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Category C9: - Railway Stations & Transport Hubs

Friends of Sowerby Bridge Railway [gelo)fo RO {-Te[o]3Y
StationGold Winner

Overall Impression

At first we thought we had been transported back in time to the golden age of train travel.
A very olde world looking train station with a very good range of plants and flowers in
barrels, tubs, seasonal flower and shrub beds.

Leading up to the station on the corner telephone box garden with the hidden compost
piles at the back. Then on past the café with its barrel planters some of the old wooden
ones now replaced with more sustainable plastic barrels. The platforms also briming with
colour with more barrels and planters giving an excellent wow factor. And fixed to the
railings all along both platforms information boards and story boards of local persons of
interest and a mural of the local sowerby geese, a flock of geese that are well-known in
the area for their habit of waddling through town and even stopping traffic. All this gives
the station an excellent local identity.

Regular posts on facebook and open meetings encourage locals to exchange ideas and
methods of funding. Plus the two organised coach trips that iare open for all to come
along. The Bronte garden also is a lovely place to sit with its old luggage cart and a
miniature train surrounded by an excellent choice of bee/insect friendly plants. Also more
info boards and a memorial area, bird boxes, insect hotel and hedgehog house. Watering
for all the planted features is collected from the rooftops in large containers.

All'in all it’'s a well looked after station very clean and welcoming and much loved, shown
by the school kids waving on the passing busses and the train driver tooting the horn. A
station so pretty passengers don’t want to get on the train to leave.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Looking forward to the Phone box replica on the entrance bed.



¢ Additional interpretation to explain to non-locals about the Sowerby geese.
¢ Relocate habitat pile and hedgehog house to a quieter area.

¢ Involve local infant school participation in the train box area.

Hunmanby Railway Station

Overall Impression

For a relatively small space with a difficult environment (regular trains) Hunmanby Station
has an excellent range of flower displays in beds and planters that cater for everyone’s
taste including the local wildlife.

The platforms on both sides of the station are planted up. There are beds of perennials
and shrubs with containers and troughs with reservoirs and hanging baskets with cheerful
annuals which are bought as plug plants, some of which are overwintered. The plants
are lovingly cared for by John, who lives in the old station house, his family and groups of
volunteers and occasionally by Payback teams.

There are displays of artwork and bug hotels produced by the local schoolchildren as well
as a milk bottle top collection point, a Beach Flower Bed, which demonstrates a range of
planting opportunities with the use of old machinery to provide a planter as well as more
traditional planters, with the name of the station being spelt out in the middle of the bed
using local stone, and a small display of locally discovered fossils.

Bulbs are used for winter/spring colour and Christmas trees and festive lights are erected
in December. These features are very well received by the passengers who often help to
water the plants and who are encouraged to pick flowers and herbs.

Events are held all year and the station recently celebrated its 100th anniversary, There
are potting sessions and tubs are filled in memory of residents.

Popins, a senior group and Forget me Not and their carers are treated to trips out by the
train service who also give sponsorship as do local businesses.



Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e There is a very good relationship with Northern Rail who supply a cleaning firm
weekly.

e The station plays a significant role in the community and there is a Facebook
account and website, Leaflets with timetables and comprehensive informatiion of
events and activities in the village are delivered to all residences in the village.
The Food and Ale trail starts at station.

e The area at the back of the northbound platform is due to be developed into a wild
flower/natural garden which is slightly damp and will provide a link with a culvert
beyond the end of the platform which has a high density of damp loving
plants/animals. Ducks,weasels, and birds have already been observed there.

¢ When the fence has been replaced by Northern Rail, the bed will be planted with
a range of structural plants which will add eye interest.

e |t would be to display a poster publicising Yorkshire in Bloom to inform passengers
of your involvement

Hutton Cranswick Railway Station

Overall Impression

The local volunteers have done a cracking job transforming this small Yorkshire Coast
railway station with carefully considered planting schemes and some novel artwork.
The station is a good example of sustainable planting, by using surplus plants from
elsewhere in the village and the wise choice of succulents has been a masterstroke
considering this year’s drought.

Bug hotels demonstrate that biodiversity can be improved in any environment.

This entry demonstrates what can be achieved from passionate people with minimal
support and it's hoped that Northern Rail are appreciative of the work they are doing.



Judges feedback on areas for consideration

¢ |If possible, consider approaching Northern Rail to re-paint or just clean the white
boundary fencing. Although the standard of upkeep is high, this would significantly
improve things at relatively little cost.

¢ We acknowledge the bed that needs stability work on the ‘down’ southbound
platform is beyond the scope and means and responsibility of the ‘In Bloom’ group.
However, as a longer-term aspiration can the group work with the rail authorities to
improve this? One way could perhaps be through a match funding initiative with
support from Northern and Network Rail.

Bridlington Railway Station

Overall Impression

The judges were very impressed by the efforts of Northern Rail's Andy Loxton to provide
a very pleasant visitor experience.

Upon entering the ticket office and main hall, the numerous planters and hanging baskets
have instant impact. With the station dating back to 1846, there is some interesting
history that is well presented on display boards, such as the ‘Barrow Boys’.

It was pleasing to see part of the station being used as a community hub, particularly by
the MIND charity.

There are exciting plans to develop the former Station Buffet into a micro-brewery and
potential Bed and Breakfast.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e To compliment the lovely hanging baskets and spring bedding plants perhaps
consider the planting of herbaceous perennials that will provide year-round colour
and interest and make for more sustainable gardening, such as Heucheras,
Begenias and Hellebores



e Could the range of herbs already grown be expanded on and some simple ‘cut and
come again’ veg such as salad leaves be grown.

e |If possible, the painting/treating of the wooden planters would raise the already
high standard of upkeep

Beverley in Bloom

Overall Impression

Beverley station frontage has the wow factor. Whether you’re coming to or leaving from
Beverley by train you will know that the town has been truly taken over by the very
dedicated Beverley in Bloom team. The team has some 35 plus members half of which
turn up for weekly gardening days.

The results are there to be seen with an explosion of colour, in a well thought out planting
scheme within what was a drab municipal carpark and some very challenging ground
conditions have not deterred them.

They are well supported with grants and support from agencies such as the council

removing woody waste and providing mulch etc and the station café use the herbs in the
planters in their menus.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration
e Work with contractors to supply a planting list to replace planting once the new

fence has been installed.

¢ If you consider expanding the wildlife garden once the new platform has been
installed provision should be made for a larger composting area.

e Look into planting woodland plants and spring bulbs in the new area at the exit to
the carpark with the knee rail fencing.

e Maybe look into a honesty box or similar scheme to raise money for the planting
and other in bloom initiatives around the town.

e Have in mind a 4 year plan to replace the trees planted in planters towards the
station entrance before they become too big to transplant.



Category C10: - Charitable Establishment

Horticap GOLD

Overall Impression

Horticap is an ‘amazing’ space in terms of Community, Environment & Horticulture. Phil
and the team have created a hub so much more than a Garden Centre/Nursery
environment. The visit demonstrated the power of community, support, understanding,
environmental education and learning, creating a sustainable enterprise and business for
local people to use and access to support its charitable foundations. Judges were
welcomed to this vibrant fun creative outdoor environment and nursery by Phil who was
obviously very passionate about the place. The range of diversity shone through from the
minute we arrived. The site was well thought out offering different areas to customers and
volunteers supported through the training and support programs they offer. The wonderful
Ideas wall in the café gives a visual representation of the development of the site in
photos, artwork and crochet.

There was a wide range and variety of plants, wildflowers, flora, fauna, vegetables and
pond plants in and around the communal spaces. The woodland area offered creativity,
habitat homes, recycling and woodland management methods along with outdoor
learning and opportunities for a diverse range of schools, families, and adults to access
and enjoy at their leisure and escape for a while. Composting, water preservation,
recycling wood and plant pots, plant labels etc are all part of the provision with large
water storage tanks, compost bins and drop off points available across the site.
Volunteers with learning needs were very well supported on what felt like a nurturing and
friendly environment with options for learning, confidence building and skill sharing and
learning and were all valued members of the Horticap team.

There was evidence of local support from businesses and the site supports lots of local
people in return which demonstrates a great example of co-production and partnership
working. They are very active on social media, have a range of year-round activities and
programmes, are open 7 days per week. They also have a regular magazine also
available electronically with lots of useful information and advertising. The judges agreed
this was truly amazing space and worth visiting if you haven’t already. Thank you to Phil
and the team for your hospitality.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration



It is hard to see where we can offer suggestions for improvements on this well thought
out site, but perhaps consider:

+ The introduction of a pond dipping platform to enhance the pond area and offer
opportunities for people to use and access

» Take part in biodiversity surveys for various flora, fauna, such as RSPB Big Garden
Bird watch butterfly conservation survey and other citizenship surveys if you haven’t
already.

Hope Pastures Horse & Donkey Sanctuary _

Overall Impression

This site is a real visitor attraction, a warm welcome, well laid out with cafe facilities,
colourful planters & wheelbarrows, various gardens and information for the visitor along
with a strong eco ethos. The site is open to all 6 days a week in the summer and
welcomes lots of school groups. The Secret garden woodland walk is a multi use area for
Easter Egg hunts, Halloween and Christmas decorations, as well as a memorial wall. The
riding artefacts are a great addition and the sculpture in memory of Callum, of the pony
made from bike parts, forks and spoons is a work of art. The celebration garden is well
planted and designed with pollinator friendly plants creating a real buzz, but allows
visitors to take time out and remember.

The aim to create an environmentally friendly area is realised with water butt's, insect
hotels, plant pots for bees, reuse of slate tiles as signage, perennial planting, composting
along with a forage hedge. There is planting of herbs and marigolds for the donkeys diets
and this is planned to expand to sage and thyme. There is all year round fund raising with
various events and opportunities to sponsor a pony/donkey

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Consider contacting Leeds City Council at the Arium to see if there have any spare
trees for planting further forage hedges for the ponies.One area might be on the
boundary with the main road to reduce the noise.

e The new planted trees in the quarantined area may benefit from the removal of the
grass around the trees and some mulch to help retain moisture.

e A survey or list of insects and mammals seen on the site maybe of interest to the
visitors.A chalk board in the car park with recent sightings or highlighted in the
secret garden might be a option.



A possible grant funding stream with Awards4All maybe considered for future projects.
There maybe other offers of free trees from the Tree Council.

Overall Impression

It was a pleasure to meet the gardening team of volunteers and members of staff. There
are 8 volunteers in total, all have a wealth of skills and experience to bring to the team.

On entering the car park at Barnsley Hospice you are greeted with brightly planted areas
and impressive hanging baskets. The quality plants have been purchased from a local
garden centre. Patients and visitors alike will appreciate this clean, colourful and
welcoming area. The gardens are well designed, bio diversity is clear with the planting
area. Rooms which face the gardens give patients a peaceful space where birds can be
seen and heard, these are special calming areas.

The rockery has just had a makeover and is looking good, it will develop further over the
years and it is good to see the plants have space to grow. The choices of plants
throughout have been carefully chosen. There are sensory plants, the walkway with the
delicate smell of jasmine, the lovely roses and lavender all help create a special space for
patients and families to enjoy.

The Orangery is a relaxing area, the gentle sound of water flowing and the koi carp in the
pond are mesmerising. This area is also used by the complimentary therapy teams and
for events. It was good to see the composting areas and the large number of bird boxes
and feeders positioned around the site.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e There are a number of areas the team are planning changes for to increase the bio
diversity of the site. The plan is for two areas in the car park to become more
sustainable by using perennial plants that are attractive to all.

e Keep leaving the carrot for the visiting rabbit, hopefully this will deter it from
feasting on your plants!

e Consideration is being given to the type of sustainable plants suitable to the raised

seating area. We discussed adding a further lavender and some low spreading
rosemary.




Overall Impression

The garden is dominated by large trees, with a range of garden features. However
congratulations are due to the team involved in rediscovering the garden and restarting
the garden programe. Whilst not needing chain saws to get into the garden several years
of limited attention had to be dealt with. Given that the revival only started in May/June
this year a lot has been achieved. Shrub areas have been mulched, planters have been
reclaimed and planted with bedding plants, all of which makes the garden a green oasis
in central Leeds, in an area of very limited green space. As importantly as the re-start is
the team have plans to continue reclaiming some small areas, but also to improve and
enhance the garden will benefit staff and service users.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

When possible ensure that the soil level in the planters is close to the top to enable
plants to spread over the sides rather than having to grow from too far below the
container edge.

When replacing the hanging baskets consider ones that have reservoirs in them to
give more impact and reduce the work load , but do be aware of weight issues if
this option is chosen.

Continue to improve the area around the small pool, and have some form of ramp
or step to allow wildlife to gain access.

In future you may be able to plan the bedding plants a little earlier in the season
and consider plants that trail or spread more over the containers to give even more
impact.

Contact Leeds City Council in respect of some tree work being carried out to raise
some of the very low branches.

Continue the use of water butts and irrigation to counter the very large overhang of
the building.

With the drive and determination that has gone into the restart, and in a very
limited time one can envisage future awards being of a higher level.

High Green Methodist Church _



Overall Impression

You are drawn in by the blaze of colour whilst passing this church. The formal annual
bedding at the front compliments the permanent planting. It was lovely to brush past the
lavender on the walk to the church. The railings at the front of the church have been
repainted by Richard, a member of the congregation. It is clear that David and Janet are
keen horticulturalists. The whole areas around the church have been lovingly planted
and cherished. Some of the plants go back generations.

There is a rewilding area towards the back of the church and it was good to see that the
old wooden planters from the village had been repurposed to grow strawberries. The
espalier pyracantha on the Church Hall wall is impressive. There is a growing area where
plants are grown from seed, cuttings are nurtured and plants over wintered. There is a
large vegetable patch with a composting area along with 6 water butts that are cleverly
concealed.

A lovely seating area to the side of the church is a favourite for bridal photographs.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

¢ David and Janet have a huge wealth of knowledge which hopefully they may be
able to impart to younger members of the community.

There is a plan to remove and replace some of the lavenders in the border

Overall Impression

It was a pleasure to meet Cath, Nathan and some of the 20 volunteers who make the
garden at St Gemma’s Hospice such a beautiful and tranquil space for patients, family
members, visitors and staff throughout the year. The garden has been thoughtfully
planned to provide peaceful areas away from the wards and attractive places for
meetings and relaxing.

The plant selection and plant quality throughout the garden is excellent, particularly in the
Sensory Garden, which contained herbs and colourful flowers used to excellent effect.
All areas are very well-maintained.

Plants are purchased from a local nursery, but the team are increasingly doing their own
propagation and collecting seeds.

The natural environment is managed to an excellent standard to encourage a wide range
of bugs, pollinators, birds and hedgehogs with nest boxes, an insect hotel, stone pile, a



new wildlife pond, other water features, pollinator planting e.g. salvias, veronicas, thyme
and a wildflower meadow. All of which improve the biodiversity in the garden and helps
with natural pest control. The team produce their own compost and leaf mould to
improve the soil, and rainwater is collected at various points. The hospice is opting for a
more sustainable approach with the Eco-cabin for the young people and solar panels on
the main building.

The many St Gemma’s Charity Shops across Leeds raise public awareness of the charity
and contribute a substantial amount of funding. St Gemma'’s is well supported by local
businesses, particularly evidenced by the contribution of S9 Communications Ltd to the
development of the accessible seating area, which is a valuable addition with brightly
coloured planters and pollinator plants.

It is useful to hear of other groups getting involved such as Men in Sheds. The annual
Open Gardens event gives the general public an opportunity to visit this beautiful garden
and is also a good fundraiser.

It is clear that the team are keen to provide for everyone’s needs and respond positively
to staff and patient surveys and suggestions from family members and volunteers.

Volunteers explained how working in the garden has helped their mental well-being and
to gain confidence. This was particularly evident for Joe, who had changed from finding it
difficult to speak, to someone who could confidently explain about all the bird species that
visit the garden.

The comprehensive portfolio that was sent prior to the visit was invaluable.

Very well done everyone.
Judges feedback on areas for consideration

¢ Redeveloping the maze area and introducing some beehives, as you suggested,
would be a great next step. If it is decided to include an orchard in this area,
Rogers of Pickering or Beardsworth Nurseries near Cleckheaton could be useful
nurseries to bear in mind.

e The interesting history of St Gemma'’s, including the original buildings and the
charity, could perhaps be communicated to patients and visitors on an
interpretation board.

e The plants in the hayricks are bright and colourful. Perhaps consider some trailing
plants to soften & cover the liners.

Northcliffe Environmental Enterprises Team _



Overall Impression

A strong sense of commitment, mixed with an interesting collection and upcycling
methods, repurposing and creative initiatives led by a dedicated and multi - skilled team
of 12 staff. New environmental additions are: solar panels, on site spring water extraction
to aid crop watering and water conservation projects.

Extensive range of opportunities for clients, now numbering 39 daily, to learn new skills
with all training and support being client led.

Planters, bird and bug houses and plants produced here offer meaningful employment
and are sold on site. A successful “Plot to Plate” initiative with seasonal produce grown
on site has resulted in external engagements viz cooking displays at agricultural shows.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e The current website does not do the nursery and all its activities sufficient justice.
Perhaps this could be updated, provide a weekly blog service, and be a means of
replacing the current newsletter. In addition to saving printing costs it would allow
up to date information on what is new on site to be publicised and perhaps reach a
wider audience.

An excellent model for assisting adults needing support to gain skills and confidence the
present allotment space appears to be operating at full capacity and it will be interesting
to see what the next steps are.

Overall Impression

This is a real gem occupying 4 allotments tucked away on an industrial site in north Hull
which are well maintained. There is plenty of evidence of innovations from this
enthusiastic group of 7 regular members, some members having been there between 11
and 20 years. These innovations include the introduction of new varieties of herbs, for
example a Thyme that tastes of Cola, to taste when a new pizza oven, purchased by
Case, is going to be installed, along with a mini wind turbine, later this year. Using old
scaffolding boards and brick pavers to create raised beds, are donated by local
companies. The group interacts with other allotment users, and has a well advertised,
and attended, open day each July.

A problem area of a well used compacted muddy path, leading from the hut to raised
beds has been made more walkable using off cuts of artifical grass donated locally. This
looks very impressive and funtionable. A local resident has donated a glasshouse which



is used to grow tomatoes. The existing poly tunnel has been re-purposed for growing
other vegetables and propagating ornamental plants.

Humberside Police offered compost siezed in a raid, but vegetables, like celery are
struggling to grow, as an experiment farmyard manure has been added to enrich the
compost and dilute any toxic chemicals that may be present, there are promising signs
that this approach is working. Several members have their own small plots, growing
potatoes, and it is clear that they take immensely pride of their own achievements. A
small pond attracts frogs and dragonflies. There is a compost toilet and solar panel on
the roof to generate energy for lighting the building enabling the facilities to be used all
year round! Rain water from a number of sheds is collected and used for irrigation.
There are several compost bins so that green materials can be composted and reused. In
total a brilliant demonstration of reusing and recycling, that many could learn from.

Judges feedback on areas for consideration

e Consider developing a wildflower area natural environment to assist in establishing
the bee hive.

e Assessment of new herb varieties to see how they are establishing. Incorporating
sharp sand to alter soil structure may be beneficial.

Keighley Dementia Friendly Hub and Garden _

Overall Impression

This facility is used regularly by an average of at least 15 people each day. There is a
large shrubbery which has been planted with bedding plants and bulbs by people with
dementia and is affectionately known as the Memory Garden. Other plants have been
planted specifically to provide sensory benefits to dementia patients..

The garden is perfectly placed in a quiet but central location overlooking a well kept green
space and is a popular walkway for passers by.

The information board is very useful, describing sensory plants and the benches are in a
nice area which has the dementia logo flower prettily inscribed into the paving.

The Dementia Support hub along the road is managed by a friendly team who we were
lucky to meet, who are a huge support to dementia patients and carer in the town.

The immense benefits this garden brings to this small group of people and this area of
Keighley Town centre shouldn't be underestimated and should be replicated in more
towns in Yorkshire.



Judges feedback on areas for consideration

Consider planting early flowering primroses for early colour in the shaded Memory garden
to extend the flowering season.



