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Yorkshire Rose Golden Rose Awards 2025 Finalists

Hartill with Woodhall 5 Roses Winner

Overall Impression

1. There is no doubt that Harthill with Woodall is a little gem! From the moment a visitor
drives into the village, it is immediately clear that this is community that is well loved and
well cared for. The many excellent floral displays are spread out down the main street,
extending to the area in front of the shops, well planted and maintained hanging baskets,
troughs, borders and colourful entrance signs all add to the general feel of well-being
here.

2. Everywhere was immaculately clean and tidy despite there being a lot of people in the
village and passing through.

3. The village appears to be very self-contained with facilities including well-kept
playgrounds and playing fields, Harthill Reservoir and surrounding country walks, All
Hallows Church, 2 pubs, Village Hall, shops, an Allotment Site and Leisure Centre.
Congratulations on being awarded the winner of the “Yorkshire in Bloom Golden Rose
Award” for Best Parish in Yorkshire 2025. A thoroughly deserved accolade and
achievement.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

1. The planted hay rack baskets on the wall in the main street could perhaps be improved
in another season by additional planting into the sides of the baskets or by the addition of
plants such as surfinia petunias which would trail and hide the plastic better.

2. There was a tiny amount of weed growth on the War Memorial area which we are sure
will be dealt with routinely. These comments should be taken as the sum of a fabulous
visit, and although we may appear to be being “picky”, this is because your standards are
so high, it was very difficult to suggest any further improvements.

3.Continue to promote Harthill with Woodall and the excellent work you are doing to other
potentially interested parties from further afield. You have set the bar very high and other
groups may wish to emulate your successes. We hope that you will consider re-entering
Yorkshire in Bloom Golden Rose Awards again next year giving other parishes across
our county a very high standard to aim for.



Overall Impression

Congratulations to Easingwold for making the final four entries in the Yorkshire in Bloom
Golden Rose of Yorkshire Competition 2025.

It was a delight to visit the town. The judges particularly enjoyed seeing the high quality
seasonal bedding on display, colourful and well maintained despite the hot weather
encountered through the summer.

Of particular note was the perennial planting which was well chosen and appropriate for
its location both in town and at Millfield Park and the Memorial Garden.

The town was exceptionally busy with locals and tourists enjoying the fine summer
weather but, generally, everywhere was clean and tidy. This is a credit to the cleansing
team considering the number of people who were milling about!

Easingwold has many community facilities for residents and visitors to enjoy including 2
parks, The Galtres Centre, many independent shops, restaurants and cafes,and events
running throughout the year. Congratulations, once again, on presenting an excellent
Yorkshire in Bloom “Golden Rose” entry. You should all be very proud!

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

1. The sustainable planting seen throughout the area was, generally of an excellent
quality and this should be continued to the same high standard. However, there
were one or two plants that had succumbed to the recent hot and dry weather and
perhaps these could be replaced when budgets and time allows.

2. Generally, street furniture including benches, was of a very good standard.
Perhaps the relevant authorities could be asked to look to replacing some of the
tired litter bins.

3. Continue to promote Easingwold and the excellent work you are doing to other
potentially interested parties from further afield. You have set the bar very high and
other groups may wish to emulate your successes. We hope that you will consider
re-entering Yorkshire in Bloom Golden Rose Awards again next year giving other
parishes across our county a very high standard to aim for.



Overall Impression

Congratulations to Driffield in Bloom and the wider team for representing East Yorkshire
in the Grand Final of Yorkshire in Bloom Golden Rose Competition 2025.

It was pleasing to note that the judge’s areas for consideration from 2024 had been
implemented and as a result the street furniture, including bollards & bike racks, were
much improved. Also the map on the toilet block by the park was much improved. Thank
you!

The floral scene down Diriffield High Street, and many side streets, was magnificent,
beautiful baskets and boxes full of colour and well maintained.

The contribution from the businesses was also excellent. Our visit took place on a busy
market day with a lot of people milling about yet the street scene was immaculately clean
and tidy. Driffield has a plethora of community facilities, all easily in reach of residents
and visitors.

Congratulations, once again, on an excellent entry. You have set the bar very high for
future entries to work towards. It was a pleasure to visit. Thank you!

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

1. There was a tiny amount of litter in the tree pits on the main street and the notice
board outside the Scout Hut could do with some refurbishment. However, across
the whole of your entry these really are tiny faults. These comments should be
taken as the sum of a fabulous visit, and although we may appear to be being
“picky”, this is because your standards are so high, it was very difficult to suggest
any further improvements.

2. Continue to promote Driffield and the excellent work you are doing to other
potentially interested parties from further afield. You have set the bar very high and
other groups may wish to emulate your successes.

3. We hope that you will consider re-entering Yorkshire in Bloom Golden Rose
Awards again next year and lead the way in giving other parishes across our
county a very high standard to aim for.



Overall Impression

A beautiful and welcoming village nestled on the hillside above the Leeds-Liverpool
Canal. The horticultural impact throughout the village is excellent from roadside planted
borders, lovely residential gardens and well-tended allotments.

The Micklethwaite Village Society are to be congratulated on their excellent work in
promoting the village and maintaining very high standards and a warm welcome to
visitors and residents alike. Everywhere is clean and litter free. Micklethwaite fits into its
environment of rural tranquillity despite being close to, but a world away from, large
centres of population in Leeds and Bradford.

Street furniture such as benches and seats are well maintained and in good order. The
two village greens look beautiful and invite visitors to stop and admire the surrounding
countryside.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

1. The village is an excellent example of a Yorkshire in Bloom Community entry.
Perhaps you could share your successes with neighbouring parishes to encourage
further participation across the area.

2. Continue to work with village residents and local councils/authorities to maintain
your already high standards.

3. Continue to promote Micklethwaite Village Society and the excellent work you are
doing to other potentially interested parties from further afield. You have set the
bar very high and other groups may wish to emulate your successes.
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Overall Impression

Muston is a tiny village situated near to Filey on the East Coast. However, the floral
welcome found here is excellent. Tubs, boxes and seasonal colour can be found round
every corner, all beautifully maintained despite the soaring temperatures encountered in
the early part of the summer. It was pleasing to see that the village pump has been
uncovered and is now a lovely feature. Also, the pond has had a makeover and looks
beautiful. The new wooden planters by the pub have been filled with summer colour and
the phone box and bus shelter have been redecorated. Everywhere was clean and tidy.
For a small rural village Muston has plenty of community facilities to offer its residents
and visitors passing through. Two village greens, a village pond, village hall, church and
well maintained churchyard, pub and a refurbished phone box now housing defib
equipment, This is an excellent Yorkshire In Bloom entry and all credit should go to the
small but hardworking band of volunteers who form Muston in Bloom. You should be very
proud!

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

1. The floral welcome on the entrance signs into Muston are very colourful and well
maintained. Perhaps some consideration could be given to adding a few little
pockets of summer colour to the perennial bed on the entrance to the village off
the A165.

2. The village has some beautiful mature trees and it is clear that some young
specimens have also been planted in recent years. Could someone be appointed
to check all the tree ties to ensure that they are not too tight, or alternatively,
remove tree ties and stakes altogether if it is agreed that the tree is sufficiently
established to stand by itself.

3. There has clearly been an effective “Clean Up After Your Dog” campaign in recent
years. Would it be possible for the notices to be refreshed and amended to show
the new local authority details?



Malton 5 Roses & North

Yorkshire Winner

Overall Impression

Malton is a lovely market town, famous for being the “food” capital of Yorkshire and is full
of small independent cafes, shops and businesses.

Community facilities are abundant and include bus and railway stations, market place,
church, repurposed telephone box, now a tourist Information portal. Despite being a
bustling town, everywhere was clean, tidy and litter free. The addition of a dedicated
trough for herbs was a nice touch.

As soon as the visitor drives into Malton, they can see that this is a floral paradise.
Baskets adorn the shop frontages and are complemented by stand-alone floral displays,
barrier and railing baskets, boxes and planted borders.

Generally, the displays are of excellent quality and well maintained despite the extreme
temperatures that have been encountered this summer.

Congratulations on an excellent Yorkshire in Bloom entry.
Judges feedback on areas for consideration

1. The bike planters in the market place are a very innovative idea to encourage
sustainable travel to and from the town. However, perhaps some thought could be
given to a more appropriate choice of plants whilst being mindful of the fact that
they need to be able to withstand being knocked about by bicycles.

2. Perhaps some thought could be given to extending the range of trailing plants in
your displays which would help to cover the sides and edges of your boxes and
troughs.

3. Consider increasing the density of your planting when budgets allow. This would
create a greater impact and, most importantly, add a further WOW factor to your
planting.

All of the above comments should be taken in the context of the extreme weather we
have seen this summer. We appreciate how difficult it has been to produce good displays
and Malton has risen to the challenge admirably this year. Congratulations on an
excellent entry.



Overall Impression

The Thirsk in Bloom team are doing a great job creating and maintaining the many
colourful floral displays in the Market Place and neighbouring streets. Planters, window
boxes, barrier planters and hanging baskets adorn buildings and road junctions giving a
warm floral welcome to visitors and residents alike.

We were also impressed by the number of businesses who are using “the power of
flowers” to make Thirsk such a beautiful and attractive place to be.

Thirsk Yarn Bombers have made a great display across the town and are an integral part
of “Welcome To Thirsk!” Well Done! Thirsk was extremely busy with summer visitors
enjoying the warm weather when we visited but, despite this, everywhere was very clean
and tidy with very little litter around the market place and surrounding streets.

The community facilities on offer in Thirsk are many and varied including a diverse range
of independent businesses, restaurants and cafes, museums, visitor attractions, market
and nearby gardens. A great town to visit and actively explore or just to sit and unwind
amongst the flowers in the market place whilst watching the world go by!

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

1. The businesses in Thirsk are making a major contribution to the visitor appeal by
using floral displays to brighten up their premises. This was particularly apparent
amongst the pubs who appear to have made a huge effort florally. Perhaps the
individual businesses could be persuaded to enter the Yorkshire in Bloom “Golden
Hops” competition specifically for Pubs and Restaurants.

2. This is an excellent first time entry for Thirsk in Bloom into the Yorkshire in Bloom
“Golden Rose” Parish Awards and is a very creditable effort. An enormous amount
of planning and hard work has gone into getting the town to this stage and credit
must be given to all the community groups who have contributed. However, take
care not to over stretch yourselves. Continue to maintain the high standards you
have set yourselves and plan future projects carefully only taking on what you, as
volunteers, have the capacity to manage.

3. Continue to offer the many seasonal and varied events and activities in the town
which will attract and welcome visitors all year round. An excellent first time entry.



Overall Impression

The judges were delighted to find the excellent playing fields at Farnley Tyas with its play
facilities, playground, surrounding woodland and perennial planting making an excellent
community facility. Congratulations to the “garden gang” who maintain the facility.

The Queens Canopy, Wildflower Meadow and Jubilee Trees all add to the overall
excellent impression that visitors will find here.

The residential gardens on view throughout the village were of an excellent standard,
neatly maintained and very colourful.

Farnley Tyas has some very nice community facilities including the pub, playing fields,
well maintained church yard and the excellent Field Café/Restaurant. An excellent first
time Yorkshire in Bloom entry.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

1. Perhaps the community group could bring some pressure to bear on those who
have responsibility for some elements of street furniture. The bin fixed to the tree
inside the playing field gate needs removing and/or replacing and some of the
bollards throughout the village are in need of a repaint.

2. The benches outside the pub could perhaps do with a little attention. However, the
hanging baskets were of a good standard.

3. The floral barrels at the Memorial were of a mixed standard — some being very
good, some not so. Perhaps some attention could be given to planting all the
barrels to the same standard.



Bingley in Bloom 5 Roses& West

Yorkshire Winner

Overall Impression

It was a pleasure to visit Bingley on a fine summer afternoon and to find the town buzzing
with shoppers and people sitting outside enjoying the sunshine.

This is obviously a “blooming” town with colourful baskets, boxes and high quality
bedding on display all well maintained despite the hot weather we have encountered this
year. The herb planters were a nice touch and the stone troughs looked lovely. Myrtle
Park is a gem in the town — a great place for residents to relax and play.

Generally, the town was clean and litter free despite it being a very busy afternoon.
Community facilities are very good within the town including, Myrtle Park and Jubilee
Gardens, library, independent shops, pubs and cafes, Bingley Arts Centre, beautiful
railway station and many more.

The map boards were well presented and very helpful in directing the visitor to the main
points of interest. Special mention must go to the Brick Bank Café which was full of
generations of families playing and creating their models and having a great time
together.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

1. The horticultural features of the town were well presented throughout, very
colourful and welcoming. However, perhaps some thought could be given to a
programme of weed control, particularly outside the historic Butter Cross and
Bingley Arts Centre. Both are areas where visitors and residents would gather and
with a general tidy up would add to the overall very good ambience of the town.

2. Generally, street furniture was in very good condition. However, some of the litter
bins are looking a little tired. Could some consideration be given to a programme
of renewal and/or replacement?

3. Myrtle Park is the jewel in the Bingley crown. Perhaps some consideration could
be given to entering the park in the Yorkshire in Bloom competition in its own
right?



Wilsden Parish Council 4 Roses

Overall Impression

It was lovely to visit Wilsden on a sunny afternoon and to see all the village has to offer.
The floral welcome is, generally, of a very good standard. There are colourful tubs at the
entrance to the Village Hall and Wilsden Park is well maintained by dedicated volunteers.
Barrier baskets and tubs can be seen throughout the parish and the War Memorial was
beautifully planted and maintained.

Community facilities are very good and, at the heart, the village hall offers a wide range of
activities for residents of all ages. Nearby the playground was being well used at the time
of our visit. There are lots of lovely quiet areas where people can sit and relax or just
watch the world go by. The pub, bowling green, allotment site and church all add to great
community facilities found in Wilsden.

Generally the village was very clean, tidy and litter free. Well done! This is a lovely village
which is very welcoming to visitors and a great place to live and work.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

1. In general the floral welcome in Wilsden was very good, colourful and well
maintained. Could some thought be given to improvements to the pretty bed on
Crooke Lane? It has clearly suffered in the intense heat. Perhaps some
consideration could be given to using plants which will cope with the dry
conditions?

2. Could some consideration be given to publicising your tremendous community
volunteers and the work they are doing. A poster or notice in the Village Hall
window would advertise the great work taking place throughout the area and may
encourage others to come forward to volunteer for their community.

3. Wilsden is a lovely village with lots to offer its residents and visitors. If the above
suggestions were implemented, it could easily lift you into the highest grade of
Yorkshire in Bloom Golden Rose competition. Thank you for a lovely visit!



Stamford Bridge 5 Roses & East

Yorkshire Winner

Overall Impression

1. Fabulous publicity with the YIB banners promoting In bloom to the residents and
visitors. Excellent heritage information including the viking ship and the timelines at Old
Station and car park. | appreciated the Hockney in the bus stop.

2 Good quality leisure facilities including the allotments, tennis, cricket and football and
play area facilities at the Old Station.

3 Good floral displays outside the No 10 Coffee Shop, the Gift Shop and Funeral
Directors perhaps some of the other businesses could be encouraged to join in to
increase the floral features.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

1.Maybe the orchard near the tennis courts would benefit from some labelling and a little
more maintenance such as checking the tree ties.

2. A map in the town centre would be useful to highlight some of the features to visitors.
The interpretation boards near the Old Station could be updated and maybe some more
educational information along the woodland walk.

3. Perhaps consider 2 or 3 colours in the floral features in the centre which could make
them stand out even more.



Overall Impression

1. Excellent facilities around the village with 2 halls, sports facilities including a new
petanque court.

2. A tidy and well maintained village with a variety of planting both annual and perennial.

3. Great to see the tree ties removed in the cul de sac but there is one tree more on the
left hand side to release from the tree tie.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

1. Maybe the street furniture could be put on a rotational maintenance programme
including the interpretation board at Fringill Beck.

2. Are there opportunities to improve the front of the school planting areas?



