
 
 

Judges Notes for Summer 2025 
 

 

 Yorkshire Rose Golden Hop Awards 

 
Arthur's Café 

 

Five Hops 
 
Overall Impression 
 
1. This is not your average café! I was greeted beautifully clipped hedges, numerous 

beds planted with evergreen shrubs, which again were precisely clipped and shaped 
to complement the drought tolerant perennials planted alongside. It was good to see 
new saplings being planted. The herb garden works well alongside the seating area 
and has clear signage.  The Hydrangeas planted along the front of the café were 
stunning.  
 

2. The car parks, paths etc were completely weed free, no litter was present. The owners 
have thought very carefully about their outdoor furniture and provided not only tables 
and chairs under parasols but also pods which are enclosed to the elements, all 
furniture is extremely well maintained.  There were also clear signs and litter bins 
around the site. 
 

3. This is a very welcoming site, not only to humans but to dogs and horse riders using 
the nearby Bridleway with not only car parks for cars but a  Horse Park 

The owners and gardeners clearly take great pride in their work – well done and thank 
you for supporting Mirfield in Bloom! 

 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
1.  Some of the grassed areas could do with some attention, in particular the area at the 

bottom of the planted border where it was clearly suffering from the dry weather, 
where you may wish to consider a lawn treatment to reduce the amount of weed and 
encourage the grass to grow back strong. 
 

2. Some plants have suffered from the hot weather, consider replacing these with 
varieties that have flourished in the current conditions. 
 

3. Consider whether further herb planters might be created and visitors encouraged to 
harvest the herbs to take home 

 
 
 



 

 
Knowl Club 

 

Three Hops 
 
 
 
Overall Impression 
 
1. The planting along the front of Knowl club brings a welcome softness and pops of 

colour to this large building.  Planting is perennial and was on the whole surviving the 
weather well. 
 

2. The gravelled area to the front of the building was almose weed free. The parking/ 
seating area to the rear did however have weeds around the edge.  The picnic 
benches were in good conditions, parasols a little faded. 
 

3. The front is welcoming and there is clear signage by the entry door.  Generally tidy 
and welcoming. 
 

Thank you for supporting Mirfield in Bloom. 
 
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
1. When time and funds allow the railings and gate to the front would benefit greatly from 

some maintenance to prevent further corrosion and to smarten them up. 
 

2. Consider adding further interest be created to the front on the gravelled areas, 
perhaps 2 feature planters such as large half barrels planted with perennials or if you 
felt creative as you already have the gavel you could create a minimalistic Zen garden. 
 

3. If the seating area to the rear is used regularly you might consider weeding around the 
edges particular behind the seating and it would look smarter if the fending panels 
were all painted the same colour. 

 
 
 



 
The Flowerpot 

 

Five Hops 
 
 
Overall Impression 
 
1. From the roadside the colourful half barrels attract attention at the same time as 

separating the seating area from the pavement.  The pub was adorned with hanging 
baskets. The area to the front is appropriately planted with perennials and is well 
maintained. To the side is the pub’s private garden which had a bird feeder and 
appropriate planting.  To the rear a seated area with an eclectic mix of planted 
containers. 
 

2. The car park was almost weed free, there was no graffiti and the outdoor furniture was 
in good condition.  All the paving was clean. 
 

3. This is a pretty and welcoming pub with plenty of kerb appeal.  The owners clearly 
take pride in their pub – well done and thank you for supporting Mirfield in Bloom. 

 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
1. There were some empty stone planters in the perennial, perhaps these could be 

planed up or moved and utilised elsewhere. 
 

2. When time permits the Planters in the rear seating area could do with a little attention 
such as removal of weeds from the soil surface and if not fed recently a feed would be 
a good idea. 
 

3. Perhaps some scented herbs could be introduced into the rear seating area. 
 

4. The small side gate would benefit from a coat of paint. 
 
 
 



 

 
The Navigation Tavern 

 

Five Hops 
 
Overall Impression 
 
1. The Flamingo willow trees made effectively marked the entry door.  There are 

planted containers and colourful window baskets.  The Lavenders in the outdoor seating 
area were buzzing with bees.  Bamboo planted in tall containers has been cleverly used 
to screen the evet tent from the seating area.  At the back of this area the fence has 
been planted with a variety of evergreen and flowering plants to being colour to this 
more intimate seating area.  The plants were on the whole colourful and well 
maintained. 
 

2. The car park was clean tidy and weed free and there was no graffiti present.  The 
outdoor furniture painted in black along with the grey pergola, stone firepit and the 
variety of flooring materials used makes this a classy and very inviting seating area 
which borders onto the canalside. 
 

3. This is a welcoming and inviting place to visit 
 
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
1. The area where the empty barrels are stored looked a little unsightly on my visit 

although this is to the side of the bub it is noticeable, perhaps consider further 
screening of this area. 

 
2. Some of the plants in the wooden troughs appeared to have suffered from the hot 

weather, perhaps consider introducing more drought tolerant, perennial plants such as 
Lavender, rosemary and Heuchera which comes in a variety of leaf colours and is 
loved by the bees.  In baskets and containers  Bidens, Calendula, Nemesia and 
Pelargoniums and Begonia will usually withstand a dry spell. 
 

3. To keep it looking tidy the bamboo screening may need trimming a little more often. 
 
 
 



 
The Pear Tree Inn 

 

Five Hops 
 
 
Overall Impression 
 
1. Facing onto a main road colourful hanging baskets and bright parasols draw attention. 

There are matching planters to either side of both the front and side door.  Evergreen 
planting on the corner of the building gives all year round interest.  The rear of this pub 
borders onto the River Calder where there are 2 large seating areas with evergreens 
planted in containers bring the natural environment of the riverside into the seating 
areas. 
 

2. There outdoor furniture is varied and in good condition, there is also a bird table.  All 
areas including the car park were in the main weed fee, no sign of graffiti. 
 

3. From the road side this is a welcoming pub and the large seating areas to the rear are 
clearly a great asset to this pub.  It is clear to see that the owner takes pride in their 
establishment.  Thank you for supporting Mirfield in Bloom. 

 
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
1.  The wooded planters to either side of the front door had suffered from the hot 

temperatures, perhaps introduce some drought tolerant plants into these such as 
Lavenders, Heuchera, for a bust of colour Bidens, Calendula, Nemesia, Pelargoniums 
and Begonia will usually withstand a dry spell. 
 

2. Might it be possible to weed the BBQ area  and keep it clear and tidy so that it 
becomes more of a feature. 
 

3. When time and budget allow keep on top of maintenance of the fence along the 
riverside to prevent rotting. 

 
 
 



 

 
The Old Colonial 

 

Five Hops 
 
Overall Impression 
 
1. Recently under new management it looks as though the planting around the car park 

and seating areas is gradually being taken in hand.  As you drive in there is a 
memorial stone, the area around this had been weeded and planted with red 
begonias.  Then in front of the pub Beer barrels painted a lovely bright red and planted 
with bright welcoming bedding plants complement the hanging baskets and troughs 
and surround one of the seating areas.  There are other seating areas to the sides of 
the car park. 
 

2. The car park was weed free and the outdoor furniture is of good condition and it is 
clear to see that there is maintenance and renewal taking place as necessary.  There 
are also two Memorial benches which look to be relatively new to the site. 
 

3. This is a welcoming site and it will be interesting to see what else has been done in a 
year’s time.  Well done and thank you for supporting Mirfield in Bloom. 

 
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
1.  Continue to weed and prune the planted areas around the car park and replant gaps 

with drought tolerant varieties. 
 

2. If you replant the barrels for Autumn consider underplanting with spring flowing bulbs 
such as Crocus, Dwarf Narcissi and dwarf tulips to give some early colour before you 
replant of summer.  Bulb could also be incorporated into the area around the car park 
if there aren’t already some there. 
 

3. It is clear that work is in progress but try to keep the area at the top of the car park 
looking tidy.  Perhaps consider further screening this area if necessary. 

 
 
 



 

 
The Shoulder of Mutton 

 

Three Hops 
 
Overall Impression 
 
1.There are colourful planters to either side of the entrance, and a bright cheerful planted 

BBQ on the Small decked area.  To the side of the pub is a long thin seating area 
which is shaded by mature trees to one side.  There are colouful hanging baskets and 
some wooden planters to rear of this area. 
 

2. The outdoor furniture was of sound construction but would benefit from a coat of paint 
to keep it looking smart. There was good signage and the car park was weed free.  
The raised bed where the sign is had been gravelled as the maintenance of this in hot 
weather was difficult. 
 

3. The pub is tidy, welcoming and inviting.  Thank you for supporting Mirfield in Bloom. 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
1.  If budget will allow consider the addition of some troughs under the windows along 

the front of the building to either side of the entrance planted with drought tolerant 
perennials such as Lavender, heuchera etc These could also be underplanted with 
Spring Flowering bulbs such as dwarf Narcissi, crocus and dwarf Tulips to give early 
Spring colour.  Lighter colours would work well against the darker walls. 
 

2. Could a herb planter be introduced a the back of the seating area by the BBQ area? 
 

3. It would be a good idea to have a planned maintenance schedule for the repainting of 
the benches perhaps tackling one area at a time starting with the ones to front of the 
pub. 

 
 
 



 
Capri 

 

Four Hops 
 
Overall Impression 
 
1. To the left of the entrance way is an established evergreen bed, which has slate 

mulch.  There is a large outdoor space to the front of the venue which comprises of a 
decked area with planters and a grassed area with mature trees and shrubs.  The 
evergreen planting brings a sense of tranquillity to the space. The yellow hypericum 
along the back of the carpark were a delight.  There was also a log pile.  
 

2. The planters and outdoor furniture are appropriate to the space and well maintained 
as are the planters.  There were small weeds present in some areas around the car 
park. However the car park was clean  
 

3. This venue is clean tidy and welcoming. Thank you for supporting Mirfield in Bloom. 
 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
1.  If the back patio is used by customers consider using matching planters to give a 

more coordinated feel. 
 

2. The bed at the bottom of the lawn would benefit from additional planting as some 
plants seem to have been lost in the heat.  Consider drough tolerant, low maintenance 
plants. 
 

3. This may be out of your control but the container in the top left of the car park really 
would benefit from a coat of paint.  If permission could be sought perhaps you could 
invite some art students to create a design for it and repaint it. 

 
 
 



 
Saville Arms 

 

Five Hops 
 
 
Overall Impression 
 
1. On arrival at the Saville Arms I was greeted by bright colourful planters, one or two of 

the plants were suffering from the heat but others such as the begonias were thriving. 
The trough in the seated area contained an appropriate mix of perennial and bedding 
plants which were in good condition.  There were also hanging baskets around the car 
park and on the building.  There were also planted Wellies. 
 

2. The outdoor furniture was in good condition and well maintained. The dark colour in 
the seating alongside the colour used on the Barrells makes this a very attractive 
seating area. The car park was clean and tidy and almost weed free.  There is a 
second seating area to the other side of the car park which was equally well 
maintained.   
 

3. This is a tidy and welcoming establishment.  The owner clearly takes pride their 
business.  Well done and thank you for supporting Mirfield in Bloom. 

 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
1. Consider adding a couple more barrels one on the corner of the fence around the 

seating area and one on the corner of the shed to mark the entrance way. 
 

2. The sage green and black colour scheme is very effective, consider continuing this 
across to the other side of the car park. 
 

3. Could further hanging baskets be added to the sides of the pub to create more curb 
appeal. 

 
 
 



 

 
Stafford Arms 

 

Five Hops 
 
Overall Impression 
 
1. The front is welcoming with window boxes, troughs and many hanging baskets 

containing a mixture of perennial and bedding plants.  In the rear seating area which is 
a sun trap there was a herb bed. Keeping all these baskets and troughs watered 
without using a hosepipe will be very difficult. 
 

2. The outdoor seating was in good condition, there were a few weeds around the edges 
of the seating area but mainly weed free.  Car park was weed and litter free. There is a 
community Defibrillator by the front door. 
 

3. This is a tidy and welcoming establishment, the landlord clearly takes great pride in 
the Stafford Arms.  Well done and thank for supporting Yorkshire in Bloom. 

 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
1. In the rear seating area could a screen be used to hide the living wall planting pockets 

which aren’t used until Autumn, it looks a little bare with no plants in it. 
 

2. The bedding plants would benefit from more frequent dead heading if time permits. 
 

3. Whilst the top corner of the car park where the log store and bins are is isn’t 
particularly untidy it is unappealing to the eye, perhaps consider how you could 
improve this area. 

 
 
 

 



 
Liversedge Cricket Club 

 

Five Hops 
 
 
Overall Impression 
 
1. The entrance way is marked by two colourful half Barrells. On the roadside is a 

themed bed which included recycled stumps, bats, pads and a variety of containers 
etc There is a gravelled path through the bed to allow for weeding and watering.  
There was also a log pile and a bird box.  Along the car park an clubhouse were more 
colourful planters and hanging baskets. 
 

2. The car park was clean, tidy and almost weed free, there was a variety of outdoor 
furniture around the site which was of sound structure and well maintained.  The 
Cricket club support the community by hosting InPost lockers on the car park and 
there are banners supporting local businesses. Parking spaces were allocated for 
disabled visitors 
. 

3. The site is tidy, welcoming and inviting. I love that the team here have a bit of fun with 
the roadside bed.  Well done and thank you for supporting Roberttown in Bloom. 

 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
 

1. With the hotter summers, consider introducing some drought tolerant perennial 
plants to the planters on the car park. 
 

2. In the roadside bed there is some couch grass and other weeds/wild flowers coming 
through, whilst these are not unsightly in this particular bed if not kept under control 
some of these will start to take over again so try and keep on top of this. 
 

3. Regular dead heading will help to ensure that water is getting to the parts of the plant 
that need it and encourage the plants to produce new   flowers. 

 
 
 



 

 
Royal & Ancient 

 

Five Hops 
 
Overall Impression 
 
1. The front of the Royal & Ancient is adorned with large colourful hanging baskets 

and railing planters.  The trailing orange begonias worked particularly well.  The 
entrance is surrounded by colour and there is a woodstore which the insects will 
enjoy. 
 

2. There is good signage from the road to the car park which was clean, weed and 
litter free.  The outdoor furniture is appropriate and of sound construction.  The best 
possible use is made of the outside space. 
 

3. The team here have done well to keep the plants in such good condition 
considering the heat we have had, there is plenty of kerb appeal and the pub is 
welcoming and inviting.  Thank you for supporting Yorkshire in Bloom 

 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
1. Some of the outdoor seating would benefit from a new coat of stain, consider 

carrying this out on a rotational basis if time doesn’t allow for them all to be done at 
the same time. 
 

2. On the roadside to the right hand side of the building as you face it there is a bare 
piece of ground, could this be replanted with some evergreens if it is your land? 
 

3. Consider adding further railing planters perhaps incorporating some drought 
tolerant perennials to compliment the wonderful colourful hanging baskets. 

 
 
 



 

 
Jerome’s and Pavilion 

 

Five Hops & 
Category Winner 

 
Overall Impression 
 
1. The planted terraces, planters and hanging baskets provide an excellent array of 

colour and everything looked healthy and well-maintained. 
 

2. Everything was impressively clean and recently painted with a notable absence of 
weeds, tab ends and litter. 
 

       3.  The whole premises were very inviting and we certainly felt we could have 
enjoyed a meal/drink there and then had circumstances been different! 
 

 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
1. The addition of self-watering planters/tubs would ease the pressure of watering in 

periods of dry weather. 
 

2. This was all done to a very high standard and would be difficult to improve upon. 
 

3. If these can be permitted, perhaps consider a couple more hanging baskets along the 
rear of the building to add interest. Also consider a narrow planter along the side of the 
building, again if permitted. We weren’t aware of any interpretation regarding the 
history of the building. Assuming the building has an interesting background perhaps 
some information could be displayed? 

 
 
 

 



 

 
The White Horse Upper Poppleton 

 

Three Hops 
 
Overall Impression 
 
1. The White Horse Pub is situated in centre of the pretty village of Upper Poppleton near 

York. The wide roadside frontage has some wooden tables and benches for 
customers to use and there are wall baskets in front of each the windows. These have 
fared reasonably well in difficult weather conditions we have encountered this 
summer. The majority of the planting is to the side and the rear of the pub with a nice  
wooden  wall featuring dahlias, petunias and marigolds creating colour. The wooden 
trough and trellis planted with cordylines and tobacco plants was also very pretty. 
 

2. The premises were largely litter free, clean and tidy. There was no evidence of any 
graffiti, although there was a small amount of weed growth across the front of the 
premises. 
 

3. Overall, The White Horse at Upper Poppleton is tidy, welcoming and inviting. 
 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
1. Would it be possible to replicate the colour found at the back of the premises onto the 

front area? Some pots or wooden barrels filled with the same mixtures of plant 
material would look superb and would just soften the bare walls a little. 
 

2. The box at the back of the premises with the trellis is nicely planted with cordylines and 
tobacco plants but would benefit from an annual (or perennial) climber scrambling up 
it. This could be something as simple as some sweet peas for scent, some 
nasturtiums for colour or even some runner beans with their colourful flowers!  
 

3. The hydrangea would benefit from being moved into its own large pot as it is 
outgrowing its space at present. The box could then be planted with smaller but more 
colourful plants to give a longer season of interest and the trellises could also be 
utilised to grow small climbers and scramblers. 

 
 
 



 

 
The New Inn 

 

Four Hops 
 
Overall Impression 
 
1.  Situated on a busy corner the front of The New Inn draws your eye as right in front of 

it is one of the Village’s tiered planters and along its walls are brightly planted wall 
baskets which were all in good condition considering the weather conditions. 
 

2. To the rear is a large car park and seating area where the outdoor furniture was in 
good condition and there were further colourful planters.  The premises were weed 
and litter free. 
 

3. This establishment was welcoming and inviting, thank you for supporting Roberttown 
in Bloom. 

 
Judges feedback on areas for consideration 
 
1. Consider placing some colourful containers by the rear covered entrance to create a 

bright cheerful welcome at this side of the building. 
 

2. Consider introducing some drought tolerant scented plants into the seated area such 
as pots of Lavender. 
 

3. On the side of the extension at the rear of the building the paint is peeling away, a little 
maintenance here would lift the appearance. 
 

4. When time permits consider re-staining the whole of the benches in seated area not 
just the top of the seat and table as this again lift the overall appearance. 

 
 
 

 


