village with a long fascinating history complemented by the work the in-
bloom group do to make the whole village a beautiful and welcoming place for residents 
and visitors alike. The in-bloom group have done a wonderful job in making the town so 
attractive considering they were only set up in 2019. Louise and the team are a credit to 



the village and have created a thriving vibrant community, by involving so many different 
people or groups, be it residents, schools, businesses or the council. This is evidenced in 
the number of residents or businesses who take pride in their own gardens and 
businesses. There is a strong sense of social inclusion and of encouraging gardening to 
improve well-being. 
 
The group have a very active social media presence which helps them to reach a wider 
audience, including links to other groups in the town such as the knit and chatter group, 
scout groups, work with schools, local disabled people and the care home. All of which 
can be seen in the main square where the group post regular updates.   The group work 
hard to improve their environmental footprint by having well placed bat & bird boxes, bug 
hotels and water conservation across the village, including oil drums which have been 
converted into beautiful planters and eco-friendly, knitted hanging baskets.  
 
The group is responsible for the maintenance of several fantastic gardens across the 
village such as Commonside Garden, the Secret Garden, the Cricket Club Carden, which 
makes creative use of cricket memorabilia,  and the area next to the church, with its 
colourful telephone bird feeders.  There are several beautiful planters throughout the 
village, all of which are sponsored by local businesses or residents.  Many of the plants 
are grown and propagated by a member of the group leading to interesting displays and 
the regeneration and recycling of plants.  Nothing of use is wasted in this village.  
 
A fantastic and well thought out idea is the inclusion of herbs outside the local butchers 
which allows people to pick their own herbs to complement their choice of meat. This is 
backed up with an information sign in the butcher’s window explaining which herb goes 
best with which product.  
 
The inclusion of a plant swap area is an innovative idea which helps encourage residents 
to improve their own garden and provided a brilliant way for any excess plants to be 
utilised by passersby. 
 
 Plans for the new inclusive orchard area by the school have finally been agreed with 
work set to commence shortly. This area will improve what is already a fantastic and well-
maintained village and create an additional WOW factor. Regular events, such as the VE 
Day Celebrations and the Last of the Summer Wellington, help to raise funds to help to 
move all the group’s exciting plans forward. 
 
The judges would like to thank everybody involved with the tour and for all the hard work, 
effort, enthusiasm and dedication the group and associates put in throughout the year to 
keep Roberttown looking amazing. They are credit to the local community, and we wish 
them all the best in their future endeavours.   
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
 
• Judges were provided with an interesting history lesson during the tour and 

appreciated how steeped in history Roberttown is. Maybe the group could look at 
expanding on the information board in the remembrance garden by including 



additional information boards at key places across the village such as at 
Commonside Garden and at the Noddy Pit Hills Commemorative Rose Garden. 

 
• The future development of the inclusive orchard could provide a wonderful place to 

include some additional biodiversity such as a wildflower meadow. Also, the group 
may consider working alongside the council to incorporate additional wildflower 
areas in well selected grassland areas such as alongside the road at Commonside 
as the group already request a section of the grass by the hedge row be left by the 
council to increase the eco tones of this grass area. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Great and Little Preston in Bloom 
 

 

Gold 

 
Overall Impression 
 
We both noticed that driving through Great and Little Preston to the meeting point the 
impact of half barrel planters on the grass verges is eye catching. These are planted with 
summer flowering plants with perennials, mainly Purple Heuchera's. 
The planting, maintenance mainly watering,  deadheading and weeding is well planned 
by the co-ordinator. There is a Community Orchard and a 'growing' small arboretum with 
Oak and Mountain Ash trees in memory of volunteers, and they are labelled with 
stainless steel plaques. One thing which did impress us was that the church/ village hall 
is being used for a wedding later this year, and the bride asked if she could plant a line of 
Sunflowers along part of the route to the church, which is a different idea and the 
community benefits. 
 
A couple of large active compost bins are hidden in the shrubbery in Jubilee Garden.  At 
various road junctions in Great Preston, Leeds City Council had raised planters with 
shrubs. The volunteers group have improved the range of shrubs and taken over the 
maintenance which is noticeable.  Many of the new plants are propagated by volunteers.  
A permanent planting at Preston Corner with Palm trees and a dwarf boundary hedge is 
nurtured by a resident.  A very good entry and all the hard work of the co-ordinator Mrs 
Elizabeth Purt and individual volunteers who work well together and cover when one is on 
holiday. 
 
Maintenance is reduced by different coloured gravel which works well with the Palm 
trees.  There are two nature reserve areas in Great Preston which have information 
boards explaining the history of the site and what wildlife can be seen. 
The nature reserve has been improved with a community grant from Tesco which has 
enabled the group to upgrade the footpath and bridge over a stream making it wheelchair 
friendly. 
 
Challenges: 



The grass cutting on the Nature Reserve is out of the control of the volunteer group and 
is done by a local contractor. 
 
At the Great Preston Social Club a boundary wall to the car park has been knocked down 
recently falling onto a planted border. The volunteer for this site is trying to restore the 
planting in the border! 
 
In Little Preston several half barrel planters were maintained by a long standing local 
resident who had to step down. These are now maintained by two volunteers who have to 
take water in large containers in a car. 
 
We have to commend their efforts this year with the dry summer! The group is continually 
improving areas in Great Preston, and have created a rockery in a corner of a heavily 
shaded grass plot using plants given to them by residents. 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
 

• Broaden the range of perennials used in the half barrels using drought resistance 
plants. 
 

• With regards to mowing of the nature reserve, we suggest meeting with parish 
councillors and the contractor to explain when is the ideal time to cut the grass 
which is beneficial to wildlife. 
 

Investigate the possibility of installing water butt's around the village hall to capture water. 
 
 

Category C2: - Urban Community 
 
 

 

 
Thornton in Bloom 
 

 

Gold 

 
Overall Impression 
 
This entry demonstrated a strong connection to heritage and place and showed a real 
sense of community involvement.  
The commitment and enthusiasm from the volunteers across the wide variety of sites is 
clear to see. 
 



The group is effectively planning the development of their green spaces and promoting a 
cohesive approach around their green space to management and planting.  
 
The group are welcoming of new ideas and support each other, and residents across the 
community, to stimulate interest in caring for their local area.  
 
The Planting Boxes around the site are a great example of this as well as the Best Front 
Garden competitions, Open Garden event, Sapgate Community gardens, the community 
allotment plot, the graveyard developments and the involvement of school children in the 
tree planting scheme.  
 
 

 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
 
• Could consider more signage to highlight the work being done and the associated 

wildlife benefits, particularly in relation to the new graveyard work, with identification 
boards for flora and fauna. 

 
• Could consider increasing perennial planting, for example in the Ukrainian bed, with 

long flowering plants such as Salvias and Veronicas.   
 
 

 

 
Beeston in Bloom 
 

 
Gold 

 
Overall Impression 
 
Beeston in Bloom is rich with art, plants, community and talent.  The planting projects are 
now becoming well established displays that  bring cheerful colour and wildlife habitats to 
the town.  The increased use of shrubs and perennials results in a more sustainable 
environment which can better support insects, birds and other animals especially through 
the winter. The groups recycle and re-use ethos has seen the acquisition of planters and 
other pre-loved features, such as the love lock tree, which gives this urban landscape a 
unique aesthetic.     
 
Proud links to local history are visible in buildings, benches, memorials and information 
boards.  Even the utility boxes are painted to depict local themes including coal mines, the 
jam factory, local football team and intricate studies of buildings that would be otherwise 
be lost to the past. The Bloom group has also been involved with Heritage Open Day 
events.  
 
Art is woven into every corner of the landscape with tree sculptures, creative signage, 
beautifully detailed murals, themed and painted benches and utility boxes and knitted 



creations such as post box toppers. The litter pickers from Beeston womblers are vigilant 
and help keep the streets and green spaces safe, clean and inviting. They make good use 
of the Leeds Council agreement to collect purple bags left beside public bins.   
 
There is a strong core of members, supported by friends and family and the local Parks 
and Environmental services.  The group hosts various corporate volunteer days which 
bring helpful work hours and useful funding.  Other sources of funds include 3 annual plant 
sales, Christmas events and donations from local people and businesses.   
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
 

• Perhaps some consideration could be given to refreshing the planting at the 
suffragette bench. The plants in there at the moment will soon outstrip the space 
available, particularly the Mountain Ash, and may start to cause problems in the 
future. Your other containers across the town have beautiful plant combinations 
which are colourful and interesting. Could this be repeated here? 

  

• The art work which has been created on the utility boxes is brilliant, colourful and 
informative. Would it be possible to create a utility box event or trail to spread or 
capture your local history? Perhaps, also, the local stories that have been 
generated need to be recorded, in print or digitally, for future generations before 
they are lost altogether by the passage of time. 
 

• The judges were most impressed by the Cardinal Beds situated between busy 
roads and creating an oasis of colour. Could some thought be given to introducing a 
mulch on the beds (the paths are already mulched) to reduce need for watering and 
weeding of the borders?    
 

• Continue your quest to find a new green champion/volunteer caretaker for St Marys 
Church Garden to reinvigorate that key central area. This would be enormously 
helpful in reducing work pressure on already stretched Beeston in Bloom 
volunteers. 

 
 

Rawdon in Bloom 
 

Gold and 
Category Winner 

 
Overall Impression 
 
 
The Rawdon in Bloom team consist of 8 core members with around 20 other volunteers 
who help.  The team work well together with a great enthusiasm for Rawdon.  The 
knowledge and creativity of those involved has resulted in excellent results.  A focal point 
for the team is the allotments where many have their own individual plots including a 
Rawdon in Bloom plot.  This year they have grown 2,500 plants from seeds, and plants, 



wherever possible, are recycled and overwintered. The team have a composting area in 
the allotments, including the hot bin and the Japanese Bokashi composting methods.  
Many of the team use their allotments to grow for the town. 
 
There is an autumn planting scheme and they are increasing the number of sustainable 
plants into their town entry beds and those throughout. The colour scheme is consistent. 
Phil has created high quality wooden containers all with the Rawdon in Bloom branding.  
Each area we were shown the team had consulted with the local residents. Their views 
and ideas on plants were sought. Their help and support has been gained to fund, tidy and 
water.  
 
The ginnel is a new bed which already looks well established.  The colour scheme is 
consistent. We were very impressed with the development of the QR code for those who 
wished to identify the plants in the beds.  The team works with the local churches and 
young people including the Rainbows, Cubs and Scouts. At Trinity they are involved with 
growing edibles.     
 
Lynne along with her sisters and the library knitters have created some wonderful post box 
toppers and the ‘tapestry’ which is helping to disguise what is a concrete bus shelter.  
Despite their limited funds the team have supported the Shipley Men’s Shed by 
purchasing their handcrafted wheel barrows.  These are added to displays creating a 
theme throughout the town.  The school are using some to demonstrate their 6 key values.   
Private gardens were well kept which enhances the whole entry. Many businesses and 
residents support Rawdon in Bloom in different ways with sponsorship and donations. 
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
 

• Continue to increase the number of sustainable plants into your beds.  In particular 
the new ginnel bed. 
 

• Consider expanding the Incredible Edible project and link to the food bank. 
 

• The bird and bat boxes weren’t overly evident – we understand that many had to be 
removed due to work being undertaken and others were going to be moved to other 
locations. 
   

• Consider increasing wildlife supporting projects such as the planting in Over Lane. 
 

• Consider a re-wilding in your green space and creating a small pond area. 
 

• The WW1 memorial will benefit from the roses being deadheaded, though the 
images from a couple of weeks prior show what a wonderful and respectful display 
they make.  Hopefully, the poppies will continue to self-seed – as they did in France 
and Belgium. 

 
 



 
Calverley in Bloom 
 
 

 

Silver Gilt 

 
Overall Impression 
 
Calverley in bloom has certainly made a difference to the area in the last 25 years. The 
team look after 16 barrier baskets, tubs and several beds for pollinators in Victoria Park, all 
with Calverley in Bloom signage. There is support from all the businesses , adding their 
own floral features in particular the Little Coffee House and work in partnership with Leeds 
City Council in Victoria Park. There is also support from other organisations such as the 
Methodist Church, WI bed and Rotary Club.  
 
The allotments run by the Calverley Horticultural Society are well maintained, peat free 
and keen on sustainability and include some raised beds. Victoria Park is a well used and 
loved area providing excellent facilities such as cricket, tennis, bowls, football and a 
playground. Calverley Parkside School use it as their playing fields. The hedgehog garden 
is a marvellous project and used by the school children. The guttering on the fence is a 
great way of collecting water.  
 
The school children created some great posters for 25th anniversary perhaps next year 
they could create posters to encourage more volunteers which could be placed around the 
village perhaps in the shops and cafes. The sympathetic restoration of Grade 1 listed 
Calverley Old Hall by the Landmark Trust is remarkable with a lovely small reflection 
garden. It is good to see there are regular open days for visitors to access the site. 
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
 

• Could Scouts help with painting the railings at the Park with paint from Seagull 
Paints? There maybe other projects the Scouts or Brownies could get involved in 
such as creating insect hotels or litter picking.  
 

• There was discussion to try Crowd Funding to replace some of the wooden barrels. 
Maybe donation boxes in some of the shops for a specific project could be tried to 
raise funds and awareness. Another option might be a letter drop round the 
residential properties to raise funds and ask for volunteers.  
 

• The team could do with some additional volunteers to help with the Bloom 
campaign and keep continuity.  
 

• There are options to add some planters/insect hotels in the school playground and 
the school may wish to look at the web site for RHS Campaign for School 
Gardening www.rhs.org.uk for ideas.   
 



• There was discussion to use some of the barrier baskets for herbs near the school 
and possibly get the school children to look after them. There herbs could be used 
by the village as well. Other barrier baskets could have some permanent planting 
such as lavender added to reduce the amount of annual planting.  
 

• A check round the route a few days before judging would have been helpful to 
deadhead the bedding plants and remove weed from the planting containers.  
 

• The judges suggest visiting other local Bloom groups to discuss experiences and 
get some ideas. 

 
 

Category C3b: - Town 
 

 

 
Starbeck in Bloom 
 
 

 

Gold 

 
Overall Impression 
 
 
The tour of Starbeck began at the Harrogate Golf Club with a brief view of the splendid 
gardens at the clubhouse, as well as an introduction to the golf club’s ecology report for 
the 45-acre site where sustainability is practiced and actively programmed into the 
management of the site.   
 
What followed was a very well organised tour and introduction to Starbeck in Blooms wide 
spread activities and interests. Amongst these were Prospect Park with established 
plantings, a statue, a History Pavement a novel and practical way to celebrate interest 
sites in Starbec. and the sponsorship and memorial board, an innovative way of raising 
needed funds for the group.  
 
The visit to the station with its raised beds and planters, banners, murals and a very 
impressive Starbeck Rail History Banner celebrating 200 years of rail travel was 
memorable. The collaboration with other organisations to deliver this project deserves 
recognition and demonstrates the high levels of commitment by all volunteers seen 
throughout the visit.   
 
Colourful seasonal floral displays were seen in planters and containers along the high 
street, teamed with colourful community artwork themed with the 200 years of railways, 
secured to railings. Demonstrating the diversity of the group’s activities and levels of 
partnership working within Starbeck.  
 



Seeing the Grow it Corner,  Belmont Fields with its Addymans Wood, nectar beds, Nuttery, 
snowdrop walk and butterfly corner and many other sites where the group have 
established interest, it was clear to see that the enthusiasm of the group members has 
been sustained for many years and is a positive portent for the future. All members 
deserve to be congratulated for their sustained efforts and delivery of a high quality entry. 
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 

• The unusual Nuttery scheme is a marvellous initiative. To promote increased 
wildlife activity, expanding it in size could be a consideration for the future. 
 

• The nectar beds are sited at a good location for passers by to show interest. 
Additional signage and interpretation could further raise awareness of the value of 
the plants in encouraging invertebrates and other insects. 
 

• The impressive “grow it corner” could benefit from additional planters to grow 
espalier fruit trees along the fence line, adding more interest and variety.  

 
 

 

 

Elloughton cum Brough in Bloom 
 

 

Gold 

 
Overall Impression 
 
Elloughton cum Brough clearly understand sustainability, now celebrating twenty five 
years since being formed, and preparing for future years with a three year plan. This is 
clearly something to celebrate and to congratulate all those who have been and are 
involved in the  bloom group. 
 
As a long term project the sun lower sculpture must have special mention, created by 
Rupert Wilson it stands 3.5 metres high and is designed to be a symbol of hope, 
inspiration and happiness. Fund raising was for the materials and the artist donated his 
time, in fabricating the sculpture over a number of years as a gift to the community. The 
sun flowers are newly installed and further landscaping is planned for the site. 
 
Achievements really need a long list: manage 60 flower beds every week of the year, 
painting bus shelters  this version to remember world war 2, working with schools on 
garden projects, working with Duke of Edinburgh award participants, supporting Mires 
Beck special needs nursery, providing and managing areas to enhance nature and so the 
list could go on. 
 



 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
 

• Considerable work has been undertaken at Brough cross roads with some 
replanting in this difficult year to get young plants established this will need to be 
monitored to see how and what developed. The same comment applies to the 
newly planted Elloughton rings. 

• In some areas of bedding plants a slightly higher planting density would achieve a 
more impressive result and cover the bare soil. 

• Complete the sun flower landscaping and if or when possible consider renovating 
the front border with the overgrown Santalina . 

• Continue to plan and implement the plans as success is clearly seen through the 
area. 

 
. 
 
 

 

Todmorden in Bloom 
 
 

 

Gold and 
Category Winner  

 
Overall Impression 
 
Definitely the wow factor walking through this town. From tiny residential balconies full of 
colour, small court yards in car parks, views into gardens over walls along the canal tow 
path, to the floral displays within the main town precincts and shop fronts, it was a sight for 
the senses. 
  
The number of pocket parks and green spaces throughout the entry with a mix of 
sustainable planting, mature trees and shrubs were amazing, well maintained, well used 
and loved by all members of the community. 
 
Areas of note, “turning the town pink” in support of Cancer Research, seasonal barrier 
baskets, planters & hanging baskets all brimming with shades of pink. The Herb garden, 
where locals are encouraged to smell, touch, and taste (take away and use), with nods to 
the Asian community as well as the well-known English garden herbs. Patmos -old chapel 
gardens and memorial garden, again a fabulous mix of plants and mature trees, creating a 
tranquil and bio-diverse site in the middle of the town, lovely to see the Bug Hotel, 
designed by a local pupil, fabulous additional to the garden. The “Shuttle” bed, again a nod 
to the towns history, with both art and interpretation in the landscape. The Friends of 
Todmorden Station, with their upcycled pinnies, and creative planting, the “Stoodley Pike” 
borders in red & white to celebrate “Rail 200”, marking the 200-yr history of the railways, 
along with the history boards in the waiting room. Another to note is the edible beds with 
“Jean” in the Dig for Victory Garden. 
The works taking place in Central Vale Park and the renovation of the remembrance 
gardens, partnership working at its best between, the friend’s group, volunteers and the 



local town and district council, are to be commended and we’re sure future judges to the 
town will see the wonderful plans come to fruition. 
 
So much more you could say about this town; the fabulous community spirit, enthusiasm, 
and true grit to keep the standards up over the last 26yrs, for the benefit of those that live, 
work and visit, is to be commended. 
 
 

 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
 

• The use of the “Unused poly tunnel and greenhouse” at the senior school will be of 
huge benefit for the group to grow more of their own plants. A very useful asset for 
the group. 
 

• The completion of the renovations at the remembrance garden at Central Vale 
Park, along with the bandstand will only further enhance the entry. Once works are 
completed, it’s worth considering re-entering in the Parks & Open spaces category. 
 

• Worth considering an entry for the Friends of Todmorden Railway Station – again 
the works being carried out here are of note. 

 
. 
 

Category C3c: - Large Town 
 

 

Knaresborough 
 
 

 

Gold 

 
Overall Impression 
 
It was lovely to visit this beautiful and historic place and to see all its heritage and charm at 
its best. Our sincere thanks to all the team members who showed us around on the day of 
our visit, each contributed to our experience, and it was much appreciated. It is impressive to 
discover how many groups there are in the town working hard to make things even better.  
Knaresborough is clearly a lovely, thriving place to live and sites like Knaresborough Castle, 
Conyngham Hall and the Parish Church grounds provide lovely green spaces for community 
enjoyment. 
 
The Knaresborough in Bloom Team is actively punctuating life in the town with delightful 
pops of colour which tie the different parts of the town together as well as integrating with the 
wider town’s floral offerings. The plants in the containers supported by Knaresborough in 



Bloom were in excellent condition and care had clearly been taken to select plants, which 
would do well in peat free compost. It was good to see the rich and varied sustainable 
planting, which has been used in many areas to replace formal bedding. In all areas the 
quality of plants and plant maintenance was noticeable, greatly added to the character of the 
town and helped to make Knaresborough a really unique place. 
 
Mention must be made of the Kingfisher Kiosk at Conyngham Hall, which is a lovely spot 
and clearly doing a great deal for the people of the community, the community garden at the 
entrance to Stockwell Community Centre and the impressive allotment area shown to us. 
 
 

 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
The judges acknowledge that Knaresborough excelled with the community identity and 
cohesion across groups was impressive, the introduction of the Town Guides is an added 
bonus. It was wonderful to discover how much the people of Knaresborough love and value 
their community and contribute where possible, it was impressive to discover how many 
groups there are in the town working hard to make things even better. Clearly there is a lot 
of valuable communication going on in Knaresborough. 
 
In order to continue to improve and enhance the area it is suggested that the following could 
be considered: 
 
 
. 
 

 

Keighley 
 

 

 

Gold and Category 
Winner 

 
Overall Impression 
 
 
Keighley clearly delivers a wow factor across many of its areas. Our thanks to the whole 
team, including the Mayor, for their hospitality; we were impressed with the breadth of 
involvement and dedication given to making Keighly a nice place to live and work. In the 
Airedale Shopping Mall there are substantial planters decorated with the winning design 
from a local primary school competition which received over 400 entries. These planters and 
the artwork provide a welcome distraction to the eye. Planting is a mixture of shrubs, 
perennials and summer bedding – a delightful mix. The retail areas are enhanced by 
multiple amberol barrier planters containing fragrant petunias and there are 30 large hanging 
baskets decorating the outer structure of the mall.  
 
Keighley Town Council have encouraged and supported primary schools to plant 15,000 
daffodil bulbs and to sow wildflower meadows across Keighley providing a year round 
display as well attracting pollinating insects. These initiatives are linked to the Pollinator 



Projects. In addition a Fruit Works project is encouraging schools to plant fruit trees which 
the children and care for and harvest.  
 
Ingrow Railway station is enhanced by a cottage garden area planted mainly with 
perennials, supplemented by colourful annuals, with a ballast footpath leading visitors 
through the garden. The garden area is maintained to a high standard, with sweetpeas on a 
pyramid frame and the fragrant rose Bonica adding visual and aromatic highlights which 
attract pollinators which are also welcomed by a small bug hotel. The station composts 
green waste, with the compost bins being screened from the eye in the shrubbery. 
 
The station is making great efforts in wildflower planting which is an added benefit to the 
wildlife in the station area. This includes the bat population which roost at the station tunnel. 
 
Other areas of planting, hanging baskets, near the entrance add colour making the entrance 
more attractive. The small group of volunteers that support the station work hard to provide a 
warm floral welcome to customers using the station – well done. Overall the presentation of 
the town is a testament to all the vounteers working across Keighley in Bloom. 
 
 

 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
It is suggested that the following points be considered to further enhance the displays in 
Keighley: 
 
• The Railway Station has sufficient quality that it could be entered into the competition in 

it’s own right. 
 

• Consider opportunities to increase the number if large planters in pedestrian areas in 
the town centre. 
 

• Consider opportunities to increase the range and spread of bulbs across town, for 
example grass verges, to provide early colour. 

 
. 
 
 

 

Mirfield in Bloom 
 
 

 

Gold 

 
Overall Impression 
After a warm welcome from this thriving community we embarked on an intensive tour of 
this former industrial  town. The town itself offered a riot of colour mainly in the form of 
barrier planters, hanging baskets there was also some good examples of sustainable 
planting. The inventive trans Pennine bed and the snail trail made from recycle tree 
branches saved after the area was cleared earlier on this year offered interest and 



highlighted the in bloom groups activity, and growing influence making Mirfield a 
delightful place to live and work. 
 
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
 

• The route could be shortened to avoid duplication of the criteria with regards to 
natural environment and conservation as the church covered most of this and 
some outer sites that were not at their best even though they were points of 
interest on the route such as the wildflower banking opposite Aldi. 
 

• The coop shrub bed between the road and carpark would benefit from at least a 
trim and tidy up if not on list to be revamped in the near future. 
 

• It was good to see so many people along the route and maybe it would have 
been nice to meet more of the in bloomers at lunch or at the coffee stop in the 
library. 
 

• The sideshow at the start of the In Bloom tour was very informative however it 
would have been better on a larger screen and maybe shown again at lunch on a 
loop. 
 

• The future plans for wild flowers or daffodils on the banking facing the road at 
Ings Grove Park would create a stunning feature to the town if sponsorship could 
be found. 

 
 
 

Category C4a: - Bid/Town/City Centre Only 
 

 

 

Harrogate BID 
 
 

 

Gold 

 
Overall Impression 
 
In its fourth year, the Harrogate Floral Summer of Celebration showcases a wide range of 
displays and provides great photo opportunities for residents and visitors to promote the 
town’s floral heritage. An excellent collaboration with BID members (almost 500), North 
Yorkshire Council, Chamber of Commerce and Harrogate in Bloom, includes seasonally 
planted hanging baskets and barrier troughs, street art, displays explaining Harrogate’s 
spa heritage and a peaceful seating area in the library gardens.  
 



The trail displays are complemented by the excellent shop window dressing competition 
and demonstrate a great collective effort in brightening up the town centre.  Further 
planned activities take place throughout the seasons, the next is a Lego shop window trail, 
to entice even more visitors to Harrogate, all supported by a range of media outlets 
including the local Harrogate radio.  An entry with a well planned judging route, very 
informative and deserved compliments to all involved. 
 
 

 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
 

• Consider opportunities to use more live planting instead of artificial flowers in future 
displays. 
 

• Further ‘decoration’ of the BT boxes throughout the town would brighten up areas 
and provide year-round interest. 
 

The Cross James Street Arches are a great display and brighten up a cut-through. 
Consider planters – which could incorporate perennial planting – to enhance this area. 

. 
 
 
 

 

Ripon in Bloom 
 
 
 

 

Gold and 
Category Winner 

 
Overall Impression 
 
 
Everyone we met, who are associated with Ripon in Bloom, clearly love and care for the 
place where they live and work.  Colourful barrier baskets, hanging baskets and planters 
festoon the centre of the city together with knitted bunting and knitted banners which had 
been crafted by the Ripon Community Poppy Project to celebrate VE Day. 
 
There is a definite sense of heritage including the historic and continuing links to the Army, 
the Spa history, the Workhouse, Temple Gardens and the Cathedral. Interpretation boards 
around the city help to inform visitors and residents. 
Ripon in Bloom have well-established links with North Yorkshire Council, Ripon BID, Ripon 
City Council, Ripon Walled Garden, the Rotary Clubs and the Skell Valley Project. There 
are strong partnerships between all of these groups who are working to improve and 
enhance their environment. 
 
Communal open spaces are well-maintained and well-used. Spa Gardens, with its 
beautiful trees, colourful summer bedding, bowling green, bandstand and friendly café, 



regularly hosts events such as summer concerts and theatre productions. Spa Park has 
an exciting children’s playground, a traditional garden maze with stones provided by a 
local quarry and a felled tree trunk and log pile in one corner to encourage insects.  
Temple Gardens, which includes the old dissenters’ cemetery, has recently had a 
makeover thanks to a community fund grant. Ripon in Bloom volunteers along with 
students from Evolve and volunteers from the Skell Valley Project have made this small 
garden a relaxing and safer space for everyone.  Bedern Bank below the Cathedral has 
also recently been cleared and replanted with perennials and shrubs thanks to donations 
from the Harrogate & District Allotment Federation, Rotary Club and Ripon in Bloom.    
 
Ripon in Bloom has created excellent links with the local schools. It was lovely to meet the 
teachers and children in the nursery/reception class at St Wilfred’s Church where there is 
a sensory garden with lots of plants to smell and feel and where the children have 
opportunities to see how plants grow.  Bunches of flowers from the garden are sold to fund 
new seeds and the children have grown plants to enter in Ripley Show. 
 
There is very good evidence of efforts to encourage biodiversity in the rewilding area at 
Holy Trinity Church, the bike shed in the centre of town with the rewilding roof and 
particularly in the beautiful Victorian Garden at Ripon Workhouse, where heritage 
vegetables and fruit trees are grown. 
 
Well-established Ripon in Bloom competitions encourage the local pubs, businesses and 
schools to get involved in improving the environment. 
 
Ripon in Bloom can be justifiably proud of  in this small, vibrant Cathedral City. 
 
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
 

• The Barrier baskets, planters and hanging baskets provide a very colourful addition 
to the city centre around the Market Square and in front of the Town Hall. Consider 
trying to co-ordinate the choice of plants and the labelling of the planters  provided 
by Ripon in Bloom, Ripon BID and Ripon City Council to provide a more uniform 
look. 

 

• Consider alternative plants that can cope with drier conditions and look at places 
where you could incorporate more perennial planting to attract pollinators and 
reduce costs. 
 

 

• Watering has proved a challenge for everyone this year, particularly since the 
Yorkshire Water hosepipe ban.  Consider if there are areas where you could install 
more water butts to help during dry periods to reduce the reliance on mains water. 

 
. 
 
 
 



Category C5: - Coastal Communities 
 

 

Filey in Bloom 
 
 
 

 

Gold and 
Category Winner 

 

Overall Impression 
 
The town of Filey certainly has the wow factor and is a credit to the enthusiastic efforts of 
the in Bloom group who work closely with Keep Filey Tidy, Wildlife experts and the Council 
to create a wonderful, all year experience for both residents and tourists. 
 
All areas we visited delighted us with their appropriate planting, heritage sculptures and 
wildlife. T 
 
here has been a move towards more sustainable planting in the Crescent Gardens and 
many native species of trees have been added to the Glen Gardens. 
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
 

• The portable feather flags saying “Filey in bloom working here today” and the  Tshirts 
worn by the volunteers with FIley in Bloom on the  back are great ideas 

       
• Continue with engaging schools, cadets and Beavers and with your attempts to recruit 

new in Bloom members. 
       
• The pond at Northcliffe will benefit from the plans you have in hand as will the new 

noticeboard publicising Yorkshire in Bloom. 
       
• Some benches could do with a clean, it is recognised that seagulls are a feature of the   

seaside. 
 

 
 
 
 


