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Name of Entry:     Acre Court - Housing 21                                                        

 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 4 -  Thriving 

Areas of achievement: 

 

It was lovely to see the difference that this group makes to the residents of  
Acre Court and to see how many people are actually getting involved. It was 
very impressive to hear of residents, making their own wooden planting 
containers.  The gardening club which meets every other week is a lovely idea.  
It was good to hear that so much recycling is taking place and that the group is 
composting and making use of a water butt.    
 
It's good that provision is being made for wildlife on-site with bird feeders and 
leaving grass long where possible to encourage butterflies and wildlife.  It's 
good that the group are getting so much support from local councillors and 
community police officers. 
 
Events like the group's own Scarecrow Competition are a lovely idea. 
 

Areas for development: 

 

• Obviously conditions are dry but it might be a good idea to have a look at 
the memorial bed to the front of the site and consider perhaps some 
renewal, adding a lot of compost and perhaps even renewing, a little bit of 
the planting might be a good idea. 
 

• The hanging baskets with containers with silk flowers are colorful but 
perhaps it might be worth considering using more natural planting where 
possible to bring in colorful butterflies and bees. Perhaps there might be a 
local nursery that it was possible to work with. Obviously, this would take a 
little bit more maintenance in watering etc, but it might be a nice idea where 
possible. 
 

• Consider adding some scented planting in seating areas like lavender, 
which wouldn't take much maintenance or tubs of herbs perhaps? 
 

• If there's space in the back garden, perhaps it might be a nice idea to add a 
buddleia to bring in lots of butterflies for residents to enjoy while they're 
sitting in the garden. 
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Name of Entry:     Action Stations Bingley                                                        

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 

Level 3-Advancing 

Areas of achievement: 

 

Bingley railway station is a historic station being a Grade 2 listed building and it 
was good to meet a group of dedicated people who make great efforts to 
support and enhance it. 
 
The herb planters which are in the shape of a train are a good and original idea 
and it was pleasing to hear that local people are enjoying the herbs . 
 
The pictures by a local artist and children are a pleasing addition to the site. 
The raised raised bed celebrating the 5 rise locks in Bingley and the canal 
boats which have always used it is a lovely and original idea. 
 

Areas for development: 

 

• Perhaps it might be a good idea to consider a little more varied planting 
in the troughs, outside, at the base of the station walls. 
 

• It will be lovely, when the station authorities are able to find funds to 
clean the moss and algae off the station canopy as this will make the 
platforms much brighter and more welcoming. 
 

• Many stations find hanging baskets on the platforms a useful way of 
making the station bright and colourful and making using it a pleasant 
experience for travellers.It would be lovely if it was possible to do this at 
Bingley. 
 

• The platforms at Bingley are fine and wide . Perhaps it might be possible 
to install some planters in areas well back from the platform edge where 
they would not cause a problem but would make the the station a 
pleasant place for travellers. If watering is a problem under the canopy, 
there are many tough, tolerant plants that might be used, and it would 
be a lovely addition to the station if that was possible. 
 

• Perhaps a couple of really large tubs on the floor of the waiting rooms 
with a variety of planting in them might make the waiting room more 
relaxed and welcoming and would not cause a problem, being too heavy 
to move. 
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• The narrow boat feature is a lovely addition to the station.Perhaps it 
might be possible to add some planting that would just soften the edges 
and maybe show itself a little over the sides without obscuring the 
design of the bed. 
 

• It will be lovely to consider renewing the planting around the narrow boat 
feature,   a border of lavender at the top of the wall would be a lovely 
feature, bringing in perhaps some butterflies bees for passengers to 
enjoy. Where the soil is quite good there are many varieties of dwarf 
delphiniums now ,which might give the impression of water around the 
boat. 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Beckhill Community Garden                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Beatrice Myers 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 5 - Outstanding 

Areas of achievement: 

 

It was delightful to meet the people in this hardworking group. They have taken 
an unloved and overgrown and litter riddled site at the side of a road and within 
a year have transformed it into a rather small but lovely community garden.  
 
The standard of planting and the knowledge of horticulture shown by group 
members and especially the group leader Lynn is very impressive. They have 
made raised beds from recycled wood and their activities have earned them 
the respect and support of the entire local community and  businesses who 
were supporting them often by labour or donating materials. 
  
 They are working with local schools and with the local library and with 
organisations such as Feed Leeds. 
 
 One of their main aims bring children back to loving nature and to involve 
children in gardening and are encouraging children to find out about nature and 
have things on site like logs that the children could lift up to see what's living 
underneath. 
 
There are children, small children down to toddlers who come and work in the 
community garden and children living in the back-to-back housing near the site 
are taking up gardening  themselves and are growing things in their own 
gardens.  They are teaching children how to garden well,  doing activities such 
as planting bulbs in layers so that different bulbs are different depths with the 
children.  
 
Wildlife and conservation are really, really important to the group. Planting is 
done with wildlife and pollinaters in mind.  Interesting ideas like the 
development of a dead hedge on-site will help wildlife even more. The aim of 
the group is to involve children with nature as much as possible to bring them 
back to a love of the natural world.  All possible means are employed to make 
the group well known both in the local district and further afield. 
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Areas for development: 

 

• As the project grows consider putting in a crab apple and perhaps a 
buddleia for the benefit of wild life. 
 

• Consider adding tubs of lavender to bring scent and even more 
butterflies onto the site. 
 

• Perhaps as the project grows it might be possible to create 1 metre 
square beds that families with little or no garden space could use it grow 
things in. 
 

• Consider hosting a biggest sunflower competition for children or 
heaviest potatoes for families who can grow potatoes in a bag. 
 

• Consider hosting a painting and drawing competition for children based 
on butterflies seen on site. 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Friends of Crow Wood Park                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   David Hughes / Jo Birch 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 5- Outstanding 

Areas of achievement: 

 

On arrival at this impressive 14acre park that was opened in 1923 it was nice 
to see it is still looked after lovingly by the Friends of Crow Wood Park. Such a 
dedicated friendly enthusiastic group that organise so many events to keep this 
park an outstanding local feature.  
 
From its magnificent memorial entrance gates soon to be refurbed and along 
past the planted flower beds and bowling green area with its Bowling ball 
display ( Peters Pyramid). And not forgetting the Pavillion which is run and 
looked after by the friends group. With posters and pictures of the history of the 
park and the friends group. Such a great sense of community and friendship in 
the group all organising and taking part and participating in the many events 
such as Tai Chi sessions ,coffee mornings, line dancing and the Great get 
together event. Also the  clean-up days with in the park that helps enhance the 
maintenance  by the council team.  
 
 Just outside the pavilion is the newly renovated tennis courts and pétanque 
court. And as you walk on up the hill and through the woodland walk wildlife 
area you come out to a bench with the most spectacular view of the park and 
surrounding landscape. The newly planted trees that have now taken a hold as 
an extension to the woodland area. 
Areas for development: 

 

• Consider a wildlife information board in the woodland area.  
 

• Information board explaining the history of the Memorial gates and the 
park.  
 

• But mainly keep up the good work and community spirit that this group 
provides.  

 

 

RHS It’s Your Neighbourhood (IYN) Assessment Form 2025 



 

Rev. 01 – 17.02.2018 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Friends of Firth Park Allotments                                                        
 

Name of assessor:   Jess Whiting /Paul Marsh 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 3-Advancing 

Areas of achievement: 

 

Thank you to Saskia for giving up her time to show us the fantastic work she 
and the group are undertaking under difficult circumstance and resources. 
Friends of Firth Park Allotments greatly encourages community engagement 
through food-growing initiatives, particularly for parents, carers, and young 
children, aimed at promoting healthy lifestyles and education within the 
allotments.  
 
The allotment comprises of fruit trees, raised beds, which the group are having 
to utilise due to the slope of the allotments, polytunnels, wildlife areas, and a 
pond giving the opportunity for young families, those with learning disabilities, 
unemployed individuals to participate in the health benefits and green skills 
benefits these allotments offer. 
 
The thought of the environment has been incorporated throughout the site with 
the group reducing the use of plastics and by removing any plastics they find 
on site. 
 
The wildlife aspects of the allotments have also been considered with the 
introduction of a pond and they have some bird boxes and a bug hotel.  
The good practise of continuing  to compost on the site is in evidence. 
Although the site struggles to attract volunteers, the great work and dedication 
Saskia and the small team of volunteers have done and continue to do, and 
through their determination, have been rewarded with a Green Flag 
Community Award. 
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Areas for development: 

 
• Once the allotments are reopened the group needs to continue to develop 

the current plots and maybe concentrate on one specific part of the 
allotment at a time to utilise the labour and volunteers the group can 
organise and within their capabilities. 
 

• The group are continuing to work on plans to progress the site to allow 
children to use the site again aimed at education including the assistance 
with home schooling. 
 

• Continue to progress the hexagonal sandpit and level baths for children to 
safe garden. 
 

• Continue to publicise the Group as much as possible through open days 
and events to try and raise awareness of the great work you do to attract 
more volunteers for the long term future of the allotments. 

 
 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 



 

Rev. 01 – 17.02.2018 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Name of Entry:     Friends of Gleadless Valley Methodist Church                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Paul Marsh, Jessica Whiting 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 5 - Outstanding 

Areas of achievement: 

 

This fantastic community garden makes an instant, colourful impression on a 
busy, concrete street. Tall vegetable plots and a variety of flowers across the 
beds bring bursts of vibrant colour to the open space. Flowers were introduced 
to enhance the look of the beds, as suggested by locals, and this is exactly 
what is achieved with the selected poppies, foxgloves, and columbine to name 
a few. 
 
An abundance of berries line the back of the site, providing a natural break in 
the mown grass and wild areas. The wider community benefit from the variety 
of fruit and vegetables growing on site, with surplus being donated to food 
banks, and locals invited to take what they like. 
 
Wildlife is not forgotten about here with a bird feeder, bug house, and miniature 
pond present on site. The group also take care to collect water, create 
compost, and have a separate leaf mould bay on site. 
 
A brand-new project for the group was underway when the judges arrived. New 
planters in place of the old church cross that collapsed, with an elderberry in 
the middle. This will serve as a wonderful entrance piece, and judges look 
forward to seeing it finished.  
 
It was clear to see that this small group of volunteers are enthusiastic, hard-
working, and dedicated to the work, taking pride in the community garden. 
 

Areas for development: 

 

• The judges look forward to seeing the completed area of planters where 
the church cross once stood. Could the group include some information 
and a photo of the cross to show what was there before the planters, 
perhaps as an information board or within the existing notice board. 
 

• The wildflower / wild grass area mentioned at the side of the wall will be 
a good addition to naturally cover up the brick wall. 
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Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Friends of Sandringham Park                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Suzyn Hoyle / Helen Gregory 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 4-Thriving 

Areas of achievement: 

 

Sandringham Park is best described as a pocket park that has been created in 
an old quarry.   
 
The friends group are responsible for litter picking and generally keeping the 
park tidy. 
 
Kazia Knight is the lynchpin to this park.  The volunteers work hard to ensure 
there is no litter or graffiti.  The park has just retained its Green Flag Award 
which is a credit to this team. 
 

Areas for development: 

 

• Sadly, with the exception of Kazia, we did not meet any members of the 
Friends group.  It would have been good to understand the ethos of the 
park – it seems a very natural green area.  

 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 

RHS It’s Your Neighbourhood (IYN) Assessment Form 2025 



 

Rev. 01 – 17.02.2018 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Name of Entry:     Friends of Wombwell Park                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Andy Mumford 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 4 - Thriving 

Areas of achievement: 

 

The small team of volunteers excel in supporting & providing many yearly 
events in the park culmanating in the summer showcase event 'Picnic in the 
Park'.The onus from the group is supporting the local community which is 
clearly evident & such an important part of the group's vision. 
 
The group network fabuously with other local community groups & have made 
postive relationships with elected members to pull on funding streams to 
support their activities. 
 
The small raised planted beds at the main entrance to the park offer annual 
colour despite the regular plant thefts that hamper efforts. The group are also 
trying to improve the beds around the pavillion with sustainable planting & even 
a small wildflower meadow which unfortunately due to ground/climate 
conditions was struggling to flourish. 
 
The wider park is well kept & litter free with mature trees enhancing the 
landscape, play provision is good with a sizeable skate park, outdoor gym 
equipment & a playground all maintained by BMBC. 
 

Areas for development: 

 

• The group were a little disheartned with their horticultural efforts due in 
large to plant theft & ASB.  
 

• The beds around the pavillion could through joint working with 
BMBC/Stakeholders/Corporate Volunteers be improved by the 
replacement of well chosen sustainable planting at a relatively low cost, 
the combination of planting perennials in the autumn could alleviate the 
need for constant replacing of plants & also give overwintering time for 
establishment.  
 

• Small grant funds could help to achieve a project such as this as would 
canvassing local garden centre's/DIY chains for any suitable surplus 
plants. 
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Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     GROW Scarborough                                                       

 
Name of assessor:   Jo Birch 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 4 - Thriving 

Areas of achievement: 

 

It was a pleasure to visit Darren at Grow Scarbro and see the amazing amount 
of work that’s been done to renovate and restore the grow project at the Street 
Community Centre. 
 
This is a safe space where people of all abilities and ages can come to learn 
and share knowledge about growing fruit and veg, along with companion flower 
planting. All under the banner of Health & Wellbeing. 
 
Even after just a few years, it’s fabulous to hear about the seed library they are 
involved with, about opportunities for growing heritage veg and the trials with 
perennial vegetables. There’s a mini orchard, bee hives, wildflower areas and 
small pond, the dead hedge, all helping to increase bio-diversity within the 
space.  
 
Robs assistance with build projects like the compost area, steps, renovation of 
the sleeper beds and the addition of the greenhouses all helping to create this 
fabulous growing project. 
 
Recently the project received a Gold Award from Yorkshire Wildlife Trust for 
Wildlife Gardening, and a Best Community Project in 2024 from North Yorks 
CC. 
 

Areas for development: 

 

• Looking forward there are plans for a wall mosaic, the community have 
been working with a local artist; this will enhance the space and make 
good use of a bland building wall. 
 

• Plans to collect rainwater from the compost bays roof will be an added 
bonus for watering in the garden. 
 

• There are plans to rebuild the old wooden sleeper beds with more 
permanent breeze block bays, funding and sponsors permitting. 
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• There maybe an opportunity to do a little more relaxed mowing in the 
orchard space, maybe add more wildflowers to increase diversity, and 
the completion of the small pond area, bringing water into the gardens 
will be a real bonus to wildlife. 

 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     The Cuttings Gardening Club  
 

Name of assessor:   Steve Bumby 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 4 - Thriving 

Areas of achievement: 

At this modern residential care home called The Cuttings, I met Caroline the 
gardener and members of the Gardening Club who enthusiastically help to 
keep the grounds of the home maintained to the very good standard seen.  
 
The gardening club members, all residents at the home sow seeds and take 
cuttings to help produce plants for the well stocked allotment and vegetable 
garden. Some produce is used in the kitchen at the home with seasonal plants 
produced for the number of containers with floral displays. 
 
A newly constructed Poly Tunnel being put to good use to grow Peppers, 
tomatoes, lettuce and some Basil. This is sited in the grounds which are well 
landscaped and provide easy access for those with restricted mobility.  
 
There’s much to see with a tree plantation, orchard and meadow area, a 
wildlife area with a pond, accessible seating areas, a number of bee hives, a 
few chickens and the allotment area. Consideration is given to recycling with 
use of donated items and composting all to be used in enhancing the grounds 
to what was seen to be of a high standard. 
 
Areas for development: 

• To enhance further the appearance of the grounds in winter, in the tree 
plantation consideration could be given to planting groups of Cornus for 
their autumn and winter stem colour. 
 

• There is potential for some of the smaller structures at the home to be 
used for water capture in support of reducing mains water use. This 
coupled with more extensive use of mulch on the border displays will aid 
moisture retention and help plant growth. 
 

• The links with the Open Country charity are clearly successful. Further 
links with other groups such as Starbeck in Bloom and local schools are 
encouraged to help foster more local engagement and support. 
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Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Henry Vernone Court – Housing 21                                                       

 

Name of assessor:   Sheila Johnson 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 3 - Advancing 

Areas of achievement: 

 

Henry Vernone Court has a lovely and surprising courtyard garden which all 
the apartments overlook.  
 
Very colourful baskets and planters surround the area many of which are 
looked after by individual tenants. The garden is a lovely space which is used 
for socialising, gardening and community events such as the volunteer day 
involving local organisations and councillors.  
 
The wall murals are beautiful and really add something to the area. Permanent 
shrub planting gives structure and backbone to the garden. 

 

Areas for development: 

 

There is so much going on at Henry Vernone Court that it is hard to know 
where to begin.  
 

• Continue with your plans for the rockery and water feature and also for 
the bulb planting in autumn. It will be lovely to see the white pergola 
brighten up the shady corner. 
 

• The artwork for the new summer house will be superb if it is done to the 
same standard that you already have. The new furniture will also 
complement all of the work which is taking place.  
 

• It was lovely to chat to some of the residents and hear snippets of their 
stories. Perhaps you could consider recording some of these stories for 
future generations.  
 

Overall this is a very good first time entry into The RHS It's Your 
Neighbourhood Campaign and there is lots of potential to move through the 
grades to higher achievements. 
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Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     High Green in Bloom                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Suzyn Hoyle 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 5-Outstanding 

Areas of achievement: 

 

High Green in Bloom are a small, friendly and committed community group 
whose aim is to improve their village.  All the old existing wooden planters have 
now been replaced and repurposed at the Methodist Church.    The new 
planters have reservoirs and are mulched to help retain water, they contain 
sustainable and annual plants.  
 
The verges at the entries to the village are well maintained with natural plants 
that blend in with their local environment.  Pollinator friendly plants are all 
around.  It is good to hear that they have some business support and that 
locals assist with watering. 
 
At the entrance to the park there is a small well maintained community area 
which contains a Christmas tree.  It is a fabulous shape and the images from 
last year’s Christmas light switch on show how lovely it looks and how many 
residents attended this annual event. 
 

Areas for development: 

 

• Continue to try encourage new members to your team 
 

• Continue to encourage more businesses to sponsor a planter 
 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     HMP Leeds                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   David Ellis 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 4-Thriving 

Areas of achievement: 

 

Going to Leeds prison to inspect the landscape areas outside the main cell 
blocks was an incredible 'insight' as to what there is behind those large gates. 
The site slopes and the prison officer Phil has planted carpet bedding using 
blue lobelia to produce the Union Jack. Throughout the entrance area there are 
20 raised planters made of scaffolding planks left over from construction works. 
Phil doesn't have any choices of plants which are French Marigolds as they are 
grown at another prison.  He has a team of five regular prisoners who maintain 
the grounds by mowing large lawn areas. 
 
Phil is a person who looks for opportunities and he came up with the idea of 
showing his collection of birds of prey at the opening of a local new garden 
centre in exchange for plants. He has bought summer flowering Geraniums 
and  Verbena bonariensis to add height.  This initiative has enabled him to buy 
some heather's and conifers for planting on a steep slope he maintains.  His 
collection of birds of prey is increasing as West Yorkshire Police give them to 
him when they are confiscated. 
 
This has improved the area immensely and he regularly receives comments 
from his prison colleagues about how good the landscape grounds are.  A few 
inmates have painted murals on prison walls of their memories of Yorkshire. 
The quality of the painting is incredible. 
 
Phil has sown a wildflower meadow in the sunniest area of the prison. Phil has 
got a number of poly tunnels which are growing tomatoes in pots and other 
vegetables which go to the prison kitchen and any surpluses are sold to staff 
generating income to buy more plants. 
 
A bee hive produces honey to sell to buy more plants. 
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Areas for development: 

 

• On results achievements try to increase the grounds maintenance 
budget when a new governor takes office. 
 

• Sow more plants from seed in the poly tunnel to increase the range of 
seasonal summer bedding plants.  
 

• A good entry with a prison officer who has enthused 2 of the 5 prisoners 
into going into a career when they are released.  HMP Leeds should 
consider entering the main competition. 
 

• Permanent planting of union jack bed for example use of alpines such 
as Sempervirons 

 
 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     HMP YOI Wetherby                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Sheila Johnson & Helen Gregory 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 3-Advancing 

Areas of achievement: 

HMP Young Offenders Institute (YOI) Wetherby could be an austere place but 
the colourful reception area planted by “the lads” gives a warm welcome to 
visitors. This is a very young project, only a few months old, so only in its 
infancy, but the staff and students are “dreaming big”!  
 
Already they have created The Hive project with its outdoor kitchen and pizza 
oven and planted hanging baskets to soften bare walls. The rockery area 
looked good with the ageratum flowing out of the pots and the poly tunnel was 
bursting with work projects.  
 
It was lovely to hear of, and be shown, so many future plans such as the 
outdoor classroom, orchard, aviary wildflower meadow and bee hives. So 
many ideas and projects but the best evidence we could see and hear was the 
profound effect that working outdoors was having on the youngsters we met 
and who showed us around. They were so proud of what they had achieved in 
such a short time and the skills they had already gathered. We hope for a good 
future for this project and especially for the lads who are fortunate to work on it. 
 
Areas for development: 

• At the beginning of any new project everyone is dreaming and planning 
what they want to see and do. This is great but beware of starting so 
many projects all at once and not being able to finish them to the high 
standard you have started. You have set the bar high in The Hive and 
areas you have already developed but keep focussed and try to 
complete a task to a high standard before moving on to the next. 
 

• We look forward to hearing about Phase Two of the project and hope 
that there will be enough staff, resources and “lads” to be able to do 
everything you want to, but maybe a list of priorities would be good to 
enable you to focus on the long term, perhaps over a 5 year period 
enabling you to budget and plan ahead. Don’t spread yourselves too 
thinly!  

What a fantastic project which will grow and develop as will the staff and 
lads who are working together on it. Thanks for a great visit. 
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Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Hookstone and Stonefall Action Group       
Name of assessor:   Steve Bumby 

 
Areas of achievement: 

 

The Stonefall and Panhandle Parks were a pleasure to visit. The members of 
the group are clearly enthusiastic and impressed with their knowledge and 
commitment. Much of the site was formerly brickworks and a quarry and was 
subsequently used for landfill, which was then capped to create what is now a 
wildlife haven.  
 
A managed wild area has been created with zones having different mowing 
regimes to promote diversity of flora and fauna, and an area in the middle of 
the park with a traditional mowing frequency for casual use and ball games. 
The parks are interconnected with a former raised railway embankment at the 
centre. Although the embankment is privately owned it blends seamlessly into 
the parks adding a wealth and variety of established trees and vegetation ideal 
for wildlife. 
 
The group have a good working relationship with the local authority, relying on 
them for major works such as mowing and tree pruning. Also the Open Country 
charity for further works and have in the past had assistance from Yorkshire 
Guild of Dry Stone Waller’s to build the information board located at the parks 
southern entrance. The group should be congratulated for their endeavours 
over the years and their work within the community and rightly proud of what 
has been achieved.  
 

Areas for development: 

 

• The installation of an additional information board at the Eleanor Road 
entrance may help the group inform even more local residents about the 
group and their current activities. 
 

• When the group develop their bughouses could they consider also 
adding bat boxes and bird boxes into the parks. 
 

• The identification of the many wild flowers and plants was impressive 
could this be further developed adding a recognised tree trail around 
both sites? 
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Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Horton in Ribblesdale Station                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Peter Oddy 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 5-Outstanding 

Areas of achievement: 

 

The planted areas were a good mix of seasonal and perennial colour creating 
reasonably low maintenance.  The banking on the down line has been 
intentionally left to nature and offers a really good natural back drop that is full 
of native flora and fauna. 
 
It was good to see the revamped onsite café and the way its being used to 
enhance the visitor experience.  I was also encouraged by the use of the old 
station buildings for and air B&B bringing revenue to the station. New water 
butts have been installed for this year and will make watering easier in the 
future.  
 

Areas for development: 

 

• Work with the contractors that are due to replace the fence on the up 
line with regards to planting after its finished. 
 

• Carry on with plans to create a kitchen garden and the possible 
development of picnic tables. 
 

• The banking area on the down line will need a management/ 
maintenance plant put into place to remove invasive species for time to 
time. 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Hoyland Common Residents Group Community Garden                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   John Le Corney 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 3 - Advancing 

Areas of achievement: 

 

The allotment group was founded from the local residents group by a local 
BMDC Councillor. They came on site - a neglected, overgrown, rubbish 
dumped municiple allotment - in March 2024.  In the last 16 months great 
progress has been made.   
 
Rubbish and debris cleared, the garden designed, paths laid, raised beds 
constructed, a greenhouse sourced and erected, sheds cleaned and painted, 
water collection and storage systems planned.   
 
Crops, wildflowers and other planting has been carried out, fruit trees 
preserved, hedges trimmed, bird and bug boxes constructed and placed on site 
and much more.   
 
A lot of work for a small dedicated group of volunteers.  Local funding has been 
sourced and more is being sought.  The Community Shop run sessions on 
Thursdays and plan to use the crops in the communal meals they provide.  
 
A group of home schooled children use the site on Mondays.  Discussions 
happen and decisions are made at the local Residents Association meetings.  
Lots is happening. 
 
Areas for development: 

 

After only 16 months on site lots still to do.   
 

• The group are thinking about winter tasks.  Developing good composting 
systems are a good project.  Green waste from the site and (some) food 
waste from the Community Shop and other sources can be used to 
produce good compost which can be added to the soil in the raised beds 
to improve soil structure, water holding capacity and even better plant 
growing. 
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Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Incredible Edible Northallerton                                                        

 
Name of assessor:   Deirdre Walton 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 4 - Thriving 

Areas of achievement: 

 

Incredible Edible Northallerton is an ‘offshoot’ which has developed from the 
success of the Northallerton Secret Garden in the last three years. Currently 
three sites are included in the project – Applegarth, Cherrycroft and most 
recently the Train Station. The Applegarth site is in an open public area 
adjacent to a public path leading from an area of housing to a school, playpark 
and other facilities.  
 
There are raised beds for vegetable and herb growing with fruit trees and 
bushes growing alongside the exterior wall of a building. A picnic bench, 
compost bins, waterbutt and bug hotel are also on-site. An interpretation panel 
gives general guidance on picking crops with a QR code to the I.E.N.  
Facebook page where further information is given on vegetables and fruit 
ready for harvesting. 
 
The Cherrycroft site contains similar elements and benefits in terms of 
maintenance and cultivation from being in a quieter position albeit still next to a 
well-used pathway. Pictures drawn by local schoolchildren decorate the fence 
at the back of the site. 
 
At the station attractive wooden planters have been built by a local charity and 
a nearby garden centre has provided plants. Watering is being undertaken by 
railway staff. 
 
With the experience of the secret garden behind them this new project is 
moving forward well, using the model of the initial Todmorden initiative. It has 
become well established in a comparatively short space of time, but is not 
without its challenges due to the more open nature of the sites. 
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Areas for development: 

 
• It has been recognised that to ensure on-going maintenance of the 

Applegarth site a group of regular volunteers is needed. Could members of 
the nearby housing or perhaps school parents be encouraged to monitor 
the site for litter and vandalism and report to the gardening group as 
necessary? 
 

• It was good to hear that a local lady had developed an African ‘keyhole’ 
garden on the site. Unfortunately, however, this was no longer being 
maintained. A regular gardening group might be able to support individuals 
who wish to take ownership of an individual plot. 
 

• The plan to replace the wildflower edging strips on the two initial sites 
makes practical sense. They will be easier to maintain once established, 
they will provide ‘food’ and many herbs eg chives, marjoram etc are 
particularly attractive to bees and other insects. 
 

• Although QR codes on the harvesting advice boards link to the Facebook 
page with more specific information on availability, this information can 
soon be lost in amongst other posts. Could a wall mounted blackboard at 
each site be used to give this advice? 
 

• Another thought, perhaps more suited to being delivered on Facebook, 
would be to have simple recipes or suggestions for the use of the 
vegetable and fruit. 

 
 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Mayroyd Moorings                                                        

 
Name of assessor:   Suzyn Hoyle 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 4-Thriving 

Areas of achievement: 

 

When viewing Mayroyd Moorings from the towpath you are initially hit by a 
burst of colour from all the potted plants at all levels in a variety of sizes and 
proportions.  This is a small community of 14 boats moored in Hebden Bridge.  
Many people walk on the towpath and stop look. 
 
There is a mix of annual and sustainable plants in a great variety of pots and 
things that have been repurposed such as old walking boots and galvanised 
tins to name but a few.  Each boat is different and individual which makes the 
area interesting and special.  
 
It is clear to see there is a real drive to improve further this wonderfully natural 
area without spoiling it.  The residents have formed a WhatsApp group to 
communicate. There is a composting area where the annual plants are placed 
to create compost for the following year. 
 
Initially they removed some large conifers which has created a much better 
space and brings more light into the area. Small gardening spaces have been 
developed by residents with raised beds for growing vegetables. There is a pen 
housing 4 hens who are prolific egg layers.  Residents pay 15p for an egg, the 
money going back into purchasing food for the hens. 
 
A yearly grant has been awarded by Hebden Royd Town Council for bulbs 
which have been planted down the towpaths and around the homes.  There 
are bird and bat boxes.  The very natural area on the high banking has been 
left to encourage wildlife and pollinators. 
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Areas for development: 

 

• Continue to add wildflowers to this area. 
 

• Consider removing some the ivy that has become invasive. 
 

• There may be further avenues for funding improvements. 
 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Northallerton Secret Garden                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Deirdre Walton 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 5 - Outstanding 

Areas of achievement: 

 

Over a period of almost ten years, this wonderful little garden tucked away 
behind the High Street of Northallerton has been developed from a derelict and 
overgrown plot into a space which is not only used and appreciated by the local 
community but is visited by tourists to the town.  
 
A dedicated group of volunteers develop and maintain the space, with regular 
gardening sessions twice weekly. The garden is open to the public twice a 
week but is used at other times by groups such as the local cubs, schools and 
referrals from Living Well. The adjacent local church rents the land and plant 
sales generate income for the garden. Gifts in kind from the local individuals 
and businesses further support the garden. 
 
Managed along sustainable principles, packed into this small space are 
ornamental plantings, two ponds, fruit trees and vegetable plots, a ‘forest 
school’ area for families, a wildflower area and a recycling area including 
compost bins. Plantings are also designed to attract wildlife and a blackboard 
records a range of bird visitors/residents to the garden. 
 
The garden is well established and known within the town so in some senses is 
no longer a ‘secret’! Nevertheless, awareness is raised through the Church, 
Facebook, leaflets, the local tourist office and through special events held on 
occasion. 
 
The garden’s ‘logo’ sums up the ethos of this outstanding garden: For People, 
for Wildlife, for the Planet. The volunteers who have made this possible should 
all be very proud of themselves. 
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Areas for development: 

 
• There is no doubt that an area at the top of the garden has suffered from 

being in the shade of a large ash tree which has recently been removed 
due to disease. This now gives the opportunity to improve this area 
including the wildflower meadow. 
 

• Volunteers for the garden are largely recruited by word of mouth and while 
this can work well, it may be that at times a more pro-active approach may 
be needed to ensure continuity. 
 

• The recruitment of more volunteers might allow the garden to be opened 
on more than two days, perhaps starting in the summer months? 

 
 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Priory Growing Group                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   John Le Corney 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 3 - Advancing 

Areas of achievement: 

 

Considering the garden started in January 2025 they have made great 
progress. Raised beds, garden shed, lovely south facing wall, 'wishing well', 
bee hotels, fruit tree planting, good and flourishing vegetables etc.   
 
But, most important, a great group of volunteers who clearly are committed to 
the garden and the project and appreciate the benefit to the environment and 
themselves the garden offers. And thanks to the local volunteer who has done 
daily watering in the dry weather. 

Areas for development: 

 

• When the adjacent road improvements get sorted there will be even 
more scope.   
 

• A local friendly tree surgeon would be a useful asset to sort some of the 
larger established trees on site. 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Residents of Cudworth                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Dawn Johnson 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 3 - Advancing 

Areas of achievement: 

 

A great deal of work both on the high street and in the park by a small but 
enthusiastic group. More local input by the “yarnbombers” has provided 
whimsy and a talking point to great effect. 
 
The hanging baskets are sponsored by various groups and individuals who are 
also responsible for their maintenance, and on the day of the visit, bearing in 
mind the hot weather we have been having, all plantings were looking good 
and well cared for. 
 
There was an increased awareness of environmental issues, eg more 
pollinator friendly planting 

Areas for development: 

 

• To improve density of planting, perhaps the facilities at the community 
allotment could be used, especially if plants are to be raised from seed. 
 

• To consider more use of perennial plants which would lessen the 
workload and provide longer interest. 
 

• Perhaps use of social media could widen interest (eg. plant of the 
week?) and support for the group. 
 

• Although the St John’s garden has been redeveloped and planted, to 
good effect, perhaps the addition of seating would encourage more 
public use. 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Ribblehead Station                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Peter Oddy 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 3-Advancing 

Areas of achievement: 

 

The station hosts a tearoom and the ribblehead viaduct museum which has 
very informative displays one being interactive which links into the environment 
and is well worth a visit.  
 
Given the altitude of the station the planting mainly consists of herbs and 
perennials that thrive in the later spring and early winter conditions of this 
hostile environment and as such offer a good  splash of colour.  New water 
butts have been installed on station buildings. 
 
There is a well-stocked herb bed on and old station trolly supporting Dementia 
Forward. 
 

Areas for development: 

 

• Consider making more of the hidden original wagon wheel display in the 
carpark and maybe relay the tramway tracks found buried in the 
shrubbery. 
 

• Consider making improvements/ revamp of the carpark shrub beds 
using local knowledge with regards to plant selection. 

 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Roberts Street Community Allotment                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Dawn Johnson 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 

Level 4 - Thriving 

Areas of achievement: 

 

By introducing a variety of short sessions, eg art, casual one hour drop in 
and taster sessions, the space has continued to expand local involvement and 
participation. 
 
On site there is a good level of opportunity for horticultural knowledge and 
other skills to be acquired and there were crops in raised beds which were 
healthy and well cared for. 

Areas for development: 

 

• Perhaps consider making the facilities available to other Cudworth 
groups. 
 

• No mention was made of social media to publicise the allotment's 
potential and perhaps this too could be an area to develop. 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Royston Green Spaces Group                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   David Ellis 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 5-Outstanding 

Areas of achievement: 

 

The Green Spaces group of volunteers meets each month to discuss future 
plans of action. The Royston Ward Alliance provides free plants to Spruce up 
planters around the town.  Royston Lane historic Cross has mixed planting of 
annuals and perennials with a kerb edging to protect from mowers. This is a 
good initiative to get residents brightening up local areas. 
 
The jewel in the crown in Royston is known as the Wells, which has raised 
beds with evergreen shrubs cascading over the edge of the low wall.  
Hardstanding area is maintained to a very high standard.  There are 37 
volunteers who maintain 32 large hanging baskets to a very high standard. 
There is a plaque on the wall explaining the history of Royston Wells and the 
former  Monkton Coking and Chemical Works. 
 
Around Royston there are a number of planters with a mixture of seasonal 
bedding plants and perennials.  Most of the fund raising is done at the annual 
gala with various stalls selling goods.  On Royston Lane coming into Royston 
Town centre which has island borders of mixed plantings of perennials and 
annuals.  This is in my opinion a 'cheerful welcome into Royston' compared to 
many other towns. 
 
This year the 'Love where you live' involves school children helping to plant 
new flower beds and bulbs planting.  I am very impressed with the number of 
volunteer hours for Royston in Bloom which totals a staggering 3,356. 
 

Areas for development: 

 

• Consider future maintenance of grass areas around Royston Town 
Hall/Civic. 
 

• Consider opportunities to enhance the natural environment by 
incorporating bug hotels. 
 

• Review opportunities for watering recycling. 
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Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Settle Station                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Peter Oddy 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 4-Thriving 

Areas of achievement: 

 

The floral displays on the platform were very colourful and well maintained.  
Great to see the new water butts in place on the platform.  It was very 
encouraging to here of the many different groups that help from time to time 
with the floral features on the platform. 
 
The bug hotel was packed full of interesting features a real show case for the 
local girl guild groups imagination. 
 
Friends of Settle station also run the shop come refreshments kiosk on the 
platform and work as a team if watering etc needs carrying out early. 
 
Work on the new composting area was well underway and will be an asset to 
the station in future years. 
Areas for development: 

 

• Work with contactors that are due to repair the wall on the upline with 
regards to replanting and resurrecting old station master’s memorial. 
 

• Maybe think about replacing the half barrels on the platforms with a 
more sustainable type with reservoirs to help with water conservation. 
This could be done via sponsorship from local firms etc. 

 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Shadwell in Bloom                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Sue Wood & Angela Dicken 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 5-Outstanding 

Areas of achievement: 

 

It was a pleasure to meet members of the Shadwell in Bloom team who clearly 
work hard to improve and enhance this lovely village.  The care and attention 
paid by the group to the many floral areas around the village and to keeping 
the village clean and tidy clearly encourages householders to have pride in the 
village too. This was particularly evident on Bridge Terrace, which had beautiful 
floral displays outside the houses.   
 
It is clear that local householders, businesses and the Parish Council support 
Shadwell in Bloom by sponsoring the hanging baskets and beds and by 
contributing to the regular fund-raising requests.  The Bee Corner is now well-
established and provides a range of plants for pollinators as well as being 
visually attractive. 
 
Links with the Incredible Edible group are very positive and the little veg library 
is a very useful addition where residents can exchange plants and seeds.   
The herb beds and wildflower bed next to the fantastic view across the 
farmland make for a lovely spot to sit, relax and contemplate. 
 
The group has an excellent relationship with the village primary school.  It was 
lovely to hear the children’s enthusiasm and the headteacher’s plans for the 
future.  The posters designed by the children to encourage more volunteers 
was an excellent idea. The move to have more perennial plants in the beds 
outside the school is a very positive step. 
 
It was a very good decision to halve the allotment plots as they became vacant.  
The composting beds on the allotment site are very impressive. 
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Areas for development: 

 

• Shadwell in Bloom is a small effective group.  Going forward, perhaps 
consider ways to actively involve more people. 
  

• The group has  made a good start to replacing some of the traditional 
annual bedding plants with more pollinator-friendly plants and 
perennials. Continue this idea and, due to the more frequent dry 
weather conditions, also consider plants that can tolerate drier 
conditions. 
 

• Consider developing links with the local Scouts and Guides as a way of 
getting more young people involved. 
 

• It is encouraging to hear the school is considering allotment plots for 
next year. .The school may wish to look at the RHS Campaign for 
school gardening website for further ideas  

      https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/school-gardening or Learning 
through Landscapes  

      https://ltl.org.uk .  If the school has room to incorporate trees into the 
school grounds, the Woodland Trust offer free trees to schools. 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/  

 
 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Spindlewood Neighbourhood - Elloughton cum Brough                                                  

 

Name of assessor:   Brendan Mowforth / Cath Russell 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 4-Thriving 

Areas of achievement: 

 
Cleaning and carrying out maintenance work to a large area of woodland and 
some grass areas.  
 
Bulb planting and maintaining the footpath edge borders which is difficult due 
to limited width and heavy shade. 
 
The working events are planned for the whole year enabling everyone to plan 
to become involved. 

Areas for development: 

 

• Given the nature of the area there are limited options for maintenance other than 

to continue with the present programe that delivers the required results. 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     St Joseph’s Church Garden                                                       

 

Name of assessor:   Roger Burnett & Sheila Johnson 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 3 - Advancing 

Areas of achievement: 

 

Congratulations to the volunteers at St Josephs Church Garden for their 
enthusiasm and passion for their garden.  
 
The story behind the creation of the garden is compelling and worth 
remembering the work of the founder, James Garland.  
 
The interpretation boards are an excellent way of commemorating the history 
of the garden. 

Areas for development: 

 

• Continue to progress your work with the school to build bird boxes for 
the garden. 
 

• Continue to make plans for your new “wall border”. 
 

• Choose your planting schemes with great care so that they are suitable 
and well suited to the soil conditions. 
 

• Continue your quest to find new volunteers to join the team and lighten 
the load on existing team members. 

 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 

RHS It’s Your Neighbourhood (IYN) Assessment Form 2025 



 

Rev. 01 – 17.02.2018 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Name of Entry:    St Mary’s Community Neighbourhood                                           

 

Name of assessor:   Peter Oddy and Dawn Johnson 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 5 - Outstanding 

Areas of achievement: 

 

A thriving community which has obvious pride of place and is making a real difference 

to the area.  

 

In addition to lots of colourful and well stocked tubs and planters, there were many 

tucked away areas planted with a good choice of plants and all looking well- tended.  

 

Enthusiastic and caring volunteers displayed environmental concerns which are the 

drivers in everything they do. . 

Areas for development: 

 

 

Consider taking year round photos of various sites to show planting interest. 

 

Perhaps consider using more drought and shade tolerant perennials in difficult 

areas. 
 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Starbeck Library                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Steve Bumby 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 4 - Thriving 

Areas of achievement: 

 
This neat and attractive garden is nestled between the library building and 
adjacent Belmont Field. The garden is well maintained and surprisingly stocked 
almost entirely of plants donated from the community. Planted in the main with 
herbaceous and shrub plants with a small number of established evergreen 
shrubs.  Simon who maintains the garden has done very well to develop this 
calming retreat from the busy adjacent High Street.  
 
There is bench seating made from recycled materials, compost bins and good 
use of leaves for mulching together with an unusual bookshelf bughouse. The 
bird feeding station makes it doubly attractive to birds that gather in the 
overhanging trees. This developing garden is a very good example of what can 
be achieved in a challenging location with limited resources and dedication, 
well done to all involved. 
 

Areas for development: 

 

• Consideration has been given to removing a number of the older 
evergreen shrubs. Using replacement shrubs with winter leaf colour or 
attractive stems to give some further winter interest may be an option to 
be considered. 
 

• Enhancement of the entrance gate with a structure for a climbing plant 
could be a consideration and provide more height to the garden and 
impact at the entrance. 

 
 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Swaine Bloomers                                                        

 
Name of assessor:   Suzyn Hoyle 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 5 -Outstanding 

Areas of achievement: 

 

Hoylandswaine Events Group (HEG) first started in 2014.  Swaine Bloomers 
work with HEG on many projects within this village.  They are a very 
enthusiastic team all working to improve their village through many different 
aspects.  This is the first time Swaine Bloomers have entered the RHS IYN 
element of Yorkshire in Bloom.  They are well organised and work closely with 
residents and various community groups.   
 
This year’s colour theme is purple and blue.  There are many lamp post 
hanging baskets with clear uniform signs recognising sponsorship.  There are 
wheelbarrow planters on the entries to the village. 
 
The Community Centre garden was a pleasure to visit.  It has been well 
thought out and maintained.  There is edible planting and a small pasture 
meadow along with the wildflowers and grasses.  Footpaths through the area 
lead you around the site. It is clear this is a well maintained area that has been 
a challenge but the results are great. 
 
There is a benches project which is ongoing.  The team are restoring and 
cleaning benches around the village. We met a team involved with the Well 
Dressing – this year’s theme is TV programmes - very impressive the patience 
and work that has gone into creating these.  I am sure residents and visitors 
will enjoy guessing the TV programme each one represents. 
 
It is clear to see that this entry is supported by many in the village, with the 
local public house mirroring this year’s colour scheme, the sports club with a 
vibrant display and the immaculate residential gardens. 
 

RHS It’s Your Neighbourhood (IYN) Assessment Form 2025 



 

Rev. 01 – 17.02.2018 

Areas for development: 

 

• This village has all the elements of a successful village entry in the main 
Yorkshire in Bloom Competition.  Hopefully you will give this some 
consideration. 
 

• The memorial garden, whilst newly created is looking really good.  
Consider sponsorships for further shrubs or trees.  

 

 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Waterside in Bloom                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Deirdre Walton  / Sarah Owen-Hughes 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 

Level 4-Thriving 

Areas of achievement: 

 

There is no question but that Waterside in Bloom have got off to a flying start in 
their bid to improve their locality for the benefit of not only residents, but the 
local businesses and the many tourists who flock to this area. The challenges 
faced by this group are somewhat different to that faced by many other 
community groups – with the geography including in places a narrow lane with 
sheer rock face to one side, riverside banks only accessible by boat in places 
and a steep cobbled road.  
 
Initially they have prioritised the removal of ivy and other plants swamping 
lampposts, roadsides and steps. They have even tidied up areas of river 
banking adjacent to a popular sitting spot by taking to the water on a boat! 
Lamp posts and handrails have been painted, water butts cunningly placed in a 
variety of locations, and various containers including barrels provided by a 
resident with a brewery business etc have been planted with a mix of annuals 
and perennials.  
 
Both residents and local businesses are involved in watering and maintaining 
these containers. A Floral trail is being developed. Bird and insect boxes have 
been put up. On Water Bag Bank planting into the rock face has been 
undertaken where ivy has been cleared and reclaimed stone acquired following 
some work at the local church has created additional planting pockets. Planted 
containers and window boxes to the front of the properties on the opposite side 
of the bank turn this historic thoroughfare into an attractive route down to the 
river for visitors arriving at the adjacent station. 
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Areas for development: 

 

• Having addressed the issues around water, perhaps the group could 
turn their attention to communal means of composting which is currently 
only available in residents’ gardens.  Judicious choice of plant varieties 
(annual and perennial) should help reduce watering. 
 

• It would be good to see the group engage with the wider community 
including the local church, and other groups. 
 

• Related to the above, the area covered by IYN group is strongly linked 
to the history of Knaresborough and perhaps a relationship with the 
Local Heritage Centre could allow for development of this aspect 
possibly through guided walks, interpretation or a display in the Centre? 
 

• A FaceBook page could be used to showcase the achievements of the 
group and perhaps might also lead to wider community recognition and 
support. 
 

• It was fantastic to see how the local cafes and similar businesses have 
engaged with IYN. In one or two cases some gentle guidance on plant 
choices might be useful eg where plant boxes on the riverside railings 
are in heavy shade beneath trees. 

 
 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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Name of Entry:     Whinney Park                                                        

 

Name of assessor:   Suzyn Hoyle 

 
LEVEL ACHIEVED 

 
Level 1-Establishing 

Areas of achievement: 

 
I met with Trevor, a resident at Whinney Park which is a large housing area.  
The area that we were looking at is a small number of houses.  The residents 
rely on Together Housing to maintain the public areas.   
The parking area and pavements were clean.  
  
There is an oblong piece of communal ground that would benefit from some 
support. 

Areas for development: 

 

• I would suggest speaking with Together Housing to see if a plan could 
be put in place to make this area more interesting with perhaps relaxed 
mowing and perhaps Veronica and bush grasses planted to attract 
wildlife.  We discussed Trevor’s ideas for improving the area.  Trevor is 
very passionate about drawing his community together to improve their 
gardens and the area around it.  Many of the properties had well planted 
gardens. 
 

• This is a fledgling entry and exactly what RHS IYN is about.  Whilst we 
were only able to meet one other resident it is clear there is a care taken 
in many of the garden areas.  If this entry were to continue, Yorkshire in 
Bloom would be happy to offer a mentoring visit in the spring. 

 
 

Results 
 Level Description Points 

Level 1 Establishing 0-35 

Level 2 Improving 36-52 

Level 3  Advancing 53-68 

Level 4  Thriving 69-85 

Level 5  Outstanding 86-100 
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